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1.0 A DIET FOR LANDFILLS:
Cutting Down on Food Waste
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Note: 1.0 Landfills responses are divided
into three sections:

DEPARTMENTS, CITIES AND SCHOOL
DISTRICTS
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PART 1 - DEPARTMENTS



RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
ADIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.1

Each of the 88 cities, and the County's unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food waste drop-off
center. The center can be at a farmer's market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City
Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts with organizations, such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation requires further analysis. The Board of Supervisors (Board) defers to
the Department of Public Works' (DPW) response for details on the analysis.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.2
County officials should initiate programs using composting technology (such as Compostology or Earth Cube)
that can compact food waste and can be easily installed in offices and schools.

RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation is in the process of being implemented. The Board defers to DPW's
response for additional information on the implementation.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.3

County and City officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to separate food
waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer's market, or a discount on a solid
waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee
shops, etc.) have signed up for the city's Foodscraps program and can save several hundred dollars a month
off their trash collection fee.

RESPONSE

Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. The more immediate challenge to inlementing
large scale food recycling, which is noted in the Civil Grand Jury report, is the need to scale up collection and
processing infrastructure. Until this infrastructure is in place, it would not be an appropriate use of limited
financial resources to incentivize residents to separate food waste at this time.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.4

County officials should work with community colleges and workforce training programs, to increase classes
about food waste recycling and careers in waste management that focus on diversion and conversion
technologies.




RESPONSE

Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented as it is premature. As noted above, the most
immediate challenge to implementing large scale food recycling is the lack of adequate collection and
processing infrastructure. Until this infrastructure is in place along with its related employment opportunities,
it would not be an appropriate use of limited financial resources to invest in training a workforce to support
the operation and maintenance of the infrastructure that does not yet exist. In addition, the Board notes that
the OurCounty Sustainability Plan (QurCounty Plan) provides a hierarchy for waste management that
prioritizes investments in source reduction and improving recycling over the use of these types of
technologies.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.5
County officials should create a garden/compost program at Pitchess Detention Center in Castaic and
investigate the option of a garden at some or all of the juvenile detention facilities.

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. While the Board agrees that this could be a
good program in principle, we defer to the Sheriff's Department which has jurisdiction over the facility. It is
noted, however, that due to the restrictions implemented as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, it may not
be feasible to move forward with such a program at this time.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.6

The County Department of Public Health should develop a program to train its 300 food inspectors as
“ambassadors” when they are in the field. The inspectors need to be armed with the Food DROP brochure,
as well as information about how that establishment can safely separate and recycle any food waste. (This
recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena, which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation has been implemented. Since this recommendation is specifically
directed to the Department of Public Health (DPH), the Board defers to their response on this
recommendation. We note, however, that this recommendation may be aligned with action 128 in the
OurCounty Sustainability Plan (OurCounty Plan) which directs that the County “enhance and expand the
County's existing Food DROP food donation and redistribution program...”

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.7

The County Department of Public Health should take the lead in creating a food waste education component
as part of its permit process required for all outdoor public events that will be serving food. Department
officials can work with the event manager ahead of time to plan for excess edible food conation, and for how
food waste will be collected and separated. (This recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena,
which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. Since this recommendation is specifically
directed to DPH, the Board defers to their response on this recommendation. We note, however, that this
recommendation may be aligned with action 121 in the OurCounty Plan, which directs that the County
“promote and communicate source separation, organic waste collection requirements, food waste reduction
and donation, local organic waste recycling programs, and conduct targeted, sector-based educational
campaigns.”



RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such
as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at
County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Particularly at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be
part of a public education campaign.

RESPONSE
Partially disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. The Board defers to the response from
DPH.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.9
The County Board of Supervisors should require that the vendor operating the Hall of Administration cafeteria
institute procedures to separate food waste, both in the food prep area and in the dining room.

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation will be implemented. The Chief Executive Office will work with Public Works
to develop resource management plans to reduce waste and set up recycling programs, including for
organics. Waste haulers that provide waste collection services to County facilities will be required by the
terms of their agreements to provide mandatory organic waste collection services to all County facilities by
January 1, 2022. New contract language requiring that food service providers at the Hall of Administration
institute procedures to separate food waste (in both the food prep area and the dining area) will be added the
next time these agreements are amended or new agreements are executed.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.14

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide
Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build
new facilities to handle organic waste.

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation is in the process of being implemented. The Board defers to DPW's
response for additional information on the implementation since they produced the referenced plan as well
as the recently released Roadmap fo a Sustainable Waste Future, which incorporates and updates the
referenced plan.

In addition, the County is a strong advocate of increasing capacity for organic waste processing. This is
reflected in the targets for Strategy 9D from the Sustainability Plan, which calls for increasing organic waste
processing capacity by 20 percent, 30 percent, and 45 percent by 2025, 2035, and 2045, respectively. Earlier
this year, the County also co-sponsored AB 2612 (Maienschein) which would annually allocate $200 million
from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund for development of traditional and organics recycling
infrastructure. As a result of the COVID-19 emergency, the bill is currently on hold; however, it may be
reintroduced in 2021.



RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE

2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.1

Each of the 88 cities, and the County's unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food waste drop-off
center. The center can be at a farmer's market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City
Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken fo a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts with organizations, such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation requires further analysis. The Chief Executive Office (CEO) defers to
the Department of Public Works' (DPW) response for details on the analysis.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.2
County officials should initiate programs using composting technology (such as Compostology or Earth Cube)
that can compact food waste and can be easily installed in offices and schools.

RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation is in the process of being implemented. The CEO defers to DPW's
response for additional information on the implementation.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.3

County and City officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to separate food
waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid
waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee
shops, etc.) have signed up for the city's Foodscraps program and can save several hundred dollars a month
off their trash collection fee.

RESPONSE

Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. The more immediate challenge to implementing
large scale food recycling, which is noted in the Civil Grand Jury report, is the need to scale up collection and
processing infrastructure. Until this infrastructure is in place, it would not be an appropriate use of limited
financial resources to incentivize residents to separate food waste at this time.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.4

County officials should work with community colleges and workforce training programs, to increase classes
about food waste recycling and careers in waste management that focus on diversion and conversion
technologies. B



RESPONSE

Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented as it is premature. As noted above, the most
immediate challenge to implementing large scale food recycling is the lack of adequate collection and
processing infrastructure. Until this infrastructure is in place along with its related employment opportunities,
it would not be an appropriate use of limited financial resources to invest in training a workforce to support
the operation and maintenance of the infrastructure that does not yet exist. In addition, the CEO notes that
the OurCounty Sustainability Plan (OurCounty Plan) provides a hierarchy for waste management that
prioritizes investments in source reduction and improving recycling over the use of these types of
technologies.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.5
County officials should create a garden/compost program at Pitchess Detention Center in Castaic and
investigate the option of a garden at some or all of the juvenile detention facilities.

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. While the CEO agrees that this could be a
good program in principle, we defer to the Sheriff's Department which has jurisdiction over the facility. It is
noted, however, that due to the restrictions implemented as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, it may not
be feasible to move forward with such a program at this time.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.6

The County Department of Public Health should develop a program to train its 300 food inspectors as
“ambassadors” when they are in the field. The inspectors need to be armed with the Food DROP brochure,
as well as information about how that establishment can safely separate and recycle any food waste. (This
recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena, which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation has been implemented. Since this recommendation is specifically
directed to the Department of Public Health (DPH), the CEO defers to their response on this recommendation.
We note, however, that this recommendation may be aligned with action 128 in the OurCounty Sustainability
Plan (OurCounty Plan) which directs that the County “enhance and expand the County’s existing Food DROP
food donation and redistribution program...”

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.7

The County Department of Public Health should take the lead in creating a food waste education component
as part of its permit process required for all outdoor public events that will be serving food. Department
officials can work with the event manager ahead of time to plan for excess edible focd donation, and for how
food waste will be collected and separated. (This recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena,
which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. Since this recommendation is specifically
directed to DPH, the CEO defers to their response on this recommendation. We note, however, that this
recommendation may be aligned with action 121 in the OQurCounty Plan, which directs that the County
“promote and communicate source separation, organic waste collection requirements, food waste reduction
and donation, local organic waste recycling programs, and conduct targeted, sector-based educational
campaigns.”



RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such
as the Hollywood Bowil, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at
County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be
part of a public education campaign.

RESPONSE
Partially disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. The CEQ defers to the response from
DPH.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.9
The County Board of Supervisors should require that the vendor operating the Hall of Administration cafeteria
institute procedures to separate food waste, both in the food prep area and in the dining room.

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation will be implemented. The CEO will work with Public Works to develop resource
management plans to reduce waste and set up recycling programs, including for organics. Waste haulers
that provide waste collection services to County facilities will be required by the terms of their agreements to
provide mandatory organic waste coflection services to all County facilities by January 1, 2022. New contract
language requiring that food service providers at the Hall of Administration institute procedures to separate
food waste (in both the food prep area and the dining area) will be added the next time these agreements are
amended or new agreements are executed.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.14

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide
Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build
new facilities to handle organic waste.

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation is in the process of being implemented. The CEO defers to DPW's
response for additional information on the implementation since they produced the referenced plan as well
as the recently released Roadmap fo a Sustainable Waste Future, which incorporates and updates the
referenced plan.

In addition, the County is a strong advocate of increasing capacity for crganic waste processing. This is
reflected in the targets for Strategy 9D from the Sustainability Plan, which calls for increasing organic waste
processing capacity by 20 percent, 30 percent, and 45 percent by 2025, 2035, and 2045, respectively. Earlier
this year, the County also co-sponsored AB 2612 (Maienschein) which would annually allocate $200 million
from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund for development of traditional and organics recycling
infrastructure. As a result of the COVID-19 emergency, the bill is currently on hold; however, it may be
reintroduced in 2021.



RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE -CHIEF SUSTAINABILITY OFFICE

2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
ADIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.1

Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food waste drop-off
center. The center can be at a farmer's market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City
Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts with organizations, such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation requires further analysis. The Chief Sustainability Office (CSO) defers
to the Department of Public Works' (DPW) response for details on the analysis.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.2
County officials should initiate pregrams using composting technology (such as Compostology or Earth Cube)
that can compact food waste and can be easily installed in offices and schools.

RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation is in the process of being implemented. The CSO defers to DPW's
response for additional information on the implementation.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.3

County and City officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to separate food
waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery storeffarmer’s market, or a discount on a
solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores,
coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city's Foodscraps program and can save several hundred dollars
a month off their trash collection fee.

RESPONSE

Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. The more immediate challenge to implementing
large scale food recycling, which is noted in the Civil Grand Jury report, is the need to scale up collection and
processing infrastructure. Until this infrastructure is in place, it would not be an appropriate use of limited
financial resources fo incentivize residents to separate food waste at this time.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.4

County officials should work with community colleges and workforce training programs, to increase classes
about food waste recycling and careers in waste management that focus on diversion and conversion
technologies.



RESPONSE

Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented as it is premature. As noted above, the most
immediate challenge to implementing large scale food recycling is the lack of adequate collection and
processing infrastructure. Until this infrastructure is in place along with its related employment opportunities,
it would not an appropriate use of limited financial resources to invest in training a workforce to support the
operation and maintenance of the infrastructure that does not yet exist. In addition, the CSO notes that the
OurCounty Sustainability Plan (OurCounty Plan) provides a hierarchy for waste management that prioritizes
investments in source reduction and improving recycling over the use of these types of technologies.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.5
County officials should create a garden/compost program at Pitchess Detention Center in Castaic and
investigate the option of a garden at some or all of the juvenile detention facilities.

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. While the CSO agrees that this could be a
good program in principle, we defer to the Sheriff's Department which has jurisdiction over the facility. It is
noted, however, that due to the restrictions implemented as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, it may not
be feasible to move forward with such a program at this time.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.6

The County Department of Public Health should develop a program to train its 300 food inspectors as
*ambassadors” when they are in the field. The inspectors need to be armed with the Food DROP brochure,
as well as information about how that establishment can safely separate and recycle any food waste. (This
recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena, which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation has been implemented. Since this recommendation is specifically
directed to the Department of Public Health (DPH), the CSO defers to their response on this recommendation.
We note, however, that this recommendation may be aligned with action 128 in the OurCounty Plan which
directs that the County “enhance and expand the County's existing Food DROP food donation and
redistribution program...”

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.7

The County Department of Public Health should take the lead in creating a food waste education component
as part of its permit process required for all outdoor public events that will be serving food. Department
officials can work with the event manager ahead of time to plan for excess edible food donation, and for how
food waste will be collected and separated. (This recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena,
which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. Since this recommendation is specifically
directed to DPH, the CSO defers to their response on this recommendation. We note, however, that this
recommendation may be aligned with action 121 in the OurCounty Plan, which directs that the County
“promote and communicate source separation, organic waste collection requirements, food waste reduction
and donation, local organic waste recycling programs, and conduct targeted, sector-based educational
campaigns.”



RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such
as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at
County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be
part of a public education campaign.

RESPONSE
Partially disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. The CSO defers to the response from
DPH.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.9
The County Board of Supervisors should require that the vendor operating the Hall of Administration cafeteria
institute procedures to separate food waste, both in the food prep area, and in the dining room.

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation will be implemented. The CEO will work with Public Works to develop resource
management plans to reduce waste and set up recycling programs, including for organics. Waste haulers
that provide waste collection services to County facilities will be required by the terms of their agreements to
provide mandatory organic waste collection services to all County facilities by January 1, 2022. New contract
language requiring that food service providers at the Hall of Administration institute procedures to separate
food waste (in both the food prep area and the dining area) will be added the next time these agreements are
amended or new agreements are executed.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.10
The City of Los Angeles should partner with LA Compost to expand that organization's footprint in the city to
increase its capacity to collect and compost food waste.

RESPONSE
Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. This recommendation is specific to the City of
Los Angeles, so the CSO defers to the City of Los Angeles's response.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.11
The City of Los Angeles should work with its 99 Neighborhood Councils to increase public education around
food waste separation/recycling programs.

RESPONSE
Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. This recommendation is specific to the City of
Los Angeles, so the CSO defers to the City of Los Angeles’ response.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.12
All 80 school districts located in the County should work with local public works and health department officials
to create a garden and compost program in every school and monitor edible food recovery efforts.

RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. This recommendation is specific to school
districts within the County, so the CSO defers to their response.



RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.13
All 80 school districts should develop a garden/compost program that can be available for students in the
myriad after-school daycare options available on campus (LACER, After the Bell, STAR, etc.).

RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. This recommendation is specific to school
districts within the County, so the CSO defers to their response.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.14

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide
Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build
new facilities to handle organic waste.

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation is in the process of being implemented. The CSO defers to DPW's
response for additional information on the implementation since they produced the referenced plan as well
as the recently released Roadmap fo a Sustainable Waste Future, which incorporates and updates the
referenced plan.

In addition, the County is a strong advocate of increasing capacity for organic waste processing. This is
reflected in the targets for Strategy 9D from the Sustainability Plan which call for increasing organic waste
processing capacity by 20 percent, 30 percent, and 45 percent by 2025, 2035, and 2045, respectively. Earlier
this year, the County also co-sponsored AB 2612 (Maienschein) which would annually allocate $200 million
from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund for development of traditional and organics recycling
infrastructure. As a result of the COVID-19 emergency, the bill is currently on hold; however, it may be
reintroduced in 2021.



RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
INTERNAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.14
Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide

Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build
new facilities to handle organic waste.

RESPONSE
This recommendation will not be implemented. Internal Services Department does not have jurisdiction over

this recommendation.



RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

2018-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
ADIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such
as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at
County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people'42 for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, {1}
and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program
can be part of a public education campaign.

RESPONSE
The Department of Parks and Recreation agrees with the recommendation.

Further analysis is needed and will be completed by February 28, 2021.

The County park facilities are maintained and operated by private operators and foundations under a Board-
approved agreement. Discussions with these entities, their stakeholders and review of their contracts with
the County and their applicable sub-contracts are necessary to determine if this recommendation is feasible
at the sites,

For example, the Hollywood Bowl is more than a concert venue. It hosts tailgate parties and other special
events. A thorough analysis on the implementation of a food waste recycling program at this facility will
require input from its many stakeholders, along with an analysis of the associated costs and the ability to
negotiate and amend existing contracts.

(M https://www.hollywoodbowl.com/visit/when-youre-here



RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
PROBATION DEPARTMENT

2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.5
County officials should create a garden/compost program at Pitchess Detention Center in Castaic and
investigate the option of a garden at some or all of the juvenile detention facilities.

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. The Department will implement this recommendation within Probation facilities, with the
exception of the Pitchess Detention Center, as it is not a Probation owned facility. Probation has prior
experience with gardens tended by youth in our facilites and continues to involve youth in personal
development programs such as green-scape garden and facility upkeep. Having youth share in the creation
and care of these gardens contributes to their overall feelings of comfort, responsibility, and accomplishment.
However, gardens will not be intended to provide vegetables for consumption by youth as it is not practical
due to regulations that require periodic monitoring and sampling of various aspects of detention facility
vegetable gardens such as soil, nutrients, and water content.



RESP6NSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH - ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
ADIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.6

The County Department of Public Health should develop a program to train its 300 food inspectors as
“ambassadors” when they are in the field. The inspectors need to be armed with the Food DROP
brochure, 141 as well as information about how that establishment can safely separate and recycle any food
waste. (This recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena, which have their own Public Health
departments.)

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation has been implemented. In January and February of 2018, DPH developed a
program and trained 480 of its Environmental Health Specialists, on “Safe Surplus Food Donations"” which is
applicable in 85 of the 88 contract cities, including county unincorporated. As field “ambassadors,” inspectors
began distributing informational brochures in February 2020 in English and Spanish on food waste and
donations to Los Angeles County permitted food businesses during routine field inspections.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.7

The County Department of Public Health should take the lead in creating a food waste education component
as part of its permit process required for all outdoor public events that will be serving food. Department
officials can work with the event manager ahead of time to plan for excess edible food donation, and for how
food waste will be collected and separated. (This recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena,
which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. Due to the current response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, resources are not available at this time to do the education and outreach that is needed. DPH-
EH defers to the response provided by DPH.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such
as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at
County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picknicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can
be part of a public education campaign.

RESPONSE
Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented. Please refer to the response provided by DPH.



RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.9
The County Board of Supervisors should require that the vendor operating the Hall of Administration cafeteria
institute procedures to separate food waste, both in the food prep area, and in the dining room.

RESPONSE
Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. DPH-EH defers to the Public Works
response for this recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.12
All 80 school districts located in the County should work with local public works and health department officials
to create a garden and compost program in every school, and monitor edible food recovery efforts .

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. In the latter part of 2019, an assessment of
the 80 school districts was conducted by DPH and the Los Angeles County Office of Education, through an
online survey (of which 50 percent of the school districts responded), informant interviews and review of
official school documents. The goal was to gather data on the schoot districts’ waste prevention strategies,
the way they were implemented, where they were being practiced and the extent of the implementation.
Findings from this assessment was compiled into a draft publication titled “Food Recovery in School
Districts — A Snapshot of Food Waste Prevention and Reduction Activities in School Districts in LA County”
pending Board approval.

The results of the assessment revealed most schools were implementing at least three activities to help
reduce food waste, through such programs as “Offer vs. Service,” applied “Smarter Lunchroom” techniques,
and the implementation of share tables. Among the least popular responses for food waste
prevention/reduction efforts, was the composting of focd scraps both on and/or off site.

For DPH to explore the feasibility of the effectiveness of a garden and compost program and to monitor edible
food recovery in every school would require the participation of all school districts, developing a plan with the
County's Department of Public Works, another assessment to be conducted in order to obtain additional data,
and identifying different funding sources. Also, a Countywide outreach and educational program would have
to be developed in order to overcome the dislike of composting activities, as noted in the assessment's
findings. A funding source to implement would need to be identified. _

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.13
All 80 school districts should develop a garden/compost program that can be available for students in the
myriad after-school daycare options available on campus (LACER, After the Bell, STAR, etc.).

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. The development of a garden/compost
program would require further engagement with all 80 school districts, exploring strategies to overcome
challenges presented by seasonal climate and its impact on a viable garden. Other issues to consider include
the need to address cultural backgrounds and needs of student populations with varying diets and tastes.
The effectiveness of such a program would require the approval and acceptance of school districts as well
as a well-coordinated effort with Public Works, an extensive educational and outreach plan with significant
funding and resources to implement.



RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.6

The County Department of Public Health should develop a program to train its 300 food inspectors as
‘ambassadors” when they are in the field. The inspectors need to be armed with the Food DROP brochure,
as well as information about how that establishment can safely separate and recycle any food waste. (This
recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena, which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation has been implemented. The Department of Public Health (DPH) supports the
ability to leverage its workforce to inform permitted food businesses about safely donating surplus food and
encourages participation in existing food redistribution programs, such as Feod DROP.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.7

The County Department of Public Health should take the lead in creating a food waste education component
as part of its permit process required for all outdoor public events that will be serving food. Department
officials can work with the event manager ahead of time to plan for excess edible food donation, and for how
food waste will be collected and separated. (This recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena,
which have their own Public Health departments.)

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic
response efforts, the resources needed to expand education and outreach are not available. DPH plays and
will continue to play a supporting role to Public Works in their efforts to ensure compliance to the Short-Lived
Climate Pollutants (SLCP): Organic Waste Methane Emissions Reductions policy. In addition to establishing
targets to reduce the level of statewide disposal of organic waste, this policy included an additional target
that no less than 20 percent of currently disposed edible food is recovered by 2025. DPH is also supportive
of assisting Public Works in their existing efforts, including the Food DROP program, to develop a food waste
education program on how waste can be collected and separated.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such
as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at
County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picknicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can
be part of a public education campaign.




RESPONSE
Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented at this time. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
adequate resources and staffing needed to proceed with this work are not available.

DPH's Division of Chronic Disease and Injury Prevention (CDIP) currently reviews all new and/or renewing
Requests for Proposals for food and vending services to ensure dietary requirements are integrated into final
contracts, as required through the Healthy Food Promotion in County Food Service Contracts motion,
adopted by the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors in 2011. To include requirements on food waste
separation and recycling in multiple County contracts, a comprehensive assessment of County departments
and their food service contracts will be necessary to provide an in-depth understanding of the number of
departments that currently require the implementation of food waste separation and recycling programs in
their contracts and the potential costs of doing so. The contracting process is complex and varies to some
degree by department and non-department entity.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.9
The County Board of Supervisors should require that the vendor operating the Hall of Administration cafeteria
institute procedures to separate food waste, both in the food prep area, and in the dining room.

RESPONSE
Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. DPH defers to the Public Works response
for this recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.12
All 80 schaol districts located in the County should work with local public works and health department officials
to create a garden and compost program in every school, and monitor edible food recovery efforts.

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. DPH recognizes that schools are
responsible for an estimated 1-2 percent of food wasted in the United States, which translates to
approximately 26 percent of a school district’s budget. DPH appreciates the need to support edible food
recovery in schools and has developed two guides that schools can use as resources to support their efforts
in implementing edible food recovery strategies, such as establishing share tables. These two guides are
titled, ‘Share Tables and Food Donations in Schools Best Practices for Los Angeles County,’ and ‘CalFresh
Healthy Living Share Table Implementation Guide.’

Garden and composting programs can have a myriad of benefits to students, including making healthier food
choices, as well as improving social and emotional health. While there are many benefits, significant
challenges to establishing gardening and composting programs Countywide need to be addressed, including
time, staff, funding, curriculum, and space. While the County can provide capacity building opportunities for
individual schools to address these challenges, it is up to each school district to examine its priorities and
allocate its resources towards efforts such as these.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.13
All 80 school districts should develop a garden/compost program that can be available for students in the
myriad after-school daycare options available on campus (LACER, After the Bell, STAR, etc.).



RESPONSE
Partially agree. This recommendation will not be implemented, as these efforts are contingent on State
funding. Many after-school daycare providers receive state funding, which has dwindled over time. Current

programs may lack the capacity to develop a garden/compost program.



RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY FINAL REPORT

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.1

Each of the 88 cities and the County's unincorporated areas should establish a weekly food waste drop-off
center. The center can be at a farmer's market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City
Hall or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts with organizations, such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation requires further analysis which will be completed by February 2021. Public
Works will conduct further analysis within the unincorporated County to determine exactly where and how to
implement a pilot program. Public Works will consider establishing a pilot in partnership with community
gardens and farmers markets. Public Works defers to the cities on their role in establishing focd waste drop-
off centers.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.2
County officials should initiate programs using composting technology (such as Compostology or Earth Cube)
that can compact food waste and can be easily installed in offices and schools.

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation is in the process of being implemented. Public Works currently uses worm bins
to compost pre-consumer food waste at its Headquarters. In addition, Public Works has prepared information
about small-scale on-site organic waste processing technologies and plans to post the information online by
the end of 2020. Public Works will also provide assistance to businesses, County facilities, schools, and
other local jurisdictions that are interested in utilizing these technologies.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.3

County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to separate focd
waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer's market, or a discount on a
solid waste fee. For example, in the City of Santa Barbara, businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee
shops, etc.) have signed up for the City's Food Scraps Program and can save several hundred dollars a
month off their trash collection fee.

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented. Monetary incentives can be a good tool in
certain situations; however, in this case, in accordance with SB1383, the County must require residents and
businesses to use organic waste collection services and enforce the requirements with monetary penalties
for noncompliance therefore incentives are not appropriate.



RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.4

County officials should work with community colleges and workforce training programs to increase classes
about food waste recycling and careers in waste management that focus on diversion and conversion
technologies.

RESPONSE

Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented by Public Works as jurisdiction for this
recommendation lies with the community colleges. Public Works does not operate waste management or
recycling facilities but can support County efforts to develop educational programs related to those activities.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.5
County officials should create a garden/compost program at Pitchess Detention Center in Castaic and
investigate the option of a garden at some or all of the juvenile detention facilities.

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented by Public Works as jurisdiction lies with the
Sheriff's Department. Public Works has previously assisted Pitchess Detention Center with their recycling
programs, including their farming and composting program.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.7

The County Department of Public Health should take the lead in creating a food waste education component
as part of its permit process required for all outdoor public events that will be serving food. Department
officials can work with the event manager ahead of time to plan for excess edible food donation and for how
food waste will be collected and separated.

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation will be implemented with respect to Public Works' role in developing
educational materials. Public Works defers to Public Health's response regarding their role in this
recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such
as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at
County hospitals, to include foed waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options on-site, and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds. Implementing a food waste recycling program can
be part of a public education campaign.

RESPONSE

Agree. Implementation of this recommendation is in progress with respect to Public Works' role. Public Works
has been working with County facilities to develop resource management plans to reduce waste and set up
recycling programs, including for organics. Public Works will continue scheduling site visits and waste
assessments at large venues and facilities generating large amounts of food waste. Public Works defers to
other County agencies' responses regarding their role in this recommendation.



RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.9
The County Board of Supervisors should require that the vendor operating the Hall of Administration cafeteria
institute procedures to separate food waste, both in the food prep area and in the dining room.

RESPONSE

Agree. This recommendation will be implemented. Public Works has been working with County facilities to
develop resource management plans to reduce waste and set up recycling programs, including for organics.
Public Works has discussed implementing food waste collection programs at other County facilities and can
assist with this effort. Public Works defers to the CEQ's response regarding their role in this recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.12
All 80 school districts located in the County should work with local public works and health department officials
to create a garden and compost program in every school and monitor edible food recovery efforts.

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. This recommendation will not be implemented as jurisdiction lies with school districts. It is
important to note that Public Works has provided assistance to school districts that are interested in
developing sustainable gardening, composting, and edible food recovery programs through its Smart
Gardening Program and can continue to support school districts in their efforts to create such programs.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.14

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide
Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build
new facilities to handle organic waste.

RESPONSE

Partially agree. This recommendation is in the process of being implemented in County unincorporated
areas. The first part of this recommendation is referring to the County's "2018 Countywide Organic Waste
Management Plan." Page 39 of the plan lists 11 Organic Waste Management Options. Elected officials and
jurisdictions may consider these options, separately or in conjunction with one another, to divert organic
waste. Public Works is currently working on implementing many of these options, such as an enforcement
ordinance, contract modifications, exclusive commercial hauling, and source separated organics collection.
While Public Works agrees that jurisdictions should consider the 11 Options as they develop organics
recycling programs, they are not a one-size-fits-all solution and jurisdictions will need to assess each
individual Option and implement them as appropriate.

Public Works agrees with the need to express support for increasing organic waste infrastructure capacity.



PART-- 2 CITIES



AGGURA HILLS

“Gateway to the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area”

October 20, 2020

The Honorable Kevin C. Brazille

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11* FIr., Rm. 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re:  Diet of Landfills; 2019-2020 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury —
City of Agoura Hills’ Response

Dear Judge Brazille:

The City of Agoura Hills appreciates the effort and hard work of the Civil Grand Jury to evaluate
the important issue of food waste and it impacts on the environment. The City has historically
supported all efforts to reduce its refuse allocations to local landfills by the many recycling and
collection programs currently underway. Additionally, the City continues to evaluate future
impacts in response to legislation AB 341, AB 1826 and AB 1383. In response to the Civil Grand
Jury recommendations, enclosed please find the City’s response to recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8.
and 1.14 associated with the 2019-2020 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury report.

While the City continues its examination of future programs to help reduce refuse and organic
waste, it must go on record to respectfully encourage the Civil Grand Jury respectfully take into
consideration the current economic circumstances created by the COVID-19 pandemic.

While the City supports all efforts to reduce the impact on area landfills, and has historically
demonstrated its support through the various refuse, recycling and collections programs currently
in place, many of the recommendations will create additional economic hardships for the business,
and possibility residential sectors, who will be required to participate in many of the mandated
programs. The lack of adequate processing facilities will impact collection costs which will
ultimately be passed along to residential and business customers.

Additionally, at this time, many businesses are struggling to keep their doors open due to the
limited operations allowed by current County Health Officer orders. New additional programs

30001 Ladyface Court, Agoura Hills, CA 91301-2583 * Telephone (818) 597-7300 * Fax (818) 597-7352
email: ci.agoura-hills.ca.us
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and their associated costs, will only add to their current burdens. The City has also experienced
challenges due to the pandemic, which has resulted in severe budget reductions that have impacted
staff and revenue resources. Finally, the unknown future economic recovery effects from the
pandemic must be taken in to consideration.

The City will continue its due diligence to cut down food waste, and fully supports efforts to reduce
the amount of refuse being disposed at local landfills. However, we all must examine whether
during the pandemic is the time to mandate new programs and/or studies in response to
recommendations from this report. The Civil Grand Jury must consider permitting agencies time
to address these issues when economic times improve.

Thank you again for the Civil Grand Jury’s efforts. Should you have any questions, please contact
Louis Celaya, Deputy City Manager, atjjj| |} SN NI

Respectfully,

Mhpce/oneed B g el

Illece Buckley Weber
Mayor

cc: City Council
City Manager

Attachment: City of Agoura Hills Response - Grand Jury Report: A Diet for Landfills
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City of Alhambra
Office of the Mayor and City Council

October 12, 2020

Presiding Judge Los Angeles Superior Court
Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste — City of Alhambra

To The Honorable Presiding Judge:

In response to the Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury’s report “A DIET FOR
LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste,” the City of Alhambra submits the
following responses to the four recommendations (Recommendations 1.1, 1.3,
1.8, and 1.14) requested by the Mayors of the 88 cities located within Los
Angeles County.

RECOMMENDATION:

1.1 Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should
establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a
farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles
City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can
arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for
recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los
Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for
composting.

Response:

The City of Alhambra disagrees with this recommendation. The City has
concerns that any containers utilized as part of a food waste drop-off center
would likely become contaminated with other waste streams; thereby, rendering
any food waste collected unusable for recycling or composting purposes.
Further, the City’'s position is that more efficient food waste collection and
diversion programs can be established when its new solid waste and recycling
franchise agreement for commercial and residential services is installed (July
2021) with scope in compliance with State mandates under S.B. 1383.

Actions:

While more efficient food waste collection and diversion programs are being
sought under the City’s new waste management agreement, it should be noted
the City's current franchise hauler, Republic Services, offers a commercial
organics recycling and food diversion program on a voluntary basis for all
business customers within the city. To date, the City has over 80 commercial
customers who have subscribed to the program. Currently, Republic Services
partners with Food Finders for food diversion efforts to help provide edible food
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partners with Food Finders for food diversion efforts to help provide edible food
for those experiencing food insecurity in the community. The City’s franchise
hauler was also recently recognized as the 2020 Organics Recycler of the Year
by the National Waste and Recycling organization.

Alhambra’s new franchise agreement will implement a “mandatory” (as opposed
to a voluntary) organics recycling program citywide to meet State requirements
under S.B. 1383. The City will continue to build upon its current commercial
organics recycling program under the new franchise agreement regardless of
which franchise waste hauler is selected. In addition to providing mandatory
organics recycling services, each RFP respondent is offering food diversion
options for commercial food generators and composting bins and materials for
community use. Furthermore, the City may explore potential partnerships in the
future between the City's Community Garden and local businesses for food
waste recycling purposes, which could be facilitated by the City’s franchise waste
hauler pursuant to negotiations. The new franchise agreement is scheduled to
go into effect on July 1, 2021.

RECOMMENDATION:

1.3 County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form
of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a
solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses
(restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the
city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month
off their trash collection fee.

Response:

The City of Alhambra disagrees with this recommendation. New legislative
requirements mandate all residences and commercial generators comply with
food waste separation and collection. In addition, any possible incentives may
require negotiating with the City’'s new hauler; nonetheless, the City can pursue
a discussion. Overall, the City contends the key to compliance shall be to secure
the tools needed to enforce (ordinances) and educate.

Actions:

The City of Alhambra expects to pass a mandatory organics recycling ordinance
in early 2021. The ordinance will mandate all residential and business customers
subscribe to organics recycling services to comply with State mandates under
S.B. 1383. Failure to comply with the ordinance will result in written warnings,
including, and up, to administrative citations for non-compliance. The City is also
in the middle of an RFP process for a new solid waste and recycling franchise
agreement. The City is open to discussing a recognition program where
businesses are acknowledged for their recycling efforts. This type of business
incentive may need to be established as part of contract negotiations with the
successful proposer for solid waste and recycling services.
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Furthermore, the City’s new solid waste and recycling franchise agreement will
go into effect on July 1, 2021. A major component to this new agreement is
extensive education and outreach to both residents and businesses regarding
new organics recycling services and the importance of compliance with
CalRecycle mandates. That outreach and education shall be achieved via a
collaborative effort by the City and the new hauler. By combining a mandatory
organics recycling ordinance with franchise waste hauler organics recycling
services and educational outreach, the City believes it will ensure compliance
with statutory requirements under S.B. 1383.

RECOMMENDATION:

1.8 County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies
that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the
Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located
at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling.
Especially at the Hollywood Bowl., which draws more than 17,000 people
for most of its summer concert events, has several food options on site,
and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing
a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education
campaign.

Response:

The City of Alhambra agrees with this recommendation to work with vendors and
require City facilities to separate food waste and place in the appropriate
containers. The City expects to pass a mandatory organics recycling ordinance
in early 2021. After the passage of the ordinance, the City will coordinate with its
sole food vendor at the Almansor Court facility to comply with A.B. 827, A.B.
1826 and S.B. 1383 organics recycling requirements. The City will also install
source separated food waste recycling containers in employee break rooms and
place food waste recycling containers at large scale city-sponsored events such
the annual 4t of July Celebration, and the summer movies and concerts in the
park series.

Actions:

The recommendation has not yet been implemented; however, it will be
implemented with the installation of the new solid waste and recycling franchise
agreement on July 1, 2021.

RECOMMENDATION:
1.14 Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management

Plan and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and
build new facilities to handle organic waste.
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Response:

The City agrees with the overall need to increase capacity to handle organic
waste regionally and build new facilities. The City also agrees with most of the
suggestions outlined by the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan; however, disagrees that additional actions are necessary,
such as incentives, until such time the City has had time to evaluate compliance
based on the new hauler arrangements, ordinances, and education and
outreach. The City expects the mandatory organics recycling ordinance,
combined with extensive community outreach and education, will be sufficient to
meet the diversion goals established by CalRecycle.

Actions:

Implementation of the City’s recycling goals will be achieved with the passage of
a mandatory organics recycling ordinance in the early 2021 and the
implementation of a new solid waste and recycling franchise agreement on July
1, 2021.

The City of Alhambra is fully committed to implementing a comprehensive
citywide organics recycling program in order to decrease the amount of food
waste being diverted to landfills and reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. The
City has already taken the initial steps forward with the anticipated mandatory
organics recycling ordinance in early 2021 and a new solid waste and recycling
franchise waste hauler agreement on July 1, 2021. The City’s recycling goals
are adequately addressed in the City’'s RFP and Agreement with the hauler.

The City of Alhambra initiated an RFP process on April 28, 2020 for a new solid
waste and recycling franchise agreement. The key centerpiece to the new
agreement is compliance with State laws A.B. 1826, A.B. 827, and S.B. 1383
which will essentially require all residential and business customers in the City to
recycle organic waste. In addition, the new agreement will require a prospective
franchise waste hauler to offer organics recycling containers and services,
transfer materials to a facility capable of processing organic materials, and
provide the proper reporting to the City to ensure compliance with State law. The
City has already completed the first step in the RFP process and received
proposals from multiple solid waste franchise haulers. Once proposal evaluations
have been completed, the finalists will be presented to City Council for an award
of contract and negotiate final terms in early 2021. The contract negotiations will
determine the rate structure for services, scope and frequency of services, and
any other incentive measures that may be established through the process. The
new programs and services will go into effect on July 1, 2021.

Iy,

a@ssica Binnquist
Manager

David Mejia
- Mayor
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October 12, 2020

Presiding Judge
Los Angeles Superior Court
ty Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11th Floor, Room 11-506

Ar dla Los Angeles, CA 90012

]

Re: City of Arcadia Response to “A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on
Office of the Food Waste”
Clty Council Dear Presiding Judge:

The City of Arcadia is in receipt of the Civil Grand Jury’s report entitled “A DIET
Roger Chandler FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste” on July 8, 2020. The City
Mayor reviewed the report and below is our response to the recommendations
Sho Tay outlined in the report.
Mayor Pro Tem

Recommendations:
Tom Beck
Conuncil Member 1.1 Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should
Paul P. Cheng establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at
Council Member a farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los
April A. Verlato Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County
Council Member officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a

nearby facility for recycling, or can establish contracts with
organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council
or landscaping companies for composting.

The City of Arcadia is currently in the process of renegotiating its
exclusive single family and multi-family franchise agreement. Part
of the service includes allowing residents to mix food waste and
greenwaste into one “organics” cart to be picked up weekly as part
of weekly trash collection service. The food waste and greenwaste
will be taken to a facility in Tulare County and turned into compost.
We anticipate beginning implementation of organics collection at
single family residences prior to the January 1, 2022, deadline.
Therefore, a weekly food waste drop-off center would not be
necessary once the organics collection service is implemented.

1.3 County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in

the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or
240 West Huntington Drive

Post Office Box 60021
Arcadia, CA 91066-6021
(626) 574-5403 Citv Hall

www.ArcadiaCA.gov
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a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa
Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops,
etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save
several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

The City of Arcadia is unlikely to implement an incentive program
for residents and businesses to separate food waste. Since food
waste diversion is mandated by law, incentives will not be
necessary. However, the City will be revising its Ordinance in the
next several months to require covered commercial generators to
have organics recycling in place, consistent with SB 1383, and work
with businesses to ensure compliance.

In addition, as part of the City’s renegotiation with the exclusive
franchise hauler, the City will require the franchise hauler to offer
a standard service that includes organics recycling to single family
and multi-family dwellings greater than 5 units. The City expects to
have the organics recycling program in place prior to the January 1,
2022, deadline.

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood
Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and
cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert
events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws
large pre-concert picknicking crowds, implementing a food waste
recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

While the Arboretum is located within city limits, the Arboretum is
operated and managed by County of Los Angeles Department of
Parks and Recreation and is outside of the City of Arcadia’s
jurisdiction. It is assumed that the management of food waste at
the Arboretum will be integrated with other County facilities in the
County’s response.

The City of Arcadia has no City owned/sponsored facilities that are
managed by outside food vendors. However, the City manages the
Let’s Do Lunch program in which senior citizens can purchase low
cost prepared lunches at the Senior Center Monday through Friday.
The City will be monitoring to ensure that organic waste is
separated and placed in the appropriate containers.
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In addition, the City will review, and if necessary, modify its facility
rental agreements to ensure that applicants are aware of the
requirements to participate in both traditional recycling and
organics recycling at those facilities. All rental facilities will be
equipped with all the necessary containers to ensure an easy and
convenient way to recycle as well as facilities where organic waste
is generated.

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan and express support for the need to increase
capacity on site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

The City of Arcadia is in agreement to many of the options outlined
in the County of Los Angeles Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan (Plan) dated March 2018. The City is committed
to meeting the goals outlined in the Plan consistent with the goals
of SB 1383. That said, the City is in the process of initiating
discussions with the residential franchise hauler and the
commercial haulers to offer services that are compliant with SB
1383; reviewing and updating the City’s existing Ordinance to
incorporate new language from the State’s Model Ordinance and
disseminating outreach and education materials and information
to all affected generators on the upcoming changes to their refuse
and recycling services.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Tom Tait,
Public Works Services Director via phone at |} I o+ via email at

Sincerely,

b CLLL

Roger Chandler

Mayor



THE CITY OF ARTESIA, CALIFORNIA

18747 CLARKDALE AVENUE, ARTESIA, CALIFORNIA 90701
Telephone 562 / 865-6262
FAX 562 / 865-6240

“Service Builds Tomorrow's Progress”

October 12, 2020

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center

210 West Temple Street, 11th Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: City of Artesia Response to Grand Jury Report Entitled “A DIET
FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste”.

Honorable Judge Brazile:

On July 8, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitled, “A
DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (the “Report’). In the
Report, the Civil Grand Jury recommends that cities and districts in Los Angeles
County recommend a public education campaign around food waste that creates
drop-off food waste centers in more areas of the County and provides financial
incentives, as well as County-owned facilities “leading by example” in recycling
food waste.

At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response from the
City of Artesia (“City”) to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8 and 1.14. The City
provides the following responses to these Recommendations in accordance with
Penal Code §933.05.

Recommendations:

1.1 The Grand Jury recommends that each of the 88 cities, and the County's
unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The
center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los
Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can
arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling or
can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

While the City agrees that food waste must be collected, the establishment
of a drop-off center is not necessary. Currently, the City's exclusive
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franchise agreement with CR&R, Inc. includes organic waste service for all
residential and commercial customers. This service is free for commercial
customers and there is a nominal charge for residential customers. As part
of the City's efforts to ensure compliance with the State organic waste
mandates of AB1826, SB1383 and AB827, all customers will be required to
subscribe to organics service. Food waste recycling regulations as adopted
by the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
(CalRecycle) requires cities to pass an ordinance mandating on-site
separation and recycling of food waste for both the commercial and .
residential sectors under a specific timeline (enforcement is to begin
January 1, 2022). Further, due to budgetary restrictions resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic, the City has neither the staff nor the funds to arrange
for regular pickup and delivery of food waste as recommended. Thus, a
separate drop-off location will be unnecessary and impractical.

However, the City will monitor resident demands and work with its waste
hauler to gauge feasibility of a drop-off program and will consider it to be
included in any future amendment to the franchise agreement.

1.3. The Grand Jury recommends that County and City officials should create an
incentive program for residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could
be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery storeffarmer’s market, or a discount
on solid waste fee. For example, in the City of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses
(restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, elc.) have signed up for the city’s
Foodscraps program and can have several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee. ' '

The recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be considered
as a future community outreach program. The City is currently reviewing the
waste rates for potential changes. One such aspect is the rates for organics
recycling which would potentially include a discount for those who source
separate rather than co-mingle and require material recovery facility
processing (MRF). Incorporating such discounts will provide incentive to
separate food waste. Tentative timeframe for any rate adjustment/
implementation is Q2 of 2021. However, as stated above, the City’s
exclusive franchise agreement already includes organic waste service for
all residential and commercial customers.

1.8. The Grand Jury recommends County officials should modify contracts. with
food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood
Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Ar, and cafeterias
located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling, etc...
implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education
campaign.
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The recommendation requires further analysis as the City does not have
food vendor companies that are inside City facilities. The City does contract
with an approved County of Los Angeles vendor who provides meals to
seniors at the City's Community Center, Monday through Friday. The City
will be looking into amending the agreement with the contractor to include
providing a separate waste bin for food waste. Additionally, the City does
comply with the requirements of AB 2176 (large venue and large event
recycling) and reports its compliance annually to CalRecycle. However, the
City will incorporate food waste separation and food waste recycling
program public education as part of and in accordance with SB1383 tiered
regulations.

1.14 The Grand Jury recommends elected officials in the County and cities should
adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan and express support for the need to increase capacily and site
and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance with requirements
for businesses and haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if
not already in place). Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor
compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action as
necessary.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. We are working
with CalRecycle to craft an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory
organics recycling requirements of SB1383. This Ordinance will mandate
organics recycling for all customers as well as monitoring and education
activities to ensure compliance with CalRecycle's mandates. Currently, the
City is reviewing the draft model language for this Ordinance released by
CalRecycle in September 2020.

2. SFR Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance establishing organic
collection requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but
not limited to single-family residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family
residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system to quantify recovery,
monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action
as necessary.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. We are working
with CalRecycle to craft an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory
organics recycling requirements of SB1383 (as mentioned above). This
Ordinance will include mandatory organics recycling programs for all
commercial and residential customers. This will be made possible utilizing
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the City’s existing disposal service which include a variety of container sizes
and curbside pick-up for organics.

3. Self-Haul Standards. Establish standards or requirements for self-haul
(landscapers and other qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements.
Includes reporting requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum
standards are being met as well as licensing requirements.

The City is currently implementing the former part of this recommendation
by including equivalent language in an Ordinance that will codify the
mandatory organics recycling requirements of SB1383. This will utilize
annual customer audits and reporting requirements implemented by the
City’s franchised waste hauler per the existing franchise agreement.
However, establishing a system to regulate self-haul landscapers would be
very challenging logistically and thus the latter part of this recommendation
is impractical to implement. The sheer volume of unlicensed gardening, and
landscaping contractors in the greater Los Angeles area alone would make
this very difficult. It would require a significant amount of staff effort to
manage.

4. Flow Control. Flow control to direct material collected to qualified
processing or composting facilities.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has
language in its franchise agreement currently that ensures maximum
diversion and composting of organic waste. The agreement requires the
hauler to take green waste to a facility that ensures maximum diversion
upon approval by the City. A future amendment to the agreement is planned
for 2021 that will strengthen this language, in line with the requirements of
SB1383, by extending this requirement indefinitely and requiring it adapt to
any future changes in State or local laws '

5. Contract Modification. Modify existing contract or establish a new ftrash
collection contract or franchise to include specified recycling requirements.
Such action may include contract language modifications, separation of
commercial/multi-family collection into separate contracl(s), extension of
existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement
actions. . .

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has
language in its franchise agreement currently that ensures maximum
diversion and composting of organic waste. A future amendment to the
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agreement is planned that will strengthen this language, in line with the
requirements of SB1383 as mentioned above.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling. Establish new trash collection contracts or
franchises with commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified
recycling requirements. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery,
reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has
language in its franchise agreement currently that ensures maximum
diversion and composting of organic waste. Annual reporting requirements
also include detailed information on tonnage and facilities used for organic
waste processing. A future amendment to the agreement will strengthen this
language, in line with the requirements of SB1383, to include food donation
education and reporting along with customer site audits to help monitor
contamination.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection. Modify existing contract or
establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to require the hauler to
provide separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e., residential and
commercial) that generate organic waste and deliver the material to a
qualified organics recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions
for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City will soon
begin working with its waste hauler to include a plan for adopting and
implementing a source separated organics collection program across
all customer sectors. It is anticipated that these new programs will be
in place by December 31, 2021.

This is in the current franchise agreement and is planned to be included
when the agreement is amended in 2021.

8. Wet/Dry Collection. Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins
for wet/dry commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins
are delivered to a materials recovery facility with organics extraction
technology. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

The City currently offers all customers source-separate collection of organics
using dedicated organics containers. The City does not see a need for
wet/dry separation at this time. Ongoing monitoring of the service wili help
determine need and feasibility before considering implementation of any
changes to this existing service.
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9. Incentives. Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by
implementing subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection,
separation and processing of organics to the degree necessary to change
behavior and establish a successful base program. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain
eligibility for incentives.

The recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be considered
in the future. The City is currently reviewing the waste rates for potential
changes. One such aspect is the rates for organics recycling which would
potentially include a discount for those who source separate rather than co-
mingle and require material recovery facility processing (MRF). Incorporating
such discounts will provide incentive to separate food waste. Tentative
timeframe for any rate adjustment/ implementation is Q2 of 2021. However,
as stated above, the City’s exclusive franchise agreement already includes
organic waste service for all residential and commercial customers.

10. Education Only. No change to contracts but educate businesses to
comply with the law. Includes business compliance monitoring and
identification of resources that would be made available to businesses to
ensure compliance and build program support.

The City agrees with this recommendation and has implemented it.
Education and outreach are essential components of the City's waste
program including: site visits, distribution of education materials, recognition
of sustainable businesses, and more. Site visits performed by the waste
hauler monitor contamination levels and proper usage of containers as well
as training for staff. These site visits are required annually for all organics
customers. Education materials are available in City facilities, distributed to
customers by the waste hauler via mail and in-person, and provided to the
public at special events and through digital media.

11. On-Site Management. Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in
the implementation of scalable on-site organics management aggregation
methods and available technologies.

The City agrees with this and has implemented it. As mentioned above, the
waste hauler is required to annually visit each organics recycling customer
to provide education and training. This includes contamination monitoring,
offering a variety of container and service types, and training to customers
and staff. Additionally, through the City's hauler, every restaurant in the City
is provided information about organics recycling education, organics
recycling service, and food rescue opportunities.
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We thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Report. Should you have any
further questions or desire any further information, please contact me or City
Manager William Rawlings.

Sincerely,

Ali Taj, Mayor

cc. Artesia City Council
William Rawlings, City Manager
Christi Hogin, City Attorney



CITY OF AVALON

October 25, 2021 Sent Via Electronic Mail Only

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11'" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: City Of Avalon Response to the 2019-2020 Civil Grand Jury Recommendations for “A Diet
For Landfills: Cutting Down On Food Waste”

Dear Honorable Judge Brazile,

The 2019-2020 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury issued a report on July 13, 2020 entitled,
“A Diet for Landfill: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (“Report”). The Report investigated how
Los Angeles County disposes of its waste and identified several recommendations for supportive
public policies to incentivize and create avenues to increase food waste recycling and organic
waste diversion rates. The Civil Grand Jury requested the City of Avalon (“City”) provide a
response to recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14, In accordance with Penal Code §933 and
§933.05, below is the City’s following responses.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.1

Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food waste
drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near
Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for
the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish contracts
with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies
for composting.

RESPONSE

The City agrees with this recommendation. The City is currently working with its permitted solid
waste hauler on an amendment to its existing agreement to implement a centralized drop-off depot
accessible for residents, businesses, and visitors consisting of multiple bins for trash, recyclables,
and organic food waste. The centralized drop-off depot will be open for disposal twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week.

The City is also working with CalRecycle and its permitted solid waste hauler to meet the
requirements of AB 827, AB 1826, and SB 1383, bringing organic services to all residents and
businesses. The City’s solid waste hauler will be expanding its existing outreach and education.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.3
County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to-
separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s
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CITY OF AVALON

market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150
businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps
program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

RESPONSE

Partially Agree. The City already has an ordinance in effect mandating businesses separate
compostable food waste (as well as cardboard boxes, plastic, and paper and glass) with associated
penalties for violations. As mentioned in Recommendation 1.3, the City is also working with
CalRecycle and its permitted solid waste hauler to meet the requirements SB 1383, bringing
organic services to all residents and businesses.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County
facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art,
and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling.
Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer
concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert
picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education
campaign.

RESPONSE
While the City supports food waste separation and recycling, this recommendation will not be
implemented as it pertains to County facilities.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.14

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestlons in the March 2018
Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to increase
capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

Suggestion #1: Commercial Recycling Ordinance

Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and haulers to achieve specified recycling
requirements (if not already in place). Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance
with requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary.

RESPONSE

The City agrees with this suggestion. The City has implemented mandatory commercial recycling
and food waste programs and is anticipating adopting an ordinance with model language for
compliance with SB 1383 at a City Council meeting in November 2021.

Suggestion #2: Single Family Residence (SFR) Recycling Ordinance

Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on properties not subject to AB
1826 including, but not limited to SFR dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4
units. Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor cornphance with requirements and methods
for enforcement action as necessary.
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CITY OF AVALON

RESPONSE

The City agrees with this suggestion and will implement it in accordance with SB 1383’s timeline.
As mentioned in recommendation #1, the City is working to prepare, approve, and implement an
ordinance for SB 1383 to establish organic collection requirements for single and multi-family
residential dwellings.

Suggestion #3: Self-Haul Standards

Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other qualified providers) to
meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements and audit procedures to ensure
minimum standards are being met as well as licensing requirements.

RESPONSE : '
Partially agree. While the City supports increasing self-haul standards, implementing and
enforcing such standards is impractical and cost prohibitive as the City does not have the means
to audit every self-hauler.

Suggestion #4: Flow Control
Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting facilities.

RESPONSE

The City agrees with this and currently has composting and green waste processing facilities
located at its landfill. The City is also currently amending its solid waste hauler’s agreement to
comply with SB 1383, including diverting organic waste to a composting grinder for use as
compost or fertilizer.

Suggestion #5: Contract Modification

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to include
specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract language modifications,
separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate contract(s), extension of existing
contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery,
reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

RESPONSE

The City agrees with this suggestion and is currently working on amending the agreement with its
solid waste hauler to bring the agreement into compliance with the requirements of AB 827, AB
1826, and SB 1383.

Suggestion #6: Exclusive Commercial Hauling

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with commercial or other exclusivity clauses
and specified recycling requirements. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery,
reporting compliance and enforcement actions.
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CITY OF AVALON

RESPONSE

The City agrees with this suggestion and currently has a franchise and lease agreement with a solid
waste hauler for solid waste, recyclables, green waste, construction and demolition, and debris box
collection services. The City is currently working with its solid waste hauler to bring the
agreement into compliance with the requirements of AB 827, AB 1826, and SB 1383.

Suggestion #7: Source Separated Organics Collection

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to require the
hauler to provide separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e. residential and commercial)
that generate organic waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or composting
facility.  Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions.

RESPONSE

The City agrees with this suggestion and currently has a franchise and lease agreement with a solid
waste hauler for solid waste, recyclables, green waste, construction and demolition, and debris box
collection services. The City is currently working with its solid waste hauler to bring the
agreement into compliance with the requirements of AB 827, AB 1826, and SB 1383.

Suggestion #8: Wet/Dry Collection

Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry commercial collection system in
which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a materials recovery facility with organics
extraction technology. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance
and enforcement actions.

RESPONSE

The City is already implementing mandatory commercial recycling and food waste programs and
will modify its existing programs to bring it into compliance with the requirements of SB 1383.
The City’s landfill currently has a materials recovery facility.

Suggestion #9: Incentives

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing subsidies to offset the
incremental costs of collection, separation and processing or organics to the degree necessary to
change behavior and establish a successful base program. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.

RESPONSE

The City does not agree with the suggestion and does not support providing incentives as organics
recycling will be mandatory via SB 1383 by January 1, 2022. Under Proposition 218, subsidies
and incentives may be challenged.
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Suggestion #10: Education Only _

No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law. Includes business
compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be made available to businesses
to ensure compliance and build program support.

RESPONSE

The City agrees with the suggestion and is currently implementing this. The City and its solid
waste hauler have developed a proactive education program for the commercial sector on
recyclables and waste generator diversions. This will be expanded as part of the amended
agreement with the solid waste hauler to bring the agreement into compliance with SB 1383 where
the solid waste hauler will provide waste generators with information on properly separating
materials, Organic Waste prevention, on-site recycling, composting, methane reduction benefits,
how to recycle Organic Waste, approved haulers, public health and environmental impacts
associated with landfilling Organic Waste, self-haul requirements, and edible food donation. The
solid waste hauler is also responsible for preparing and distributing public education and outreach
materials in non-English languages and providing Tier One and Tier Two Commercial Edible Food
Generators with information on the City’s edible food recovery program, generator requirements,
and food recovery.

Suggestion #11: On-Site Management
Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of scalable on-site oganics
management aggregation methods and available technologies.

RESPONSE :
Due to budgetary restrictions resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, the City has neither the
staff nor the funds to provide on-site management to businesses. City staff and its solid waste
hauler will continue to provide information on organic recycling during regular business site visits
and compliance checks.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Report. Please contact me or the Assistant City
Manager, Michael Parmer, should you have any additional questions or require further
information.

Sincerely,
' . ,
. /d/;u/uv \7{ /2\01«5 '4 ot
Anni H. Marshal |
Mayor
cc:  Avalon City Council

Denise Radde, City Manager
Michael Parmer, Assistant City Manager
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CITYof BELL

July 22, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste (Responses to
Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14)

Dear Presiding Judge,

Thank you for the commendable report and information gathered by the Grand Jury. The
City of Bell values your input and is committed to diverting organic waste from landfills by
promoting programs as listed on the Food Waste Recovery Hierarchy. On April 11, 2018,
the City Council approved a solid waste rate increase to the City’'s commercial and
industrial accounts in order to implement an Organic Waste Recycling Program. On
January 8, 2020, the City Council approved Amendment No. 1 with Consolidated Disposal
Services, LLC (aka, “Republic Services”), extending the term of the Agreement three (3)
years from February 1, 2020 to March 1, 2023. Amendment No. 1 includes language
pertaining to organic waste laws AB 1594 and AB 1826 and the City and Republic
Services have agreed to increase the rates to cover the costs attributable to such
programs.

City staff and Republic Services are working together on a plan which focuses on the
following:

AB 1826 Education and Outreach

Electronic/print activities and direct contact

Organic Waste Notice of Violation Letter to non-participating businesses
Tracking data, monitoring, and follow-up

Developing a residential focd waste program as required by SB 1383 by 2022

As you are aware, the current pandemic has had devasting impacts on our city,
businesses, and economy. The statewide emergency became a significant barrier in
developing new organic waste programs and conducting in-person outreach. The
statewide emergency quarantine prohibited interactions and shifted efforts to meet public
health and safety priorities.

As you may know, during the COVID-19 pandemic, almost all materials recovery
facilities and recycling operations have closed as a result of the inability to function such
operations in compliance with social distancing and pandemic-driven safety measures.
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This places government agencies and their franchised waste haulers in a predicament
given that jurisdictions are still mandated to meet state-dictated recycling thresholds—
i.e., the “diversion” of solid waste away from landfills and towards recycling and re-use.
As the Grand Jury moves forward with its commendable efforts to facilitate organics
recycling, the members should be aware that the California Department of Resources
Recycling and Recovery’s (“CalRecycle”) recently released guidelines on the tracking and
reporting of recyclables during the COVID-19 pandemic. The guidelines set forth new
procedures for reporting all recyclables that were not able to be diverted away from
landfills as a result of COVID-19.

Notwithstanding the unfortunate barriers posed by COVID-19, the City of Bell has
continued to move forward with enhancing organics recycling programs in the City and
will continue to exercise good-faith efforts, such as promoting the mandates through our
hauler's quarterly newsletters, educating businesses through the City website and social
media pages, and working with our hauler to contact businesses that are still operating,
once businesses are in a better position to participate in engagement.

Below are our responses to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14 (which are the
recommendations directed at cities and most applicable to the City of Bell):

Recommendation 1.1 - Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas,
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s
market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts with organizations such
as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for
composting.

City’s Response: The City of Bell will research establishing a weekly food waste drop-
off center and arrange for the food waste to be taken to a compost facility. The City's
waste hauler, Republic Services, has a weekly organic waste collection route and can
collect the organic waste from participating commercial entities that source separate the
food waste. The City will review its current garden spaces to see if community members
and garden patrons will participate in dropping off food scraps at the garden space for
collection by Republic Services. The City appreciates learning about various nonprofits
such as the LA Community Garden Council and will evaluate what free resources are
available to improve local garden spaces and on-site composting programs. Republic
Services is also an active educator in the community, assisting with workshops and
videos to help residents and businesses learn about the value of composting.
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Recommendation 1.3 - County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card
to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example,
in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops,
etc.) have signed up for the city’'s Foodscraps program and can save several hundred
dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

City’s Response: The City of Bell and Republic Services currently offer businesses
access to food waste recycling services at the same rate as trash collection. The program
allows residents to enroll in the services and modify their service level so that the program
remains cost neutral. Furthermore, the City will begin publicly acknowledging businesses
for their exemplary environmental stewardship at Council meetings with an award from
the Council and promote their business through social media and newsletters.

Recommendation 1.8 - County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowil, the Arboretum,
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to
include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people142 for most of its summer concert events, has several
food options onsite,143 and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds,
implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

City’s Response: The City of Bell will assess contracts with food vendors that work
directly with the City to promote food waste separation and recycling. For example, every
August the City offers free Concerts in the Park to residents and hires food vendors for
the event. As part of the contract, we can ask vendors to promote organics recycling. The
City can provide “food,” “recycling,” and “trash” bins with visible signage. The City can
also use available part-time staff to stand by the bins and educate attendees.

Recommendation 1.14 - Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and
express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.
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City’s Response: The City of Bell is committed in adopting the 11 suggestions in the
March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan. Below is a brief status

update:
Option Name Status
1 80(;Tlmercial Recycling Scheduled to be presented to council by
rdinance December 2021 as required in SB 1383
2 | Single Family Residence Recycling | Scheduled to be presented to council by
Ordinance December 2021 as required in SB 1383
3 | Self-haul standards Completed
4 | Flow Control Completed
5 | Contract Modification Completed
6 | Exclusive Commercial Hauling Commercial food waste program completed.
Residential food waste program pending in
preparation for the SB 1383 2022
implementation date
7 | Source Separated Organics Completed
8 | Wet/Dry Collection Not needed, 3 bin system in place
9 | Incentives Completed
10 | Education Only Currently in place through newsletters,
electronic social media outreach, and in-
person outreach.
11 | On-Site Management Currently in effect and ongoing
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Again, the City of Bell would like to thank you and the Grand Jury members for the
informative report and valued recommendations. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.

Siglcerely,

Ali Saleh, Mayor
City of Bell

6330 Pine Avenue
Bell, CA 90201

CC:

City of Bell City Council

Paul Philips, City Manager

Javier Ochiqui, Contracts and Facilities Manager
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August 12, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste (Responses to
Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14)

Dear Presiding Judge,

Thank you for the commendable report and information gathered by the Grand Jury. The
City of Bell values your input and is committed to diverting organic waste from landfills by
promoting programs as listed on the Food Waste Recovery Hierarchy. On April 11, 2018,
the City Council approved a solid waste rate increase to the City’'s commercial and
industrial accounts in order to implement an Organic Waste Recycling Program. On
January 8, 2020, the City Council approved Amendment No. 1 with Consolidated Disposal
Services, LLC (aka, “Republic Services”), extending the term of the Agreement three (3)
years from February 1, 2020 to March 1, 2023. Amendment No. 1 includes language
pertaining to organic waste laws AB 1594 and AB 1826 and the City and Republic
Services have agreed to increase the rates to cover the costs attributable to such
programs.

City staff and Republic Services are working together on a plan which focuses on the
following:

AB 1826 Education and Outreach

Electronic/print activities and direct contact

Organic Waste Notice of Violation Letter to non-participating businesses
Tracking data, monitoring, and follow-up .
Developing a residential food waste program as required by SB 1383 by 2022

As you are aware, the current pandemic has had devasting impacts on our city,
businesses, and economy. The statewide emergency became a significant barrier in
developing new organic waste programs and conducting in-person outreach. The
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statewide emergency quarantine prohibited interactions and shifted efforts to meet public
health and safety priorities.

As you may know, during the COVID-19 pandemic, almost all materials recovery
facilities and recycling operations have closed as a result of the inability to function such
operations in compliance with social distancing and pandemic-driven safety measures.
This places government agencies and their franchised waste haulers in a predicament
given that jurisdictions are still mandated to meet state-dictated recycling thresholds—
i.e., the “diversion” of solid waste away from landfills and towards recycling and re-use.
As the Grand Jury moves forward with its commendable efforts to facilitate organics
recycling, the members should be aware that the California Department of Resources
Recycling and Recovery's (“CalRecycle”) recently released guidelines on the tracking and
reporting of recyclables during the COVID-19 pandemic. The guidelines set forth new
procedures for reporting all recyclables that were not able to be diverted away from
landfills as a result of COVID-19.

Notwithstanding the unfortunate barriers posed by COVID-19, the City of Bell has
continued to move forward with enhancing organics recycling programs in the City and
will continue to exercise good-faith efforts, such as promoting the mandates through our
hauler's quarterly newsletters, educating businesses through the City website and social
media pages, and working with our hauler to contact businesses that are still operating,
once businesses are in a better position to participate in engagement.

Below are our responses to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14 (which are the
recommendations directed at cities and most applicable to the City of Bell):

Recommendation 1.1 - Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas,
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s
market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts with organizations such
as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for
composting.

City’s Response: The City of Bell will research establishing a weekly food waste drop-
off center and arrange for the food waste to be taken to a compost facility. The City’s
waste hauler, Republic Services, has a weekly organic waste collection route and can
collect the organic waste from participating commercial entities that source separate the
food waste. The City will review its current garden spaces to see if community members
and garden patrons will participate in dropping off food scraps at the garden space for
collection by Republic Services. The City appreciates learning about various nonprofits
such as the LA Community Garden Council and will evaluate what free resources are
available to improve local garden spaces and on-site composting programs. Republic
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Services is also an active educator in the community, assisting with workshops and
videos to help residents and businesses learn about the value of composting.

Recommendation 1.3 - County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card
to a local grocery store/farmer’'s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example,
in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops,
etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program and can save several hundred
dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

City’s Response: The City of Bell and Republic Services currently offer businesses
access to food waste recycling services at the same rate as trash collection. The program
allows residents to enroll in the services and modify their service level so that the program
remains cost neutral. Furthermore, the City will begin publicly acknowledging businesses
for their exemplary environmental stewardship at Council meetings with an award from
the Council and promote their business through social media and newsletters.

Recommendation 1.8 - County officials should modify contracts with foed vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum,
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to
include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people142 for most of its summer concert events, has several
food options onsite,143 and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds,
implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

City’s Response: The City of Bell will assess contracts with food vendors that work
directly with the City to promote food waste separation and recycling. For example, every
August the City offers free Concerts in the Park to residents and hires food vendors for
the event. As part of the contract, we can ask vendors to promote organics recycling. The
City can provide “food,” “recycling,” and “trash” bins with visible signage. The City can
also use available part-time staff to stand by the bins and educate attendees.

Recommendation 1.14 - Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and
express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.
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City’s Response: The City of Bell is committed in adopting the 11 suggestions in the
March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan. Below is a brief status

update:
Option Name Status
1 | Commercial Recycling Scheduled to be presented to council by
Ordinance December 2021 as required in SB 1383
2 |Single Family Residence Recycling | Scheduled to be presented to council by
Ordinance December 2021 as required in SB 1383
3 | Self-haul standards Completed
4 | Flow Control Completed
5 | Contract Modification Completed
6 | Exclusive Commercial Hauling Commercial food waste program completed.
Residential food waste program pending in
preparation for the SB 1383 2022
implementation date
7 | Source Separated Organics Completed
8 | Wet/Dry Collection Not needed, 3 bin system in place
9 | Incentives Completed
10 | Education Only Currently in place through newsletters,
electronic social media outreach, and in-
person outreach.
11 | On-Site Management Currently in effect and ongoing

Again, the City of Bell would like to thank you and the Grand Jury members for the
informative report and valued recommendations. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.
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Ali Saleh, Mayor
City of Bell

6330 Pine Avenue
Bell, CA 90201

CC:

City of Bell City Council

Paul Philips, City Manager

Javier Ochiqui, Contracts and Facilities Manager
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October 14, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, California 90012

SUBJECT: CITY OF BELL GARDENS RESPONSES TO RECOMMENDATIONS COUNTY OF
LOS ANGELES’ CIVIL GRAND JURY REPORT “A DIET FOR LANDFILLS”

The City of Bell Gardens has provided the following responses to the recommendation numbers 1.1, 1.3,
1.8, 1.14 included in the County of Los Angeles’ Civil Grand Jury’s “A Diet for Landfills” report.

RECOMMENDATIONS
We recommend:

1.1 Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food
waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday
near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange
for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish
contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping
companies for composting. The City of Bell Gardens disagrees partially with the recommendation.
The City does not hold a farmer’s market or other program of that nature, nor does the City have
an area within the City limits where a food waste drop-off center would not pose health and safety
concerns. Additionally, the City does not have sufficient staff to manage such a program.

1.3 County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to separate
food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a
discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses
(restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program,
and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee. The City of Bell Gardens
disagrees partially with the recommendation. Given the financial impact on the City due to COVID-
19, the City does not possess the resources to provide an incentive program. The City may require
haulers to provide an incentive program to their customers in the amended solid waste agreements.

1.8 County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County
facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art,
and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling.
Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people'*? for most of its summer




1.14

concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking
crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.
The City of Bell Gardens agrees partially with this recommendation. While this is an important
program, the City of Bell Gardens does not contract with any food vendors.

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018
Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan'4® and express support for the need to increase
capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste. Please see the City of Bell
Gardens responses below.

1 Commercial Recycling Ordinance
Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and haulers to achieve specified
recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor
compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary. The City of
Bell Gardens will take this recommendation under consideration.

2 SFR Recycling Ordinance
Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on properties not subject to
AB 1826 including but not limited to single- family residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-
family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor
compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary. The City of
Bell Gardens plans to use the model ordinance being developed by CalRecycle. The City
plans to adopt the ordinance in the 2™ quarter of 2021 (dependent upon release of model by
CalRecycle).

3 Self-Haul Standards ,
Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other qualified providers) to
meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements and audit procedures to ensure
minimum standards are being met as well as licensing requirements. Self-haul standards will
be incorporated in the ordinance referenced in item #2 above.

4  Flow Control

Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting facilities. The
City of Bell Gardens has a non-exclusive solid waste collection system for commercial and
multi-family customers; and, therefore, the City does not enforce flow control. The City will
include the transfer and processing standards included in SB 1383 in their amended exclusive
and non-exclusive franchise agreements.

5  Contract Modification
Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to include
specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract language modifications,
separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate contract(s), extension of
existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions. The City of Bell
Gardens will be amending the existing exclusive residential collection services agreement, and
the non-exclusive commercial and multi-family agreements to comply with the requirements
of SB 1383.
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Exclusive Commercial Hauling

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with commercial or other exclusivity
clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should include provisions for quantifying
recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions. As stated above, the City of Bell
Gardens’ commercial and multi-family premises are serviced under non-exclusive
agreements. The amended agreements will include all of the requirements of SB 1383
including those stated in suggestion #6.

Source Separated Organics Collection

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to require the
hauler to provide separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e., residential and
commercial) that generate organic waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics
recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions. The City of Bell Gardens’ solid waste collectors will
determine whether organics will be collected separately or co-collected with green materials
or other materials. The amended agreements will include the diversion, transfer and
processing requirements included in SB 1383.

Wet/Dry Collection

Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry commercial collection
system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a materials recovery facility with
organics extraction technology. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions. The City of Bell Gardens’ solid waste collectors will
determine which SB 1383 compliant program they will use to serve the City. The amended
agreements will include the diversion, transfer and processing requirements included in SB
1383.

Incentives

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing subsidies to offset
the incremental costs of collection, separation and processing of organics to the degree
necessary to change behavior and establish a successful base program. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for
incentives. The City of Bell Gardens will take this recommendation under consideration.

Education Only

No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law. Includes business
compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be made available to
businesses to ensure compliance and build program support. Both the City of Bell Gardens
and its exclusive and non-exclusive haulers will provide extensive education to all food waste
generators. The amended agreements will include the SB 1383 requirements for compliance
monitoring.

On-Site Management

Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of scalable on-site organics
management aggregation methods and available technologies. The amended agreements will
include requirements to perform site visits and waste assessments to the food waste generators



that they serve.
I hope you will find the city’s responses to the grand jury report adequate. The City of Bell

Gardens continues to strive in reducing landfills and will work with local agencies, private
industry, and the State to achieve a cleaner, greener environment.

Sincerely,

i (o

Mayor Alejandra Cortez
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October 30, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: City of Bellflower Response to Recommendations of 2019-2020 Los Angeles
County Civil Grand Jury Report on “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on
Food Waste”

Dear Presiding Judge:

The City of Bellflower (“City”) has reviewed the Civil Grand Jury Report on A Diet for
Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste (the “Report”). In accordance with California
Penal Code Sections 933 (c) and 933.05, the following are the City’s responses to the
Report's recommendations:

Recommendation 1.1 - Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated
areas, should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at
a farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall,
or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food
waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish
contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council
or landscaping companies for composting.

The City of Bellflower disagrees with this recommendation. Implementing a weekly food
waste drop off-center in the City is not warranted because the City is already mandated
by SB 1383 to establish residential and commercial organic waste recycling programs by
January 1, 2022; and AB 1826 already requires the City to offer organic waste recycling
programs to commercial and multi-family generators. The City intends to implement the
requirements of SB 1383 for residential and commercial generators no later than
January 1, 2022. Currently, in accordance with AB 1826, the City's franchise hauler
already offers organic waste recycling services to commercial and multi-family generators
and provides organic waste recycling services at City facilities. Additionally, SB 1383 and
AB 1826 likely preempt this recommendation.

Recommendation 1.3 - County and city officials should create an incentive program
for residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of
a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste
fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery
stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and
can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.
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October 30, 2020
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The City of Bellflower disagrees with this recommendation. Creating an incentive
program for residents and businesses to separate food waste is not warranted because
beginning in January 1, 2022, SB 1383 will require food waste collection in the residential,
multi-family, and commercial sectors. Furthermore, due to COVID-19 pandemic, the City
has experienced a loss of sales tax revenue and is facing a potential budget deficit.
Implementing an incentive program would be unreasonable since the City will already be
expected to pay for the costs to implement the requirements of SB 1383, which is an
unfunded State mandate. Additionally, SB 1383 likely preempts this recommendation.

Recommendation 1.8 - Modify contracts with food vendor companies that are
inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to
include food waste separation and recycling.

Since the City of Bellflower does not have jurisdiction over the County of Los Angeles, its
facilities, or its contracts with its vendors, the City cannot comment on this
recommendation. The City defers to the County on this recommendation.

Recommendation 1.14 - Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the
11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organic Waste Management Plan
and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new
facilities to handle organic waste.

The City of Bellflower disagrees partially with this recommendation. Implementation of
all of the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management
Plan is not warranted because many of these suggestions will already be required and
preempted with the mandatory implementation of SB 1383 by January 1, 2022, or are
already being implemented, as noted below:

Suggestion 1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance — Required under SB 1383.

Suggestion 2. SFR Recycling Ordinance — Required under SB 1383.

Suggestion 3. Self-Haul Standards — Required under SB 1383.

Suggestion 4. Flow Control — The City is already implementing this suggestion
through its solid waste franchise agreement. The City’s franchise waste hauler is
required to transport organic waste collected from commercial and multi-family
generators to a processing facility for recycling in accordance with AB 1826.

Suggestion 5. Contract Modification - The City has already implemented this
suggestion through a June 2018 amendment of the City’s existing solid waste
franchise agreement which added organic waste recycling services for commercial
and multi-family generators subject to AB 1826. The City will also be considering
another contract modification or new franchise agreement that will incorporate the
requirements of SB 1383.
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Suggestion 6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling - The City has already implemented
this suggestion since it has an exclusive solid waste franchise agreement for both
residential and commercial hauling.

Suggestion 7. Source Separated Organics Collection — The City is already
implementing this suggestion through its solid waste franchise agreement. The

City’s franchise waste hauler provides source separated organic waste recycling
containers to commercial and multi-family generators. The collected organic waste
is then processed at a recycling facility in accordance with AB 1826.

Suggestion 8. Wet/Dry Collection — Required under SB 1383.

Suggestion 9. Incentives — Please see response to Recommendation 1.3 above.

Suggestion 10. Education Only — The City is already implementing this suggestion
through its solid waste franchise agreement. The City currently has a Mandatory
Commercial Organics Recycling Program Action Plan (“MORe Action Plan”) in
place, which expands on the City’s previous Enhanced Mandatory Commercial
Organic Waste Recycling Outreach Program. The MORe Action Plan includes
education and outreach efforts.

Suggestion 11. On-Site Management — The City is already implementing this
suggestion through its solid waste franchise agreement. The City’s franchise
waste hauler is required to transport organic waste collected from commercial and
multi-family generators to a processing facility for recycling in accordance with AB
1826.

The City of Bellflower appreciates the opportunity to respond to the Report. Should you
have any questions regarding the City’s responses, you may contact Bernardo Iniguez,

Public Works Manager, at |IIIIEGEG <t B © via email at
B

Sincerely,

Mayor
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October 12, 2021

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles County Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Via Email to: S

Your Honor,

This letter is in response to a September 17, 2021 letter from Foreperson
Thomas O’Shaughnessy requesting the City’s response to the 2019-2020 LA
County Civil Grand Jury Final Report: “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on
Food Waste”.

We apologize for not sending the City’s response in a timely manner. The
Department of Public Works brought a draft response letter before the City
Council on October 27, 2020 and they approved the response letter (please
see attached). We simply did not send the response out at that time.

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at ||} NN
or I

Sincerely,

Ken gerkman, PE '

Director of Public Works

Attachment: Response Letter dated October 20, 2020

275 EAST OLIVE AVENUE BURBANKCA.GOV
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October 20, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, County 90012

Re: City of Burbank’s Response to the Los Angeles Grand Jury Report “A Diet for
Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste”

On July 31, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitled “A Diet
for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (“Report”). In the Report, the Grand Jury
identified several public policies to increase food waste recycling and organic waste
diversion rates. At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response
from the City of Burbank (“City”) to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14. The City
provides the following responses to these Recommendations in accordance with Penal
Code §933 and 933.05.

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s
unincorporated areas should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The
center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los
Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can
arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling,
or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

City’s Proposed Response: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. A weekly food waste drop-off
center would likely result in minimal diversion, and expenditure of City
resources that are already designated for more effective solid waste
programs. Instead, the City's Public Works Department will focus on
establishing comprehensive organics recycling programs to maximize
organics diversion and participation in compliance with State mandates.
The City is mandated by State law SB1383 to establish residential and
commercial organics recycling programs. Though the requirements for
SB1383 have not yet been finalized, the City’'s residential and commercial
organics recycling programs will be in place and ready to commence no
later than January 1, 2022.
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Grand Jury Recommendation 1.3: County and City officials should create an
incentive program for residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could
be in the form of a gift card to local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount
on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses
(restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s
Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee.

City’s Proposed Response: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not reasonable. The City does not support creating incentives
programs for recycling organics and other materials. Organics
processing/recycling in the Los Angeles region is approximately 30 percent
more expensive than landfilling. The City’s Public Works Department will
focus on establishing comprehensive organics recycling programs to
maximize organics diversion and participation as mandated by State law
SB1383 by January 1, 2022. Subsidies or incentives may also be
challenged under Proposition 218.

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.8: County officials should modify contracts with
food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood
Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias
located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling.
Especially at the Hollywood Bow! which draws more than 17,000 people for most
of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally
draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implanting a food waste recycling
program can be part of a public education campaign.

City’s Proposed Response: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted since it pertains to County facilities. However, the
City supports food waste separation and recycling at large venues. The
Starlight Bowl has had a successful food waste/composting program in
place for all large events for about seven years.

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.14: Elected officials in the County and cities
should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan and express support for the need to increase capacity and site
and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

City’s Proposed Response: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted or is not reasonable. The City will adopt, as required
by State law, many of the suggestions from the Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan if they align with recent State legislation that mandates
organics recycling. The City supports some of the 11 suggestions as
follows:



Suggestions the City agrees or partly agrees with implementing:

1 — Commercial Recycling Ordinance
2 - Single Family Residential Recycling Ordinance
3 — Self-Haul Standards
4 — Flow Control
5 — Contract Modification
6 — Exclusive Commercial Hauling
7 — Source Separated Organics Collection
8 — Wet/Dry Collection

10 — Education Only

11 — On-Site Management

Suggestions the City Disagrees with Implementing:

9 — Incentives: The City does not support providing incentives
since organics recycling will be mandatory by State law
by January 1, 2022. Subsidies or incentives may also be
challenged under Proposition 218.

Sincerely,

N 7%
Sharon Springer
Mayor, City of Burbank
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October 20, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11t Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, County 80012

Re: City of Burbank’s Response to the Los Angeles Grand Jury Report “A Diet for
Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste”

On July 31, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitied “A Diet
for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (“Report’). In the Report, the Grand Jury
identified several public policies to increase food waste recycling and organic waste
diversion rates. At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response
from the City of Burbank (“City”) to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14. The City
provides the following responses to these Recommendations in accordance with Penal
Code §933 and 933.05.

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s
unincorporated areas should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The
center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los
Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can
arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling,
or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

City’s Proposed Response: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. A weekly food waste drop-off
center would likely result in minimal diversion, and expenditure of City
resources that are already designated for more effective solid waste
programs. Instead, the City's Public Works Department will focus on
establishing comprehensive organics recycling programs to maximize
organics diversion and participation in compliance with State mandates.
The City is mandated by State law SB1383 to establish residential and
commercial organics recycling programs. Though the requirements for
SB1383 have not yet been finalized, the City’s residential and commercial
organics recycling programs will be in place and ready to commence no
later than January 1, 2022.
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Grand Jury Recommendation 1.3: County and City officials should create an
incentive program for residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could
be in the form of a gift card to local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount
on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses
(restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, efc. ) have signed up for the city’s
Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee.

City’s Proposed Response: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not reasonable. The City does not support creating incentives
programs for recycling organics and other materials. Organics
processing/recycling in the Los Angeles region is approximately 30 percent
more expensive than landfilling. The City’s Public Works Department will
focus on establishing comprehensive organics recycling programs to
maximize organics diversion and participation as mandated by State law
SB1383 by January 1, 2022. Subsidies or incentives may also be
challenged under Proposition 218. ,

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.8: County officials should modify contracts with
food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood
Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias
located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling.
Especially at the Hollywood Bow! which draws more than 17,000 people for most
of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally
draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implanting a food waste recycling
program can be part of a public education campaign.

City’s Proposed Response: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted since it pertains to County facilities. However, the
City supports food waste separation and recycling at large venues. The
Starlight Bowl has had a successful food waste/composting program in
place for all large events for about seven years.

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.14: Elected officials in the County and cities
should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan and express support for the need to increase capacity and site
and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

City’s Proposed Response: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted or is not reasonable. The City will adopt, as required
by State law, many of the suggestions from the Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan if they align with recent State legislation that mandates
organics recycling. The City supports some of the 11 suggestions as
follows:



Suggestions the City agrees or partly agrees with implementing:

1 — Commercial Recycling Ordinance
2 — Single Family Residential Recycling Ordinance
3 — Self-Haul Standards
4 - Flow Control
5 — Contract Modification
6 — Exclusive Commercial Hauling
7 — Source Separated Organics Collection
8 — Wet/Dry Collection

10 — Education Only

11 - On-Site Management

Suggestions the City Disagrees with Implementing:

9 - Incentives: The City does not support providing incentives
since organics recycling will be mandatory by State law
by January 1, 2022. Subsidies or incentives may also be
challenged under Proposition 218.

Sincerely,

an ?‘é/]"
Sharon Springer
Mayor, City of Burbank



CITY of CALABASAS

September 30, 2021

Thomas O’'Shaughnessy, Foreperson

Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury

222 South Hill Street, 6th Floor, Suite 670
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: City of Calabasas Response to the Los Angeles County Grand Jury Report “A Diet for Landfills:
Cutting Down on Food Waste”

Dear Mr. O’Shaughnessy,

On July 31, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitled “A Diet for Landfills:
Cutting Down on Food Waste” (“Report”). In the Report, the Grand Jury identified several
opportunities for supportive public policies that can incentivize and create avenues to increase food
waste recycling and organic waste diversion rates.

At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response from the City of Calabasas
(“City”) to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14. The City provides the following responses to
these Recommendations in accordance with Penal Code § 933 and 933.05.

Recommendations:

1.1Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food
waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each
Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can
arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish
contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping
companies for composting.

This recommendation will not be implemented. The City is in the process of adopting
an ordinance to comply with AB 1828 and SB 1383 requirements. This includes
providing commercial organics recycling to all multi-family complexes and businesses
that generate organics waste. The City already provides organics recycling to all single
family household residents.

1.3County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to
separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s
market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150
businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s
Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

100 Civic Center Way
Calabasas, CA 91302

2677883
Fax (818) 225-7324



This recommendation will not be implemented. The City is working with CalRecycle
and its franchised hauler to provide organics recycling services to residents and
customer in compliance with SB 1383. Therefore, an incentive program will not be
necessary for participation in organics collection.

1.8 County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County
facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowil, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and
cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at
the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events,
has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds,
implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

This recommendation does not currently apply to the City of Calabasas, which does
not contain any large County facilities within its borders, such as the Hollywood Bowl,
the Arboretum, or the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

1. 14 Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018
Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan’ and express support for the need to increase capacity
and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

Below are the responses to the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide
Organics Waste Management Plan:

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance: Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and
haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already in place) Includes system to
quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action as
necessary.

The City is currently in the process of implementing this recommendation. The City is
preparing an organics recycling ordinance to be adopted by City Council prior to
January 2022. This Ordinance will mandate organics recycling for all customers as well
and include monitoring and education activities to ensure compliance with CalRecycle’s
mandates.

2. Single Family Residence Recycling Ordinance: Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection
requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single-family
residential {SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system
to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action
as necessary.

The City already provides organics (including food waste) collection for single-family
residential dwellings and will provide organics collection to multi-family residential
dwellings in accordance with the SB 1383 timeline. This will be included in the
organics recycling ordinance.

3. Self-Haul Standards: Establish standards or requirements for self-haul {landscapers and other

qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements and audit
procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as well as licensing requirements.

267788.3



There are many landscapers that work within city limits and are not required to provide
disposal reports to the City. Landscapers may be required to provide disposal and
tonnage reports to the City in the future, however, the City will not perform any audits.
Auditing the performance of every self-hauler is impractical and cost prohibitive.

4. Flow Control: Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting
facilities.

Per the City’s franchise agreement with its hauler, the City has the absolute ability to
determine the location for the delivery and/or disposal of all solid waste including
organics.

5. Contract Modification: Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or
franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract language
modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate contract(s),
extension of existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City’s solid waste franchise agreement includes language pertaining to commercial
organics recycling. However, further modifications may be implemented to include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling: Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with
commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City currently has an exclusive franchise agreement with Waste Management for
commercial hauling.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection: Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection
contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic waste to
entities (i.e., residential and commercial) that generate organic waste and deliver the material to
a qualified organics recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions for quantifying
recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City’s current solid waste franchise agreement allows for source separated
organics collection for residential customers as well as commercial customers upon
request.

8. Wet/Dry Collection: Require the hauler to provide two or more separate bins for wet/dry
commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a materials
recovery facility with organics extraction technology. Should include provisions for quantifying
recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

There is no need for this recommendation as organics are collected separately and are
delivered to an organics recycling facility and not a materials recovery facility.

9. Incentives: Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing subsidies
to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and processing of organics to the degree

2677883



necessary to change behavior and establish a successful base program. Should include provisions
for quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.
The City has determined that there is no need to provide incentives for participation in
organics collection as this will be mandated by SB 1383.

10.10. Education Only: No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law.
Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be made
available to businesses to ensure compliance and build program support.

This suggestion will be implemented in accordance with SB 1383. The City has and
will continue to provide education via letters, flyers, annual newsletter and information
provided on the City and Waste Management’s websites.

11.0n-Site Management: Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of
scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods and technologies.

The City currently does not have the available budget or staff to provide on-site
management. However, the City’s franchised hauler, Waste Management, can provide
guidance/assistance upon request from businesses.

The City appreciates the opportunity to provide an update on its organics waste recycling program,
including the forthcoming expansion via the SB 1383 implementation ordinance.

Sincerely,

Robert Yalda, P.E., T.E.
Public Works Director/City Engineer
City of Calabasas

Ce:

Mayor and City Council, City of Calabasas

Kindon Meik, City Manager, City of Calabasas
Matthew Summers, City Attorney, City of Calabasas

2677883



CITY OF CLAREMONT - Tara Schultz, City Manager

City Hall City Manager ¢ (909) 399-5441
207 Harvard Avenue City Clerk » (909) 399-5460
P.O. Box 880 Community Information e (909) 399-5497
Claremont, CA 91711-0880 Personnel ® (909) 399-5450
FAX (909) 399-5492 Technology  (909) 399-5462

www.ci.claremont.ca.us

October 14, 2020

Judith Krimmel, Foreperson

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11% Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Ms. Krimmel:

Enclosed please find the City of Claremont's response to recommendations in
the Civil Grand Jury Report “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste.”
The enclosed response was unanimously approved by the Claremont City
Council at its October 13, 2020 meeting.

Should you have any questions regarding the City of Claremont’s formal
response, please contact Kristin Mikula, Community Services Manager at

I o

Sincerely,

Kristin Mikula
Community Services Manager

Enclosure: City of Claremont's Response to Civil Grand Jury Report



City of Claremont
Response to Civil Grand Jury Report
“A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste”

OVERVIEW

On July 31, 2020, the Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury filed a report, which was
directed to the Mayor and the Claremont City Council entitled “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting
Down on Food Waste.” This grand jury report discusses recommendations for increasing
food waste recycling in Los Angeles County.

The Grand Jury Report included four recommendations which require response from all
88 cities within the County. Required responses must be submitted within 90 days of
report publication, or October 30, 2020.

Responses to the Grand Jury recommendations must indicate that the recommendation
(1) has been implemented; (2) has not yet been implemented but will be in the future; (3)
requires further analysis, (4) will not be implemented because it is not warranted or is not
reasonable. Explanations for responses are requested when applicable.

Pursuant to California Penal Code Section 933(c), the Mayor and City Council of the City
of Claremont provide the following responses to the applicable recommendations
included in the above referenced Grand Jury Report:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities and the County’s unincorporated areas
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer's
market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and Council officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such
as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for
composting.

Response: This recommendation will not be implemented because it is not
warranted or is not reasonable.

The City of Claremont does not currently plan to implement a weekly drop-off
center. This program model is insufficient to meet upcoming regulatory mandates
associated with SB 1383. The amount of diversion associated with a drop-off program
would likely be low when compared to a more convenient and widespread curbside food
waste collection program. The City of Claremont is committed to developing a curbside
food waste collection program for all Claremont customers. The convenience of a
curbside program will likely result in greater participation and diversion than a drop-off
program and be a better use of City resources.
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Recommendation 1.3: County and City officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card
to a local grocery store / farmer’'s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example,
in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops,
etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred
dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

Response: This recommendation has been implemented.

The City of Claremont agrees that incentivizing food waste recycling is a key
component to creating a successful collection program. The City of Claremont currently
offers a commercial food waste recycling program to all Claremont businesses. The
program is included in the base trash rate and businesses can take advantage of
unlimited food waste recycling at no additional cost. All fees for commercial sanitation
service are based upon the frequency of solid waste collection services; therefore,
businesses that optimize their food waste recycling can potentially lower their sanitation
bill by utilizing food waste recycling containers and reducing the number of refuse pick-
ups per week. The City of Claremont intends to continue this sanitation fee model to
encourage greater participation in diversion programs.

At this time, costs to recycle or compost food waste is approximately three times the cost
to landfill food scraps; therefore, food waste diversion programs will likely result in cost
increases. As there is no State or grant funding currently available to offset these
increased costs; the City will likely need to increase solid waste collection fees to cover
the costs of new programs. Increasing the cost for solid waste collection and providing
organic recycling at no additional cost will ensure operational costs associated with the
program are covered while still providing a financial incentive to customers to divert
material.

Recommendation 1.8: County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum,
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to
include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food
options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing
a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

Response: This recommendation will not be implemented because it is not
warranted or reasonable.

The City of Claremont supports the recommendations outlined in
Recommendation 1.8; however, the City of Claremont will not be implementing the
recommendation because it pertains to Los Angeles County facilities outside the City of
Claremont’s jurisdiction.
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Recommendation 1.14: Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and
express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.

Response: This recommendation has not yet been implemented but will be
implemented in the future.

The City of Claremont currently offers a source-separated food waste recycling
program to all commercial customers. The City is committed to expanding food waste
recycling to all residents prior to January 1, 2022. The suggestions outlined in the
Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan will be considered during program
development as well as regulatory requirements associated with SB 1383. The City of
Claremont supports increasing capacity for organic waste processing and siting and
building new facilities to handle organic waste.



City oF COMMERCE

Ivan Altamirano
Mayor

July 22, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foitz Criminal Justice Center

210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: A Diet For Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste

For purposes of subdivision (b) of Section 933, The City of Commerce agrees with the
finding of a report for “A Diet for landfills cutting down on Food Waste”. Please contact
me if you have any questions at

Sincerely,

Mo T

Ivan Altamirano
Mayor
City of Commerce

2535 Commerce Way » Commerce, California 90040 e (323) 722-4805 ¢ FAX (323) 726-6231 » www.ci.commerce.ca.us
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CI1TY OF INDUSTRY

VIA OVERNIGHT AND ELECTRONIC MAIL

September 30, 2021

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90011

Re: City of Industry’s Response to the Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Report-A DIET
FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste

Honorable Judge Taylor:

This letter serves as the City of Industry’s (“City”) response to the July 31, 2020 Los Angeles
County Civil Grand Jury Report, A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste (“Report”),
in accordance with Penal Code Section 933(c), and as a response to your September 17, 2021
correspondence.

In accordance with the Report, the City is required to respond to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3,
1.8, and 1.14. Please see the City’s responses, below.

Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should
establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as
the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City
and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for
recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

City’s Response to Recommendation 1.1:

In accordance with the requirements for response set forth in Penal Code Section 933.05(b),
the City disagrees with this finding, and the recommendation will not be implemented because
it is not warranted. Rather than considering a weekly food waste drop-off center, the City is
currently developing an organics and food waste recycling program to provide residents and
businesses with an organics container for food waste collection and recycling, as required
pursuant to SB 1383. Direct and continuous access to a private, designated food waste
container is anticipated to be more effective in diverting food waste from landfills than
transporting food waste to an off-site location.

15625 Mayor Day Way ¢ City of Industry, California 91744 « 626.333.2211 « www.cityofindustry.org
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Recommendation 1.3: - County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a
local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city
of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed
up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their
trash collection fee.

City’s Response to Recommendation 1.3: In accordance with the requirements for response
set forth in Penal Code Section 933.05(b), the City disagrees with this finding, and the
recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted. The City has not
considered an incentive program for residents and businesses to recycle their food waste.
While incentives programs may help increase food waste recycling, SB 1383 requires cities to
establish enforcement measures that include penalties for non-compliance. As a result of the
State required enforcement, the City anticipates that residents and businesses will participate
in the food waste recycling program to avoid non-compliance penalties.

Recommendation 1.8: - County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies
that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000
people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally
draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can
be part of a public education campaign.

City’s Response to Recommendation 1.8: While the Report requires a response to

Recommendation 1.8, the City has no jurisdiction over County facilities or County contracts,
therefore the City will not provide further response to this Recommendation.

Recommendation 1.14: - Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express
support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic
waste.

City’s Response to Recommendation 1.14: In accordance with the requirements for
response set forth in Penal Code Section 933.05(b), the City disagrees with this finding, and
the recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted. The City is updating
the ordinance to require organics and food waste recycling and recovery, as mandated by SB
1383, and may address and implement the 11 suggestions provided in the “County Wide
Organics Waste Management Plan — Executive Summary” should they be required under
applicable State law.

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance - Adopt an ordinance with requirements for
businesses and haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already
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in place). Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with
requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City is preparing an ordinance that will require organics and food waste recycling
for commercial uses, in accordance with State law.

2. SFR Recycling Ordinance - Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection
requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single-
family residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4
units. Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements
and methods for enforcement action as necessatry.

The City is preparing an ordinance that will require organics and food waste recycling
for residential dwelling units, , in accordance with State law.

3. Self-Haul Standards Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers
and other qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting
requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as
well as licensing requirements.

The City currently has a permit program for self-haulers in place and this permit
program will remain in effect with the updated ordinance.

4. Flow Control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting
facilities.

The City's franchise hauler will process the organic and food waste material at
facilities to meet the State’s diversion requirements.

5. Contract Modification - Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection
contract or franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may
include contract language modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family
collection into separate contract(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises or
qualified licensing. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

The contract between the franchise hauler and the City has been updated recently.
Per the contract, the franchise hauler is required to provide solid waste collection
and recycling services subject to the City’s requirements. The requirements are to
be set forth in the City’s ordinance and Staff is proposing to include providing
collection services for commercial businesses, multi-family residential dwellings, and
single-family dwellings with containers necessary to meet requirements of SB 1383.
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The contract includes provisions for quantifying total tonnages of solid waste and
recyclables collected within the City.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling - Establish new trash collection contracts or
franchises with commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling
requirements.  Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

The City, has for many years, been in a trash collection contract with the current
franchise hauler. To meet the new recycling requirements set forth by the State, the
City negotiated a consolidated and restated exclusive franchise agreement for solid
waste and recyclables collection with the franchise hauler. Therefore, a new trash
collection contract is not necessary.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection - Modify existing contract or establish a new
trash collection contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide separate
collection of organic waste to entities (i.e., residential and commercial) that generate
organic waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or composting
facility. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions.

The organics recycling program will require separation of organics by businesses for
collection by the Franchise Hauler, and the Franchise Hauler will process the organic
materials accordingly at designated facilities.

8. Wet/Dry Collection - Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry
commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered fo a
materials recovery facility with organics extraction technology. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently working on various options for the collection of organics material;
this program will be outlined in the City’s ordinance. One of the options include
providing commercial uses three separate containers, with one container designated
solely for organic materials, including food waste, and the other container(s)
designated for the servicing of dry material, including recyclables.

9. Incentives - Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by
implementing subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and
processing of organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and establish a
successful base program. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery and
reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.
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The City has not considered incentives for participation in organics collection as it is
not required under SB 1383.

10. Education Only - No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the

law. Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources that
would be made available to businesses to ensure compliance and build program
support.

Last year, the City conducted outreach to businesses via an informational brochure
which detailed the upcoming changes under SB 1383. This information is provided
on the City’s website as well. The City will also be sending out additional information
material to businesses towards the end of this year to remind businesses and
residents about the upcoming changes to their trash service and will include
information about organics and food waste recycling. In the outreach provided by the
City, businesses have been encouraged to reach out to the City’s consultant
regarding organic recycling methods to meet the requirements of SB 1383.

11.0n-Site Management - Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the

implementation of scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods and
available technologies

The City recognizes the limited capacity for organics and food waste recycling and
has been exploring options for establishment of an organics recycling facility.

It is my understanding that this correspondence adequately responds to the 2019-2020 Los
Angeles Civic Grand Jury Final Report and fulfills all of the City’s responsibilities, pursuant to
California Penal Code Section 933(c). Should you have any questions or need any additional
information, please contact Bing H. Hyun, Assistant City Manager, at ||} NNEE

extension i, or via email at [N

Regards,

ol
Cory C. Mo

Mayor
cc:

City of Industry City Council (via e-mail)
Joshua Nelson, City Manager (via e-mail)

Bing Hyun, Assistant City Manager (via e-mail)
James M. Casso, City Attorney (via e-mail)



125 East College Street ® Covina, CA 91723-2199

October 12, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11* Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re:  Response to Recommendations in LA County Civil Grand Jury Report Entitled “A Diet
for Landfills”

Dear Honorable Presiding Judge,

The City of Covina (City) has received the July 8, 2020 letter issued by the County of Los Angeles
Civil Grand Jury regarding the report entitled A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food
Waste. As required by California Penal Code Sections 933(c), 933.05(a), and 933.05(b), contained
herein is the City’s response to the recommendations outlined in the Grand Jury report.

The City of Covina recognizes the negative impact of organic waste upon our region’s landfills,
and supports activities that beneficially reuse this material and divert it from disposal. The City
also recognizes the unfortunate loss of edible food that is currently disposed, and fully encourages
local food recovery efforts.

In accordance with the aforementioned Grand Jury report, mayors of the 88 cities within Los
Angeles County must respond to recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14, which are presented on
pages 19 through 21 of the report. Responses presented on behalf of the City of Covina are
outlined in the table on the following pages.

If you require further information regarding this response, please feel free to contact City Manager
Mr. Chris Marcarello, a

Sincerely,

\C?V OF COV%?A

Victor Linares
Mayor
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CITY OF CULVER CITY vavon O

9770 CULVER BOULEVARD ALEX FISCH
CULVER CITY, CALIFORNIA 80232-0507 VICE MAYOR
CITY HALL Tel. (310) 253-6000
COUNCIL MEMBERS
FAX (310) 253-6010 ONIEL i
MEGHAN SAHLI-WELLS
THOMAS AUJERO SMALL

October 26, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Via e-mail: S

Subject: City of Culver City’s Responses to A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down
on Food Waste Civil Grand Jury Report by the 2019-2020 Los Angeles
County Civil Grand Jury

Dear Presiding Judge:

The City of Culver City appreciates the opportunity to review and provide responses to
the A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste Civil Grand Jury Report. City staff
has included Culver City’'s responses in the following document.

If you have any questions, or if you wish to discuss this further, please contact Ms. Kim
Braun, Environmental Programs and Operations Manager at || G o
by calling

Singerely,

s

G&&N Eri

Mayor

cc.  The Honorable Members of the City Council
John M. Nachbar, City Manager
Charles D. Herbertson, P.E. & L..S., Director of Public Works & City Engineer
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Responses to Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury: A Diet for Landfills

1.1Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish
a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market,
such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste
collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts
with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or
landscaping companies for composting.

The City of Culver City has implemented a similar recommendation. Culver City
provides all single family residents with an organics container. Food waste,
compostable preducts including napkins, paper towels, soiled cardboard, and green
waste can be comingled in the organics containers for weekly collection. In
accordance with AB 1826, commercial establishments are provided with food waste
containers for a minimum of one time per week collection. Frequency of service may
increase per establishment depending on need. Organics collection has not been
implemented for Multi-family properties having 5 or more units but will be implemented
in the future.

Organic materials, including food waste, are taken to the Culver City Transfer Station
where the material is tipped and then transferred into semi-truck vehicles. The
material is hauled to American Organics processing facility in Victorville for
composting. The city hosts a compost give-away event annually for its residents. In
FY 2019/2020, Culver City collected approximately 5,200 tons of organic materials.

1.3County and City officials should create an incentive program for residents and
businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a
local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For
example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery
stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program
and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

¥ This recommendation will not be implemented, because it is not warranted. The state
has enacted both AB 1826 and SB 1383 mandating recycling of food waste and
recovering consumable food. Cities and counties must comply, or penalties will be
enforced. The City of Culver City provides organics collection for single family
residents which is included in the refuse rates for the collection of trash, recycling and
organics materials. This rate is levied on the parcel tax annually and is determined by
actual costs to provide these services to the residents. Cuiver City also provides food
waste collection for businesses. There is a cost associated for this service and is
billed monthly. The incentive to businesses for separating food waste is noted in the
reduction of waste generated for collection. This would allow for a decrease in the
frequency of service of waste collection, lowering the rates for trash services.
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1.8 County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are
inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to
include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowil,
which draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has
several food options onsite and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking
crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public
education campaign.

v The City has implemented a similar recommendation. All special events permitted in the
City are required to have both a recycling and food waste plan submitted as required for
the permit. The City provides waste, recycling and organics containers for the event and
charges a fee for this service.

1.14 Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in
the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express
support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle
organic waste.

City of Culver City Suggestion - Description from the March 2018 Countywide
Organics Waste Management Plan

1 Commercial Recycling Ordinance:

Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and haulers to achieve
specified recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes system to
quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary.

his recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the
future, by the end of FY 2021/2022 or sooner. An ordinance will be adopted to include
references to state legislation AB 341, AB 1826 and SB 1383. The City currently has a
system in place to quantify recovery through the transfer station weighmaster system and
quarterly waste characterization analysis at various processing facilities. The City also
has an Environmental Compliance Inspector to monitor compliance and provide outreach
and education to residents and businesses not in compliance. The City will need to
establish methods of enforcement in the ordinance.
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2 SFR Recycling Ordinance:

Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on properties not
subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single family residential (SFR)
dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system to
quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary.

This recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the
future, by the end of FY 2021/2022 or sooner. An ordinance will be adopted to include
references to state legislation AB 341, AB 1826 and SB 1383 as well as properties not
subject to AB 1826. The City currently offers waste, recycling and organics to all single
family residents and multi-family residential units with 2 — 4 units. The City currently has
a system in place to quantify recovery through the transfer station weighmaster system
and quarterly waste characterization analyses at various processing facilities. The City
also has an Environmental Compliance Inspector to monitor compliance and provide
outreach and education to residents and businesses not in compliance. The City will
need to establish methods of enforcement in the ordinance.

3 Self-Haul Standards:

Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other qualified
providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements and
audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as well as licensing
requirements.

/—This recommendation has not yet been implemented but will be implemented in the future.

Culver City is currently an exclusive franchise and collects most materials in-house with
city staff. This includes construction & demolition debris. However, the City will research
establishing standards for self-haul landscapers and determine a process to gather this
data to determine that minimum standards are being met. The City will consider adjusting
business licensing requirements to include annual recycling reports.

4 Flow Control:

Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting
cilities.

\/ This recommendation has been implemented. Culver City is currently an exclusive

franchise and collects all materials in-house with city staff. This includes construction &

demolition debris. As a result, the City directs all materials collected to qualified
processing and composting facilities.
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5 Contract Modification:

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise
to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract
language modifications, separation of commercial/muiti-family collection into
separate contract(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises or qualified
licensing. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

\/This recommendation has been implemented as the City is an exclusive franchise and
collects all materials in-house with city staff. This includes construction & demolition
debris. The City maintains data of all materials recovered and follows all reporting
mandates by the state.

6 Exclusive Commercial Hauling:

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with commercial or other
exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement
actions.

/This recommendation has been implemented as the City is an exclusive franchise and
collects materials in-house with city staff. This includes construction & demolition debris.
The City maintains data of all materials recovered and follows all reporting mandates by
the state.

7 Source Separated Organics Collection:

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise

to require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e.,

residential and commercial) that generate organic waste and deliver the material to

a qualified organics recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions for
juantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

T

his recommendation has been implemented as the City is an exclusive franchise and
collects materials in-house with city staff. This includes construction & demolition debris.
The City maintains data of all materials recovered and follows all reporting mandates by
the state.
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8 Wet/Dry Collection:

Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry commercial
collection system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a materials
recovery facility with organics extraction technology. Should include provisions
for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

‘/{' his recommendation has been implemented as the City is an exclusive franchise and
collects materials in-house with city staff. This includes construction & demolition debris.
The City provides separate bins for trash, recycling and organics to residents and
businesses. The City maintains data of all materials recovered and follows all reporting
mandates by the state.

9 Incentives:

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing
subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and processing
of organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and establish a successful
base program. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery and reporting
compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.

%&Z his recommendation will not be implemented as it is not warranted. AB 1826 and SB
1383 require that food waste and organics be diverted from landfills. The City currently
has a program for residents and businesses. A reduction in trash fees and service is the
incentive for businesses to separate food waste from the trash. The Environmental
Compliance Inspector monitors residents and businesses through inspection of
containers to determine contamination levels. Educational materials are provided to
assist with compliance.

10 Education Only:

No change to contracts but educates businesses to comply with the law. Includes
business compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be
fade available to businesses to ensure compliance and build program support.

This recommendation has been implemented. The City has an Environmental
Compliance Inspector who inspects containers provided to .businesses to ensure
compliance. The Inspector also provides educational materials to businesses concerning
state and local legislation. if a business does not have a recycling or organics program,
the inspector will provide direction to the business to begin the recycling and organics
programs.

In addition, Culver City implemented a Sustainable Business Certification Program.
Businesses that comply with the parameters of the program including reductions in water
usage, energy usage, trash volumes are celebrated annually with an awards ceremony,
recognition by the City Council and certifications to be placed in the windows of their
facilities.
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11 On-Site Management:

Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of scalable on-
site organics management aggregation methods and available technologies

This recommendation has been implemented. The City will provide guidance to
businesses that need to implement an organics program but do not have the space
requirements for an additional organics container. Businesses are advised of new
anaerobic digester technologies that could be installed in their facilities to digest food
waste to comply with current state legislation. All new development plans are reviewed
and require that space be provided for organics containers or for aerobic digester
installation in food preparation establishments.

Culver City is very aware of the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities
to handle organic waste. Culver City will express support to establish regional
infrastructures to process organics waste. Culver City and other municipalities on the
westside of Los Angeles County are in critical need of such a facility but due to spatial
restraints there is little opportunity to develop the infrastructure necessary to process
organics materials. Culver City would support efforts by the County of Los Angeles to
develop that infrastructure.
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Honorable Kevin Brazle, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11t Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste

Dear Judge Brazile:

The City of Diamond Bar is in receipt of the Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury's 2019-2020
report fitled: A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste, which was released July 31,
2020. California Penal Code Sections 933(a), 933.05(a). and 933.05(b) require that the public
agency provide response to all Recommendations within ninety (90) days following the
release of the report, and no later than October 31, 2020. More specifically, the report
requires incorporated cities in Los Angeles County to provide responses to
Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8 and 1.14,

This response was reviewed and authorized by the Diamond Bar City Council af the
October 20, 2020 City Council meeting.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the responses to the grand jury report. Please
contact City Manager Daniel Fox ot [ o T i ony
questions regarding the submitted response.

Sipceyely,

e Mg
teve Tye
Mayor

Attachment 1: City of Diamond Bar Response to Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Report

cc:  City Council
Daniel Fox, City Manager
Ryan McLean, Assistant City Manager
David Liu, Public Works Director/City Engineer
Greg Gubman, Community Development Director
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R1.1. Each of the 88 cities, and the Counly’s unincorporated areas, should
establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be atf a
farmer’s markel, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City
Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange
for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling,
or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

R1.1 Response: The City agrees with this recommendation. The
recommendation requires additional analysis.

In addition to the provision for weekly residential refuse collection
services, the existing residential solid waste agreement with Waste
Management includes a yard waste reduction discount. Residents
that receive backyard composting instruction (including viewing a
video or attending a City-sponsored event) and secure a
composting container are eligible for a waiver of the mandatory
yard waste bin, resulting in an ongoing monthly savings. The City
works with the Los Angeles County Public Works Smart Gardening
Program, to host an average of three (3) free public composting
classes per year.

In order to comply with Recommendation R1.1, the City would need
to amend its contracts with either its residential and/or commercial
waste haulers to expand the current services to provide for a food
waste drop-off center, and further analysis is needed as to whether
having a drop-off center is the appropriate program for increasing
residential food waste recyclingin the City. A reasonable timeframe
for determining whether such a program is viable is 12 months after
the contracts are amended.

R 1.3 County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents
and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift
card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discounton a solid waste
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fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants,
grocery stores, coffee shops, etfc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps
program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee.

R 1.3. Response: City agrees with this recommendation. The
recommendation has been partially implemented.

The City of Diamond Bar contracts for commercial waste hauling
services under an exclusive franchise with Valley Vista Services. This
franchise was amended in 2017 to include, among other terms, a
new source separated organic collection service. Businesses are able
to establish service using a 96-gallon cart, minimum 1 day per week
collection at the established rate of $43.01 per month. The City's
pricing for organic waste recycling is lower than trash rates, thus
providing an economic incentive for participating businesses.

Although the City generally agrees with this finding, to implement
incentives for recycling of residential food waste, the City would
need to amend its residential solid waste agreement with Waste
Management. The City can work with Waste Management to
determine whether the provisions of incentives will increase the
recycling of food waste within the City, what the incentives would
consist of and the associated cost. If such a program appears viable,
the City estimates successful implementation in approximately 12
months after the contract is amended.

R 1.8. County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that
are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County
hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the
Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people142 for most of its
summer concert events, has several food options onsite, 143 and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picknicking crowds, implementing a
food waste recycling program can be part of a public education
campaign.
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R1.8 Response: Not applicable. This recommendation is directed to the
County only.

R 1.14 Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in
the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan 146 and
express support for the need to increase capacity and site and bvild new
facilities to handle organic waste.

R 1.14Response: City agrees with this recommendation. The City of
Diamond Bar supports the need to increase capacity and site and
build new facilities to handle organic waste.

Suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan

R.14(1) - Commercial Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance with
requirements for businesses and haulers to achieve specified recycling
requirements (if not already in place). Includes system to quantify recovery,
monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement
aclion as necessary.

R.14(1) Response: City Agrees. The Recommendations have been
partially implemented.

The existing franchise agreements and Diamond Bar Municipal Code
place the diversion requirements on the waste haulers and not the
specific businesses. Diamond Bar Municipal Code Sec. 8.16.450. -
Diversion requirement, states that “a collector shall not deposit at any
landfill more solid waste than the percentage designated in the
franchise agreement. That percentage of solid waste shall be
diverted from landfills through reduction, recycling and composting
activities. Through implementation of the franchise agreement, a
collector shall assist the city in meeting its diversion obligations under
Public Resources Code § 41780".
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R.14(2) - Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements
on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single-
family residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with
2-4 units. Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with
requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary.

R.14(2) Response: City agrees. In order fo comply with
Recommendation R.14(2), the City will need to consider amending
its Municipal Code to establish organic collection requirements on
single-family residential dwelling and multi-family residential dwelling
with 2-4 units. Further analysis is needed to consult with the existing
waste haulers and determine the best collection methods for an
organic program. A reasonable timeframe for determining whether
such a program is viable, is 12 months.

R.14(3) - Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and
other qualified providers) to meet recycling req virements. Includes
reporting requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards
are being met as well as licensing requirements.

R.14(3) Response: City agrees. Diamond Bar Municipal Code Sec.
8.16.590. - Gardener's exclusion, currently exempts the occasional
removal of green waste as a result of significant tree trimming,
gardening or landscaping activities generating waste beyond that
which can be placed in a container. In order to comply with this
recommendation, the City will need to consider amending the
Municipal Code and evaluate the impacts of removing this
exemption.

R.14(4) - Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or
composting facilities.

R.14(4) Response: City agrees. The existing franchise agreements for
both residential and commercial services contain a requirement for
End Use of Green Waste. Solid waste contractors are required to
divert green waste materials collected through weekly cart, holiday
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tree collection, roll-off box collection and mixed waste processing
from disposal. Contractors are responsible for monitoring how the
green waste will be diverted and for selecting alternative facilities, if
necessary, to ensure diversion.

In order to comply with Recommendation R14.(4), the City will need
to amend its contract with its residential and commercial waste
haulers to expand the current services to provide for a food waste
drop-off center and further analysis is needed as to whether having
a drop-off center is the appropriate program for increasing
residential food waste recycling in the City. A reasonable timeframe
for determining whether such a program is viable, including
successful implementation, is 12 months after the contracts are
amended.

R.14(5) - Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection
contract or franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such
action may include confract language modifications, separation of
commercial/multi-family collection into separate contract(s), extension of
existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement
actions.

R.14(5) Response: City Agrees. The Recommendations have been
implemented.

R.14(8) - Establish new frash collection confracts or franchises with
commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling
requirements. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

R.14(6) Response: City Agrees. The Recommendations have been
implemented.

R.14(7) - Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection
contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide separate collection of
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organic waste to entities (i.e., residential and commercial) that generate
organic waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or
composting facility. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery,
reporling compliance and enforcement actions.

R.14(7) Response: City Agrees. The Recommendations have been
partially implemented.

In order to comply with Recommendation R14.(7), the City will need
to amend its contract with either its residential waste hauler to
expand the current services to provide for a separate collection of
food waste. Further analysis is needed to determine the appropriate
program for implementing a residential food waste recycling
program. A reasonable timeframe for determining whether such a
program is viable, including successful implementation, is 12 months
after the contracts are amended.

R.14(8) - Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry
commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are
delivered to a materials recovery facility with organics extraction
technology. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

R.14(8) Response: City Agrees. The Recommendations have been
implemented.

R.14(9) - Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by
implementing subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection,
separation and processing of organics to the degree necessary to change
behavior and establish a successful base program. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery and reporling compliance to maintain
eligibility for incentives.

R.14(9) Response: To implement incentives for recycling of residential
food waste, the City would need to amend its residential and
commercial solid waste agreement. The City will work with Valley
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Vista Services, Inc., and Waste Management to determine whether
the provisions of incentives will increase the recycling of food waste
within the City, what the incentives would consist of, and the
associated cost. If such a program appears viable, the City estimates
successful implementation in approximately 12 months after the
contfracts are amended.

R.14(10) - No change to conftracts but educate businesses to comply with
the law. Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of
resources that would be made available to businesses to ensure
compliance and build program support.

R.14(10) Response: City Agrees. The Recommendations have been
implemented.

Education and outreach have been a key factor in increasing AB
1826 compliance. The City has incorporated organics outreach using
the jurisdiction's and the hauler's websites, notices through hauler
biling inserts, and providing written notices including outreach
materials to all covered businesses.

R.14(11) - Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the
implementation of scalable on-site organics management aggregation
methods and available technologies.

R.14(11) Response: City Agrees. The Recommendations have been
implemented.

The City has performed site visits to the majority of the City businesses,
starting in early 2017. The City has provided advice of organics
program implementation, expanding traditional recycling, and
minimizing trash services and associated costs. In 2019, the City also
began educating business on food waste donations and helping
firms with minimal organic waste generation to be granted di minimis
waivers as allowed by AB 1826.
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In addition to the public education methods stated above, the City
has also worked with the franchised commercial waste hauler, Valley
Vista Services Inc., to establish an AB1826 business assistance
program that directly supports compliance technical assistance
provided to business owner/managers. This is a collaborative
approach and includes hauler provided in-person monitoring
activities, on site assessments and the implementation of program
recommendations included in technical assistance reports provided
to businesses.
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RE: City of Duarte Response to the Los Angeles County Grand Jury Report “A DIET
FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste”

Honorable Presiding Judge of the Superior Court,

The City of Duarte (“Duarte”) is in receipt of the Civil Grand Jury Report titled, “A DIET FOR
LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (“Report™), issued on July 31, 2020. In the Report,
the Grand Jury identifies a number of challenges and opportunities for agencies in their efforts to
divert organic waste from landfills.

This letter is sent as the City’s response under California Penal Code Sections 933(c), 933.5(a),
and 933.05(b) to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14 in the Report.

Recommendation 1.1

Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food
waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each
Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials
can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can
establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or
landscaping companies for composting.

Response
This recommendation will not be implemented because Duarte believes it is not warranted. The

City currently offers food waste recycling programs to commercial customers through its
franchise waste hauler, Burrtec Waste Services. The City continues to work with Burrtec to bring
all qualifying customers into compliance with the State organic waste mandates outlined in AB
1826, SB 1383 and AB 827 (which will require all customers to subscribe to organics services).



Duarte believes that directly providing businesses and retail food customers food recycling
services through their existing solid waste services provider is a more practical and efficient
solution to food waste recycling than a weekly food drop-off where customers would have to
self-haul to the site. Further, with the additional burden placed on municipal services and the
negative budget impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, Duarte does not believe it has the
resources in staffing, location, clean up, and traffic control that would likely be needed for such a
drop off.

Recommendation 1.3

County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to
separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s
market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150
businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s
Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection

Jee.

Duarte intends to give this recommendation further analysis. The City’s current food waste
recycling pricing model was established to neutralize cost hurdles. Specifically, the City adopted
a rate structure whereby the cost of a food waste recycling bin is available at the same cost as a
trash bin of the same capacity. Additionally, state law SB 1383 requires maximum organics
diversion and participation by January 1, 2022. The final rule for SB 1383 is still in
development, but the City intends to have its organics recycling systems in place to meet the
deadlines set by the State. Potential funding sources for any incentive program would have to be
identified, which is a particular challenge given the negative budget impacts from the COVID-19
pandemic. Given that participation at this time is mandated by law, it requires further analysis
whether additional incentives are necessary.

Recommendation 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food companies that are inside County facilities,
such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and
cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling.
Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer
concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert
picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public
education campaign.

This recommendation is directed to the County, not Duarte, and therefore will not be
implemented. While the City sees merit in this recommendation, Duarte does not operate
facilities of the food waste magnitude described. However, the City will implement mandatory



organics recycling for its Recreation facilities (Senior Center, Teen Center, Community Center)
events as mandated by SB 1383.

Recommendation 1.14

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018
Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to increase
capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

The City responds to each of the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan as follows:

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance with requirements for
businesses and haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already in
place). Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements
and methodis for enforcement action as necessary.

Currently, the City is working with Burrtec and CalRécycle to draft commercial recycling
ordinance to be implemented in 2021.

2. SFR Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection
requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single-
Jamily residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4
units. Include system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and
methods for enforcement action as necessary.

Suggestion two will be in implemented in accordance with SB 1383’s timeline. CalRecycle
recently released a sample ordinance for SB 1383 that will establish organic collection
requirements for single and multi-family residential dwellings. City staff and Burrtec will
evaluate monitoring and enforcement options to include in an ordinance.

3. Self-Haul Standards. Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers
and other qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting
requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as
well as licensing requirements.

This recommendation is not fully feasible due to insufficient staff available to implement,
monitor, and audit self-hauling reports from third party landscapers. Chapter 6.09 of the Duarte
Municipal Code provides that any recycling company or waste hauler removing recyclable
materials from the waste stream shall report such diversion to the city, and indicate the type and



amount of material diverted on a form approved by the city within thirty days after the end of
each calendar quarter.

4. Flow Control. Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or
composting facilities.

Flow control is currently being implemented through the City’s exclusive franchise agreement
with Burrtec Waste Industries to assure that materials are being delivered to qualified processing
and composting facilities.

3. Contract Modification. Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection
contract or franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may
include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract language
modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate
contract(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing.
Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance, and
enforcement activities.

The City currently implements this suggestion through the current franchise agreement with
Burrtec Waste Services. The City already requires that commercial facilities participate in
separating and recycling organic materials for qualifying commercial and multi-family
collection. A future amendment to the franchise agreement will strengthen language around
enforcement activities to reflect the passage of a commercial recycling ordinance.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling. Establish new trash collection contracts or
franchises with commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling
requirements. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement action.

The City is implementing this suggestion. The City’s solid waste franchise agreement currently
contains provisions for diversion and composting of organic waste including outreach on
compliance. Annual reporting requirements also include detailed information on tonnage and
facilities used for organic waste processing. A future amendment to the franchise agreement will
strengthen language around recovery, compliance and enforcement activities.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection. Modify existing contract or establish a new
trash collection contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide separate
collection of organic waste to entities (i.e. residential and commercial) that generate
organic waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or



composting facility. Should include a provision for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement action.

The City is implementing this suggestion. The City already requires that qualifying commercial
facilities participate in the separation and recycling of organic materials based on State-defined
thresholds. A future amendment to the franchise agreement will strengthen language around
enforcement activities to reflect the passage of a commercial recycling ordinance. The City will
further modify the franchise agreement and any additional City codification needed to meet State
SB 1383 requirements in regard to other customer sectors once the final regulation has been
released.

8. Wet/Dry Collection. Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for
wet/dry commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are
delivered to a materials recovery facility with organics extraction technology. Should
include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement
actions.

Duarte believes this suggestion is premature. The City does not see a need for wet/dry separation
at this time and believes that an operational history for the type and quantity of organic materials
collected for recycling should be established before requiring this type of separation, to see if it
is warranted and efficacious. The City will continue to monitor commercial needs and gauge
feasibility of this suggestion before considering implementation of any changes to existing
services.

9. Incentives. Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by
implementing subsidies to offset costs of collection, separation and processing of
organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and establish a successful base
program. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery and reporting
compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.

This suggestion requires further analysis. Given that participation in commercial organics
recycling is mandated by law, it is unclear whether incentives are necessary. Incentives for
residential organics recycling may be a useful tool to increase enrollment, but this will be
dependent on available funding sources in a time of very limited budgets.

10. Education Only. No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the
law. Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources that
would be made available to businesses to ensure compliance and build program
support.



Recognizing that education and outreach are essential components ensuring compliance, the City
already implements this suggestion. Burrtec currently provides a comprehensive outreach and
education program to commercial customers including site visits, waste assessments, and making
available educational materials in City facilities. Burrtec mails information in quarterly bill
inserts and regularly publishes information in the Duarte Chamber of Commerce newspaper.
Additionally, Burrtec does annual educational updates to the Duarte Chamber of Commerce
members and the Duarte City Council.

11. On-site Management. Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the
implementation of scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods and
available technologies.

The City has implemented this suggestion. Burrtec has an outreach team that works with
individual businesses to assist in establishing their organics program. Support provided includes
onsite training, printed materials and recommendations for equipment.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this report. Should you have any further questions,
please do not hesitate to contact Assistant to the City Manager Victoria Rocha atjjjj N

-

Sincerely,

g

Daniel Jordan
City Manager
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October 21, 2020

RE: FY 2019-20 Grand Jury Report on “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on a
Food Waste” - City of E1 Segundo’s Response

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11th Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

As requested on July 8, 2020, the City of El Segundo has reviewed the attached 2019-20
Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Report on landfills and its official response to the
applicable “Recommendations” and “Suggestions” are as follows:

Grand Jury Recommendation #1.1 (Page 19)

“Each of the 88 cities, and the County s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly
food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer s market, such as the one held
each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and
County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility
for recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.”

City of El Segundo Response:

This recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the
future, with a timeframe mentioned below for implementation. The City, in conjunction
with EDCO, City’s residential and Civic services hauler, will establish a weekly food
waste drop-off center at the farmer’s market held each Thursday on Main Street. The
City believes the best time to begin this implementation is summer of 2021 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The City also intends to focus its resources on implementing SB
1383 food waste diversion requirements by January 2022; namely that collection of food
waste diversion will be required of all residences, multi-family properties, and commercial
generators. Collecting food waste diversion from commercial and residential generators
is more likely to be more effective than regional drop-off centers.
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Grand Jury Recommendation #1.3 (page 20)

“County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to separate food waste.
This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer s market, or a discount on a solid waste
Jee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.)
have signed up for the city's Food scraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee.”

City of El Segundo Response:

This recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. The City does
not have the resources and the financial means at this time to implement this program. Starting in January 2022,
collection of food waste will be required of all residences, multi-family properties, and covered commercial
generators under SB 1383. Should the County create any incentive program, the City will gladly support the
County’s program. The City is required by the State to have organic waste recycling systems in place by January
1, 2022 and begin enforcement actions of the systems beginning January 1, 2024. The final ruling for SB 1383 is
still in development. The City’s process will be in place to meet the deadlines set by the State.

Grand Jury Recommendation #1.8 (page 20)

“County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such as
the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County
hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more
than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally
draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public
education campaign.”

City of El Segundo Response:

This recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. This
recommendation is directed towards County officials. The City of El Segundo has no control over County facilities
referenced, nor does it have large facilities mentioned in the recommendation.

Grand Jury Recommendation #1.14 (page 21)

“Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide
Organics Waste Management Planl46 and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build
new facilities to handle organic waste.”

City of El Segundo Responses to following 11 County “Suggestions™:

Suggestion 1: Commercial Recycling Ordinance

This suggestion has been implemented. The City adopted a Commercial Recycling Ordinance in 2019 with AB
341 and AB 1826 recycling requirements for businesses and haulers. State regulations for implementing SB 1383

organics diversion are currently being finalized, after which the State will release model ordinance language for
consideration by jurisdictions later this year.
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Suggestion 2: SFR Recycling Ordinance

The suggestion has been implemented. In 2019, the City adopted a source separated a commercial organic waste
recycling ordinance (AB 1826) for single-family residential dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings. It
incorporated Food Waste as part of organics and food waste along with greens to be placed in the Green bins.
Organics are defined as: Food waste, green waste, landscape and pruning waste, nonhazardous wood waste, and
food soiled paper waste that is mixed in with food waste

Suggestion 3: Self-Haul Standards

The suggestion has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the future, with a timeframe for
implementation. The City is currently establishing standards and requirements for self-haul landscapers to
implement a self-haul identification program, where businesses that self-haul any recycling or organic material
(including multi-family properties that utilize the services of a landscaper) will be required to provide documentation
to the City that effect. The City will have the standards in place by January 2021.

Suggestion 4: Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting facilities

This suggestion will not be implemented because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. The permitted hauler
collected organics are delivered to facilities with the ability to process materials.

Suggestion 5: Contract Modification

This suggestion has been implemented. The City has a new Franchise Agreement for Single Family residents with
automated three cart requirements (gray for general refuse, blue for recycled materials, and green for organics) to
ensure compliance with AB 341, AB 1826 as well as SB 1383 requirements.

Suggestion 6: Exclusive Commercial Hauling

This suggestion has been implemented. The City has implemented a Permitted Hauler Program. The City tracks
implementation of organics recycling through quarterly reports from the permitted commercial haulers.

Suggestion 7: Source Separated Organics Collection

The suggestion has been implemented. The City has established a new refuse collection franchise agreement
to require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic waste to entities that generate organic waste and
deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or composting facility. This includes an aggressive source
separation program in its public works facilities designed to maximize diversion of organics collected from
various right of way collections.

tSuggestion 8: Wet/Dry Collection

This suggestion has been implemented. The City requires all permitted haulers to be compliant with State
regulations.
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Suggestion 9: Incentives

This suggestion will not be implemented because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. Since diversion
requirements are mandated by the State under AB 341, AB 1826 and SB 1383, no incentives are necessary to
encourage participation.

Suggestion 10: Education Only

This suggestion has been implemented. The City began an aggressive public education campaign, including a
quarterly newsletter promoting source-separation and continued public education to single family homes, which
included a dedicated web page provided by the hauler.

Suggestion 11: On-Site Management

This suggestion has been implemented. The City promoted use of the County’s Smart Gardening page at
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/sg. This program also conducts annual workshops, which have been very well-
received by the community. In 2020, the City sent non-compliant letters to businesses and multi-family dwellings
that are subject to AB 1826 to ensure compliance/participation in organics programs.

Sample City Organic Programs Efforts

The City of El Segundo has taken the necessary steps to develop an organics program and educational campaign
to comply with State, County, and Local mandates/requirements. These programs, along with future actions,
will assist further to implement the recommendations and suggestions outlined in the Grand Jury’s report. The
following highlights some of the current organics programs in place within the City of El Segundo:

. Implemented weekly source-separated organics collection to single family residential. The City
contracts with EDCO for residential and civics services waste disposal, which offers a food scrap
collection program where food waste can be placed in the appropriate collection bin, along with

yard waste.
. Adopted a source-separated commercial organic waste recycling ordinance (AB 1826).
. Implemented an aggressive source-separation program at its Public Works facilities designed to

maximize diversion of organics collected from various right of way collections.

. Began tracking implementation of organics recycling through quarterly reports from permitted
commercial haulers.

. Sent non-compliant letters to businesses and multi-family dwellings that are subject to AB 1826 to
enforce participation in organics programs.

. Promoted County “Smart Gardening” page at http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/sg/

. Commenced annual “Smart Gardening” workshops, which have been very well-received by the
community.



Presiding Judge - Los Angeles Superior Court
City of El Segundo Response Letter
October 21, 2020

. Began distributing mulch at “Shred Events” to demonstrate Closed Loop recycling awareness to
the community.

. Began an aggressive public education campaign, which included promoting a source-separatin
quarterly newsletter.

. Continued educating single family dwellings by providing a dedicated web page created by
permitted hauler.

. In conjunction with EDCO, established a weekly food waste drop-off center at the City’s weekly

Downtown Farmer’s Market.

In conclusion, the Grand Jury’s recommendations coincide with El Segundo’s current practices and future plans.
The City remains committed to working with Los Angeles County to develop additional organics programs and
education to comply with Senate Bill 1383 (diverting organics from landfill disposal) and other applicable State,
County, and local laws.

Thank for the opportunity to respond. Should you have any questions and/or comments, please contact City

Manager Scott Mitnick atjj [ -

Sincerely,

Drew Boyles
Mayor

cc: City Council
City Manager



OFFICE of the MAYOR
1700 WEST 162nd STREET / GARDENA, CALIFORNIA 90247-3732 / WWW.CITYOFGARDENA.ORG / PHONE (310) 217-9507

September 23, 2020
REF: 2020.313

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, California 90012

——— -

SUBJECT: CITY OF GARDENA RESPONSES TO RECOMMENDATIONS COUNTY OF
LOS ANGELES’ CIVIL GRAND JURY REPORT “A DIET FOR LANDFILLS”

The City of Gardena has provided the following responses to the recommendation numbers 1.1, 1.3,
1.8, 1.14 included in the County of Los Angeles' Civil Grand Jury’s “A Diet for Landfills” report.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend:

1.1 Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly
food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’'s market, such as the one
held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and
County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility
for recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting. The City of
Gardena disagrees partially with the recommendation. The City does not operate the
farmers’ market; however, the City will reach out to the farmer’s market to determine if a
food waste drop-off center is feasible and would not pose health and safety concerns.
However, the City does not have sufficient staff to manage such a program.

1.3 County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses
to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery
store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of
Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have
signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a
month off their trash collection fee. The City of Gardena disagrees with the
recommendation. Given the financial impact on the City due to COVID-19, the City does
not possess the resources to provide an incentive program.

TASHA CERDA, Mayor / MARK E. HENDERSON, Mayor Pro Tem
PAULETTE C. FRANCIS, Councilmember / ART KASKANIAN, Councilmember / RODNEY G. TANAKA, Councilmember
MINA SEMENZA, City Clerk / J. INGRID TSUKIYAMA, City Treasurer / CLINT OSORIO, City Manager / CARMEN VASQUEZ, City Attorney




1.8

1.14

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside
County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than

17,000 people142 for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite,
and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicing crowds, implementing a food waste
recycling program can be part of a public education campaign. The City of Gardena
agrees partially with this recommendation. While this is an important program, the City of
Gardena does not contract with any food vendors.

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March

2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan146 and express support for the
need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.
Please see the City of Gardena responses in red.

1 Commercial Recycling Ordinance
Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and haulers to achieve
¢ specified recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes system to quantify
recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement
action as necessary. The City of Gardena will take this recommendation under
consideration.

2 SFR Recycling Ordinance
Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on properties not
subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single- family residential (SFR)
dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system to
quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary. The City of Gardena plans to use the model
ordinance developed by CalRecycle. The City plans to adopt the ordinance in the 2™
quarter of 2021.

3  Self-Haul Standards
Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other qualified
providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements and audit
procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as well as licensing
requirements. Self-haul standards will be incorporated in the ordinance referenced in
item #2 above.

4 Flow Control
Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting
facilities. The City of Gardena does not enforce flow control; however, the City will
include the transfer and processing standards included in SB 1383 in their amended
exclusive franchise agreement.

5 Contract Modification
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Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to
include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract language
modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate
contract(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing.
Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions. The City of Gardena is in the process of amending the
exclusive residential and commercial collection services agreement to comply with
the requirements of SB 1383.

Exclusive Commercial Hauling

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with commercial or other
exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should include provisions
for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions. As stated
above, the City of Gardena has an exclusive solid waste agreement for residential
and commercial services. The amended agreement will include all of the
requirements of SB 1383 including those stated in suggestion #6.

Source Separated Organics Collection

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to
require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e.,
residential and commercial) that generate organic waste and deliver the material to
a qualified organics recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions. The City of
Gardena’s amended exclusive agreement will include an organics program where
either food waste will be collected separately or co-collected with green materials or
other materials. The amended agreement will include the diversion, transfer and
processing requirements included in SB 1383.

Wet/Dry Collection

Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry commercial
collection system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a materials
recovery facility with organics extraction technology. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions. It is yet to be
determined whether the amended agreement will include wet/dry routing. The
amended agreement will include the diversion, transfer, processing, reporting, and
enforcement requirements included in SB 1383.

Incentives

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing subsidies
to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and processing of organics to
the degree necessary to change behavior and establish a successful base program.
Should include provisions for quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to
maintain eligibility for incentives. The City of Gardena will take this recommendation
under consideration.

Education Only
No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law. Includes
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Sincerely,

Tasha Cerda,
Mayor

business compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be made
available to businesses to ensure compliance and build program support. Both the

City of Gardena and its exclusive hauler will provide extensive education to all food
waste generators. The amended agreement will include the SB 1383 requirements
for compliance monitoring.

On-Site Management

Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of scalable on-
site organics management aggregation methods and available technologies. The
amended agreement will include requirements to perform site visits and waste
assessments to the food waste generators that they serve.
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October 27, 2020

Via E-mail and U.S. Mail

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center

210 West Temple Street, 11th Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: City of Glendale Response to the Los Angeles County Grand Jury Report entitled “A
Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste”

Honorable Judge Brazile:

On July 31, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitled “A Diet for
Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (“Report”). The Report sets forth findings and makes
extensive recommendations for cities and districts within Los Angeles County to increase food
waste recycling and organic waste diversion rates.

At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury recommends a public education campaign
around food waste, that includes droptoff food waste centers, financial incentives, and adopting
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan. The Grand
Jury further directs the City of Glendale to provide responses to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8,
and 1.14. Accordingly, the City provides the following responses to these Recommendations in
accordance with Penal Code §933 and 933.05.

Recommendations:

Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas,
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s
market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such
as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for
composting.

City’s Response: The City disagrees with the recommendation of establishing weekly food
waste drop-off centers and will not be implemented because it is not warranted and is not
reasonable. Residents are unlikely to walk or drive their food waste over to a neighborhood
drop off center thereby resulting in minimal diversion, possible contamination, and expenditure
of City resources that are already designated for more effective programs. While the City
supports a backyard composting program (in 2019, the City held four composting workshops
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which had a total of 150 attendees), and hosts four neighborhood gardens, weekly food waste
drop-off centers are not likely to divert much food waste.

The City of Glendale intends to focus its resources on implementing SB 1383 food waste
diversion requirements by January 2022; namely that collection of food waste diversion will be
required of all residences, multi-family properties, and covered commercial generators.
Collecting from commercial and residential generators is more likely to be more effective than
regional drop-off centers.

Recommendation 1.3: County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card
to a local grocery storeffarmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For
example, in the City of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores,
coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the City's Foodscraps program, and can save
several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

City’s Response: The City of Glendale disagrees with the recommendation and will not be
implemented because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. Starting in January, collection
of food waste will be required of all residences, multi-family properties, and covered commercial
generators under SB 1383. Since food waste diversion is mandated by law, no incentives are
necessary. The City is required by the State to have organic waste recycling systems in place
by January 2022 and begin enforcement actions of the systems beginning January 2024 and is
currently revising its Municipal Code to this effect. The City does have a Green Business
Certification Program that gives recognition and a small financial award for implementing green
practices.

Recommendation 1.8: County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum,
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to
include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food
options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing
a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

City’s Response: The City does not disagree with this recommendation; however, the City of
Glendale will not implement this recommendation as it pertains to County facilities. The City of
Glendale cannot comment on practices within County facilities. Under SB 1383, there are
specific food waste and edible food recovery requirements for events and venues. The City
intends to adopt these requirements for events and venues as part of a regulatory overhaul
planned during 2021.

Recommendation 1.14: Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and
express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.

City’s Response: The City intends to implement (if not already implemented) many of the
suggestions from the Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan to the extent they align
with State law mandating organics recycling. The City's proposed response to the 11
suggestions are summarized as follows.
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1.

Commercial Recycling Ordinance - Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses
and haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes
system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary.

The City of Glendale is currently reviewing an ordinance with AB 341 and AB 1826 recycling
requirements for businesses and haulers, and anticipates ordinance adoption by January
2021. State regulations for implementing SB 1383 organics diversion are currently being
finalized, after which the State will release model ordinance language for consideration by
jurisdictions later this year. The City expects to use this language as a basis for its
regulatory overhaul during 2021 to include compliance and enforcement programs as
required under SB 1383.

SFR Recycling Ordinance - Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection
requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single-family
residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes
system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary.

The City of Glendale intends to adopt an ordinance with requirements for single-family
residential food waste collection. State regulations for implementing SB 1383 are presently
being finalized, after which the State will release model ordinance language for
consideration by jurisdictions. As these model ordinances are expected later this year. The
City expects to use this language as a basis for its regulatory overhaul during 2021 to
include all relevant elements required under SB 1383.

Self-Haul Standards - Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and
other qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements
and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as well as licensing
requirements.

A jurisdiction may have relatively easy oversight over commercial haulers, where investment
in collection equipment is substantial and compliance can be verified by the presence of a
storage container. The City can monitor the activities of 30-40 haulers with relative ease.
However, the fact that a high percentage are likely to operate without a business license and
operate in an environment that has traditionally been unregulated due to low public health-
related impacts, self-haulers are considerably more difficult to regulate and monitor.

The City of Glendale is currently implementing a self-haul identification program, where
businesses that self-haul any recycling or organic material (including multi-family properties
that utilize the services of a landscaper) will be required to provide documentation to the City
to that effect.

Flow control — Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or
composting facilities.

Food waste collected by the City will be incorporated into the green waste and delivered to
facilities able to process the material. The City is currently evaluating obtaining disposal
capacity agreements with qualified organics processing facilities.
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Private haulers operating through the City of Glendale operate throughout the Los Angeles
basin. Their collected organics are delivered to facilities with the ability to process materials.
It should be noted that “flow control” must be exercised with caution, to insure non-
interference with Interstate Commercial Commission requirements.

5. Contract Modification - Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract
or franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract
language modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate
contracl(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should
include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City of Glendale is in the process of revising contractual hauling requirements to insure
compliance with AB 341, AB 1826 as well as SB 1383 requirements. SB 1383 model
regulatory language is anticipated to be released by CalRecycle in 2020, including
jurisdictional reporting, compliance and enforcement requirements that the City intends to
implement by the January 2022 deadline, and would satisfy this recommendation.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling - Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises
with commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should
include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City of Glendale is in the process of revising contractual hauling requirements to insure
compliance with AB 341, AB 1826 as well as SB 1383 requirements. SB 1383 model
regulatory language is anticipated to be released by CalRecycle in 2020, including
jurisdictional reporting, compliance and enforcement requirements that the City intends to
implement by the January 2022 deadline, and would satisfy this recommendation.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection - Modify existing contract or establish a new trash
collection contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic
waste to entities (i.e., residential and commercial) that generate organic waste and deliver
the material to a qualified organics recycling or composting facility. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City of Glendale is in the process of revising contractual hauling requirements to insure
compliance with AB 341, AB 1826 as well as SB 1383 requirements. SB 1383 model
regulatory language is anticipated to be released by CalRecycle in 2020, including
jurisdictional reporting, compliance and enforcement requirements that the City intends to
implement by the January 2022 deadline, and would satisfy this recommendation.

8. Wet/Dry Collection - Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry
commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a
materials recovery facility with organics extraction technology. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

Some commercial haulers are able to collect all materials as single stream and deliver the
mixed waste to a certified high diversion processing facility as allowed under SB 1383. The
City intends to allow that practice, and insure that such haulers inform their customers of the
sorting capacity of their program.

9. Incentives - Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing
subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and processing of organics
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to the degree necessary to change behavior and establish a successful base program.
Should include provisions for quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain
eligibility for incentives.

The City of Glendale does not charge for recycling or green waste collection as an incentive
to maximize diversion. Since diversion requirements are mandated by the state under AB
341, AB 1826 and SB 1383, no incentives are necessary to encourage participation. The
City will be evaluating its rate structure to account for the increased collection costs.

10. Education Only - No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law.
Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be made
available to businesses to ensure compliance and build program support.

Within the coming year, the City of Glendale intends pass an ordinance that includes AB
341 and AB 1826 compliance requirements and to dedicate staffing to inform businesses of
the state and City requirements. While the City does not currently have a monitoring and
compliance program (as these are made optional under AB 341 and AB 1826), it intends on
developing one as required under SB 1383.

11. On-Site Management - Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation
of scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods and available technologies.

The City of Glendale has implemented a Green Business Certification Program, which
allows the review of environmental practices within the business and to seek ways to reduce
environmental impacts. City staff are well versed in organics management technologies and
are able to direct businesses toward relevant local technological solutions.

We thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Report. Should you have any further
questions or desire any further information, please contact me or Acting City Manager, Roubik
Golanian.

Sincerely, o -
\[ Ac\a'xa YL
Vrej A:;anian

Mayor

cc; Glendale City Council
Roubik Golanian, Acting City Manager
Michael Garcia, City Attorney
Yazdan Emrani, Director of Public Works



CITY OF GLENDORA crTy HALL (626) 914-8200

116 East Foothill Blvd., Glendora, California 91741
www ci.glendora.ca.us

October 23, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste (Responses to Recommendations
1.1,1.3, 1.8 and 1.14)

Dear Presiding Judge,

Thank you for providing the report to Los Angeles County municipalities. This serves as great
resource for sustainability planning with the upcoming SB 1383 regulations. In July 2018, the
City Council approved the Second Amendment to our franchise agreement with Athens
Services. The amendment established our Commercial & Multi-Family Organic Waste Program
and enhanced our Residential Green Waste Collection Program by incorporating AB 1594
language. In the coming years, the City intends to work with Athens Services to maintain
compliance for SB 1383.

Per your request, we have compiled responses to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8 and 1.14
below:

e Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas,
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s
market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts with organizations such
as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for
composting.

o Response: The respondent disagrees wholly or partially with the finding; in
which case the response shall specify the portion of the finding that is disputed
and shall include an explanation for the reasons therefor. The recommendation
will not be implemented because it is not warranted or is not reasonable.

o Explanation: With the implementation of SB 1383, city residents will already be
required to have curbside food waste recycling services. The City will work with
our waste hauler, Athens Services, to implement an outreach program to
residents once verbiage and requirements for SB 1383 are finalized.

PRIDE OF THE FOOTHILLS



Los Angeles Superior Court
Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
October 23, 2020

Recommendation 1.3: County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card
to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example,
in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops,
etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred
dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

o Response: The respondent disagrees wholly or partially with the finding; in
which case the response shall specify the portion of the finding that is disputed
and shall include an explanation for the reasons therefor. The recommendation
requires further analysis, with an explanation and the scope and parameters of
an analysis study, and a timeframe for the matter to be prepared for discussion
by the officer or head of the agency or department being investigated or
reviewed, including the governing body of the public agency when applicable.
This timeframe shall not exceed six months from the date of publication of the
grand jury report.

o Explanation: City staff will work with the Chamber of Commerce to recognize
businesses that comply with State organic recycling laws. Incentives in the form
of discounted trash collection fees would have to be discussed with the City’s
waste hauler.

Recommendation 1.8: Modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside

County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling.

o Response: The respondent agrees with the finding. The recommendation will
not be implemented because it is not warranted or is not reasonable, with an
explanation therefor.

o Explanation: There are no major County facilities that contract with food vendors
in the City of Glendora. The City supports the idea of County facilities working
with food vendor companies to incorporate food waste separation and recycling
into their contracts.

Recommendation 1.14: Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11

suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and
express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.

o Response: The recommendation requires further analysis, with an explanation
and the scope and parameters of an analysis study, and a timeframe for the
matter to be prepared for discussion by the officer or head of the agency or
department being investigated or reviewed, including the governing body of the
public agency when applicable. This timeframe shall not exceed six months from
the date of publication of the grand jury report.
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o Explanation: Most of the suggestions require additional funding at a time when
local governments throughout the state are facing financial strain. The need for
funding to implement many of these items needs to be addressed. The City
believes that the 11 suggestions listed in the 2018 Organics Waste Management
Plan should be adopted with consideration for budget and staffing constraints in
light of the COVID-19 pandemic. The City already participates in Exclusive
Commercial Hauling and has modified our contract with our waste hauler to
comply with previous State recycling requirements. Although there is limited
space within County limits to construct new organic waste facilities, the City
acknowledges that there is a need for more infrastructure to comply with
upcoming State laws.

Again, the City of Glendora would like to thank you and the Grand Jury members for the
informative report and recommendations. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
us.

Sincerely,
CITY OF GLENDORA

Michael Allawos, Mayor



CITY OF HAWTHORNE

4455 West 126th Street < Hawthorne, California 90250-4482

October 13, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11 Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Response to the County of Los Angeles Civil Grand Jury A DIET FOR
LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste Report

Dear Presiding Judge,

The City of Hawthorne is committed to diverting organic waste from landfills by promoting
programs as listed on the Food Waste Recovery Hierarchy. On February 12, 2019, the
City Council approved a third and restated agreement with Republic Services, extending
the term of agreement fifteen (15) years from May 8, 2019 to April 30, 2034. On May
26,2020, the City Council approved a solid waste rate increase to the City’s commercial
and industrial accounts in order to implement an Organic Waste Recycling Program which
includes language pertaining to organic waste laws AB 1594 and AB 1826.

City staff and Republic Services are working together on a plan which focuses on the
following:

e AB 1826 and SB 1383 Education and Outreach via Cable TV, city websites, social
media accounts and direct contact

¢ Organic Waste Notice of Violation Letter to non-participating businesses
e Tracking data, monitoring and follow-up

e Developing a convenient residential food waste program as required by SB 1383
by 2022

e Special giveaways to encourage residential engagement



As you are aware, the current pandemic has had devasting impacts on our City,
businesses, and economy. The statewide emergency became a significant barrier in
developing new organic waste programs and conducting in person outreach. The
statewide emergency quarantine prohibited interactions and shifted efforts to meet public
“health and safety priorities. '

The City of Hawthorne will continue to demonstrate good-faith efforts such as promoting
the mandates through our hauler's quarterly newsletters, educating businesses through
the City website, cable TV and social media pages, and working with our hauler to contact
businesses that are still operating, once businesses are in a better position to participate
in engagement.

Below are our responses to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14:

Recommendation 1.1 - Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas,
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s
market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be
taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts with organizations such
as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for
composting.

City’s Response: The City of Hawthorne will research establishing a weekly food waste
drop-off center and arrange for the food waste to be taken to a compost facility. The City's
waste hauler, Republic Services has a weekly organic waste collection route and can
collect the organic waste from participating commercial entities that source separate the
food waste. The City will review its current garden spaces to see if community members
and garden patrons will participate in dropping off food scraps at the garden space or City
Yard for collection by Republic Services. The City appreciates learning about various
nonprofits such as The Los Angeles County Food DROP program and will evaluate what
free resources are available to improve food recovery efforts. Republic Services is also
an active educator in the community, assisting with workshops and videos to help
residents and businesses learn about the value of composting.

Recommendation 1.3 - County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card



to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example,
in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops,
etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program and can save several hundred
dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

City’s Response: The City of Hawthorne and Republic Services will facilitate the
collection of organic waste by allowing the green bin container to be used for organic
waste collection. The program allows residents to enroll in the services and modify their
service level so that the program may remain cost neutral. Furthermore, the City will begin
publicly acknowledging businesses for their exemplary environmental stewardship at
council meetings with and award from the Council and promote their business through
social media and newsletters.

Recommendation 1.8 - County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum,
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to
include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people142 for most of its summer concert events, has several
food options onsite,143 and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds,
implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

City’s Response: The City of Hawthorne will assess contracts with food vendors that
work directly with the City to promote food waste separation and recycling. As part of the
contract, we can ask vendors to promote organics recycling. The City can provide “food,”
“recycling,” and “trash” bins with visible signage. The City can also use available part-time
staff to stand by the bins and educate attendees.

Additionally, the City of Hawthorne passed Ordinance No 2120 August 23, 2016, which
states the following:

8.17.030B Large Events and Large Venues.

Large Events and Large Venues shall be responsible for ensuring and
demonstrating compliance with the requirements of this chapter. In addition to
other requirements in this chapter and the Municipal Code, each Large Event and
Large Venue shall: '

A. Segregate recyclable materials and ensure that employees, contractors,
volunteers, customers, visitors, and other persons on site segregate
recyclable materials.



B. Ensure the Large Event and Large Venue has access to an adequate
number and type of containers needed for collecting and storing recyclable
materials.

C. Provide or ensure the provision of adequate receptacles throughout the
Large Event and Large Venue location to Intake the segregation of
recyclable materials and organic materials convenient for employees,
volunteers, contractors, vendors, exhibitors, presenters, visitors, attendees,
customers, and other persons on site.

D. Ensure that all receptacles used for segregating and storing recyclable
materials, organic materials, and garbage are affixed with signs or labels
that display the appropriate information to enable users to accurately
segregate solid waste and to clearly differentiate which receptacles are
used for recyclable materials, organic materials, and garbage, to minimize
the contamination of material placed in receptacles.

E. Ensure that the contents of the receptacles for recyclable materials and
organic materials are not delivered to garbage containers unless they
include unacceptable levels of contamination.

The City of Hawthorne also passed a recent Resolution in June of 2020 allowing for the
fining of violators in the amount of $250.00, and up to $1,000.00, for noncompliance.
Therefore, the City of Hawthorne has already enacted this recommendation.

Recommendation 1.14 - Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and
express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.



City’s Response: The City of Hawthorne is committed in adopting the 11 suggestions by
January 2022. Below is a brief status update:

Option Name Status
1 Commercial Recycling Completed
Ordinance
2 | Single Family Residence Recycling | scheduled to be presented to council by
Ordinance .December 2021 as required in SB 1383
3 Self-haul standards , Completed
4 Flow Control In Process
5 Contract Modification Scheduled to be presented to council by

December 2021 as required in SB 1383

6 Exclusive Commercial Hauling Completed

7 Source Separated Organics Completed

8 Wet/Dry Collection Not needed, 3 bin system in place

9 Incentives Currently planning giveaways

10 | Education Only Currently in place through newsletters,

electronic social media outreach, Cable
TV and in-person outreach

11 | On-Site Management Completed

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

City Manager
City of Hawthorne



"Our Youth - Our Future'"

CITY OF
HAWAIIAN GARDENS

September 22, 2020

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11th Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re:  City of Hawaiian Gardens’ Response to the Grand Jury Report Entitled “A
DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste”

Honorable Judge Brazile:

On July 8, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitled “A DIET
FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (the “Report™). In the Report, the
Civil Grand Jury recommends that cities and districts in Los Angeles County recommend
a public education campaign around food waste that creates drop-off food waste centers
in more areas of the County and provides financial incentives, as well as County-owned
facilities “leading by example” in recycling food waste.

At the conclugion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response from the City of
Hawaiian Gardens to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8 and 1.14. The City provides the
following responses to these Recommendations in accordance with Penal Code §933.05.

Recommendations:

1.1 The Grand Jury recommends that each of the 88 cities, and the County’s
unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center
can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City
Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food
waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can establish contracts
with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping
companies for composting.

This recommendation will not be implemented. While the City agrees that food
waste must be collected, the establishment of a drop-off center is not necessary at
this time. Currently, the City’s exclusive franchise agreement with Waste
Resources, Inc. includes organic waste service for all residential and commercial
customers. As part of the City’s efforts to ensure compliance with the State
organic waste mandates of AB1826, SB1383 and AB827, all customers will be

21815 PIONEER BOULEVARD, HAWAITAN GARDENS, CA 90716-1237 TEL: (562) 420-2641 FAX: (562) 496-3708
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required to subscribe to organics service. Food waste recycling regulations as
adopted by the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
(CalRecycle) requires cities to pass an ordinance mandating on-site separation and
recycling of food waste for both the commercial and residential sectors under a
specific timeline (enforcement is to begin January 1, 2022). Further, due to
budgetary restrictions resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, the City has
neither the staff nor the funds to arrange for regular pickup and delivery of food
waste as recommended. Thus, a separate drop-off location will be unnecessary
and impractical.

However, the City will monitor resident demands and work with its waste hauler
to gauge feasibility of a drop-off program. The City will also consider organics
programs for inclusions in any future amendment to the franchise agreement.

1.3. The Grand Jury recommends that County and City officials should create an
incentive program for residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in
the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on solid
waste fee. For example, in the City of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants,
grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program and
can have several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

The recommendation has not yet been implemented but will be in the future. The
City is currently reviewing its waste rates for potential changes. Rates for
organics recycling would potentially include a discount for those who source
separate rather than co-mingle which requires processing at material recovery
facility (MRF). Incorporating such discounts will provide incentive to separate
food waste. A tentative timeframe for any rate adjustment/ implementation is Q2
of 2021.

1.8. The Grand Jury recommends County officials should modify contracts with food
vendor companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the
Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County
hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling, etc... implementing a food
waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

The recommendation requires further analysis as the City does not have food
vendor companies that are on or inside City facilities or large permanent venues.
However, the City occasionally hosts large events and has incorporated a
sustainability plan requirement as part of the application process. Furthermore, the
City will work in coordination with its franchised waste hauler to implement food
waste separation opportunities, food waste recycling programs, and public
education as part of and in accordance with SB1383 tiered regulations.
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1.14 The Grand Jury recommends elected officials in the County and cities should adopt
the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan
and express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance with requirements for
businesses and haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already
in place). Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with
requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. Although our current
waste agreement incorporates aspects of organic waste recycling, we are working
with CalRecycle to craft an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory organics
recycling requirements of SB1383. This Ordinance will mandate organics
recycling for all customers as well as monitoring and education activities to
ensure compliance with CalRecycle’s mandates. The City is anticipating model
language for this Ordinance will be released by CalRecycle in Fall 2020.

2. SFR Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection
requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to
single-family residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings
with 2-4 units. Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with
requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. As noted above, we are
working with CalRecycle to craft an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory
organics recycling requirements of SB1383 (as mentioned above). This Ordinance
will include mandatory organics recycling programs for all commercial and
residential customers. This will be made possible utilizing the City’s existing
disposal service which include a variety of container sizes and curbside pick-up
for organics.

3. Self-Haul Standards. Establish standards or requirements for self-haul
(landscapers and other qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements.
Includes reporting requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum
standards are being met as well as licensing requirements.

The City is currently implementing the former part of this recommendation by
including equivalent language in an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory
organics recycling requirements of SB1383. This will utilize annual customer
audits and reporting requirements implemented by the City’s franchised waste
hauler per the existing franchise agreement. However, establishing a system to
regulate self-haul landscapers would be very challenging logistically and thus the
latter part of this recommendation is impractical to implement. The sheer volume
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of unlicensed gardening, and landscaping contractors in the greater Los Angeles
area alone would make this very difficult. It would require a significant amount of
staff effort to manage.

4. Flow Control. Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or
composting facilities.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language
in its franchise agreement currently that ensures maximum diversion and
composting of organic waste. The agreement requires the hauler to take green
waste to a facility that ensures at least 50% diversion upon approval by the City.
A future amendment to the agreement is planned for 2021 that will strengthen this
language, in line with the requirements of SB1383, by extending this requirement
indefinitely and requiring it adapt to any future changes in State or local laws

5. Contract Modification. Modify existing contract or establish a new ftrash
collection  contract or franchise to include specified recycling requirements.
Such action may include contract language modifications, separation of
commercial/multi-family collection into separate contract(s), extension of existing
contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in
its franchise agreement currently that ensures diversion and composting of organic
waste. Quarterly reports are required from the hauler which quantifies recovery to
support reporting compliance. A future amendment to the agreement is planned for
2021 that will strengthen this language and enforcement actions in line with the
requirements of SB1383 as mentioned above.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling. Establish new trash collection contracts or
Jranchises with commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling
requirements. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in
its current franchise agreement that requires 50% diversion and composting of
organic waste along with quarterly reports which quantify recovery from the
franchise hauler. Annual reporting requirements also include detailed information
on tonnage and facilities used for organic waste processing. A future amendment
to the agreement will strengthen this language, in line with the requirements of
SB1383, to include food donation education and reporting along with customer site
audits to help monitor contamination and need of enforcement actions.
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7. Source Separated Organics Collection. Modify existing contract or establish a
new trash collection contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide
separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e., residential and commercial)
that generate organic waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics
recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions for quantifying
recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City is working
with its franchised waste hauler to include a plan for adopting and
implementing a source separated organics collection- program across all
customer sectors. It is anticipated that these new programs will be included
when the franchise agreement is amended in 2021 along with the related ordinance
that will codify said provisions.

8. Wet/Dry Collection. Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for
wet/dry commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are
delivered to a materials recovery facility with organics extraction technology.
Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The Waste Hauler
currently provides a separate container for organic waste to those Commercial
businesses which fall under the SB1383 requirements and anticipate residential
implementation in-line with SB1383 timelines. Ongoing monitoring of the service
will help determine need and feasibility before considering implementation of any
changes to this existing service and any inclusion within the forthcoming franchise
amendment and ordinance.

9. Incentives. Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by
implementing subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and
processing of organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and establish a
successful base program. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery and
reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.

The recommendation has not yet been implemented but will in the future. The City
is currently reviewing waste rates for potential changes, including rates for
organics recycling that could potentially include a discount for those who source
separate. Incorporating such discounts will provide incentive to separate food
waste. Tentative timeframe for any rate adjustment/ implementation is Q2 of 2021.

10. Education Only. No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with
the law. Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources
that would be made available to businesses to ensure compliance and build
program support.
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The City agrees with this recommendation and has begun implementation.
Education and outreach are essential components of the City’s waste program
including site visits, distribution of education materials, and more. Site visits
performed by the waste hauler monitor contamination levels and proper usage of
containers as well as training for staff. These site visits are required annually for all
organic’s customers. Education materials are available in City facilities, distributed
to customers by the waste hauler via mail and in-person, and provided to the public
at special events and through digital media.

11. On-Site Management. Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the
implementation of scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods
and available technologies.

The City agrees with this and has implemented it. As mentioned above, the waste
hauler is required to annually visit organics recycling customers to provide
education and training. This includes contamination monitoring and offering a
variety of container and service types.

We thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Report. Should you have any further
questions or desire any further information, please contact me or City Manager Ernie
Hernandez.

Sincerely,

e Y

Jesse Alvarado, Mayor

CC:

Hawaiian Gardens City Council

Ernie Hernandez, City Manager

Robert Salazar, Assistant Superintendent, Public Works
Ramie Torres, Administrative Technician, Public Works
Megan Garibaldi, City Attorney

Judith Krimmel, Foreperson
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City of Hermosa Beach

Civic Center, 1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254-3885

October 13, 2020

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foliz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Tempile Street, 11th Fioor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: City of Hermosa Beach Response to Grand Jury Report entitled “A DIET FOR
LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste™

Honorable Judge Brazile:

On July 8, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitled “A DIET FOR
LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (the “Report”). In the Report, the Grand Jury
identifies a number of challenges agencies face in their efforts to divert organic waste
from landfills. At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response from
the City of Hermosa Beach (“City") to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14. The City
provides the following responses to these Recommendations in accordance with Penal
Code §933.05.

Recommendations:

1.1 Each of the 88 cities, and the County's unincorporated areas, should establish a
weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the
one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City
and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby
facility for recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

The City's residents and businesses currently have a number of convenient organics
recycling options that make a drop-off center unnecessary. The City's exclusive
franchise agreement for Integrated Solid Waste Management Services includes
organic waste service for all residential and commercial customers. This service is
free for commercial customers and there is a nominal charge for residential
customers. As part of the City's efforts to ensure compliance with the State organic
waste mandates of AB1826, SB1383 and AB827, dll customers will be required to

Page 1 0of 8
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subscribe to organics service. In conjunction with requiring organic waste disposal
options for customers of most food service establishments (per AB827), all residents,
businesses and retail food customers will have convenient organic waste disposal
options. These options include a variety of container types and sizes available for
curbside pick-up of organics from both residential and commercial customers.

However, the City will monitor the behaviors of customers and the pubilic in general
to gauge feasibility of a drop-off program and will consider it to be included in any
future amendment to the franchise agreement.

1.2 County officials should initiate programs using composting technology (such as
Compostology or Earth Cube] that can compact food waste and can be easily installed
in offices and schools.

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach

1.3 County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and
businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local
grocery store/farmer's market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city
of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have
signed up for the city's Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a
month off their trash collection fee.

Implementation of this recommendation has taken the form of free organics
service to all commercial customers. This eliminates any cost prohibitions customers
may claim and additionally incentivizes utilization of organics service by allowing
customers to use this service to reduce their solid waste services and associated
costs. Hermosa Beach utilizes a “pay as you throw" rate structure that incentivizes
customers to reduce waste generation to save money. The same incentivization is
offered for residential customers. Though residential customers pay a nominal fee
for organics service, this allows for reduction of solid waste service and the cost
saving associated with that reduction. Residential customers also have the option
of purchasing home compost bins at a discount to further reduce their organics
disposal. Additionally, the City offers a number of recognition programs for
sustainable businesses which are utilized to encourage organics recycling. These
include participation in the Cdlifornia Green Business Network and the Clean Bay
Restaurant certification program. The City annually recognizes businesses that
have successfully been certified through these programs with public
acknowledgement by City Council and by promoting them on the City's website
and social media.

1.4 County officials should work with community colleges and workforce training
programs, to increase classes about food waste recycling and careers in waste
management that focus on diversion and conversion technologies.

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.
Page 2 of 8
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1.5 County officials should create a garden/compost program at Pitchess Detention
Center in Castaic and investigate the option of a garden at some or all of the juvenile
detention facilities.

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.

1.6 The County Department of Public Health should develop a program to train its 300
food inspectors as “ambassadors” when they are in the field. The inspectors need to be
armed with the Food DROP brochure, as well as information about how that
establishment can safely separate and recycle any food waste. (This recommendation is
also for Long Beach and Pasadena, which have their own Public Health departments.)

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.

1.7 The County Department of Public Health should take the lead in creating a food
waste education component as part of its permit process required for all outdoor public
events that will be serving food. Department officials can work with the event manager
ahead of time to plan for excess edible food donation, and for how food waste will be
collected and separated. (This recommendation is also for Long Beach and Pasadena,
which have their own Public Health departments.)

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.

1.8 County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside
County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than
17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and
fraditionally draws large pre-concert picknicking crowds, implementing a food waste
recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

The City agrees with this recommendation’s suggestion that food waste recycling
at large events is important. The City hosts a variety of large events annually,
including volleyball fournaments, craft fairs, and a summer concert series. The City
actively adheres to the requirements of AB2176 (large venue and large event
recycling) and reports its compliance annually to CalRecycle. Producers of large
events in the City are required to detail their sustainability plans prior to acquiring
required permits. These plans include a number of sustainability elements including
coordination with the City's franchised waste hauler 1o ensure organic recycling
service options are provided, as well as fraditional recycling services. At events,
food vendors must have separate containers for organic waste and the event as
a whole provides larger central containers and regular service. Events may also
utilize food donation programs, per their sustainability plans. The City has no
permanent large venues.

Page 3 of 8
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1.9 The County Board of Supervisors should require that the vendor operating the Hall of
Administration cafeteria institute procedures to separate food waste, both in the food
prep area, and in the dining room.

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.

1.10 The City of Los Angeles should partner with LA Compost to expand fthat
organization's footprint in the city to increase its capacity to collect and compost food
waste.

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.

1.11 The City of Los Angeles should work with its 99 Neighborhood Councils to increase
public education around food waste separation/recycling programs.

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.

1.12 All 80 school districts located in the County should work with local public works and
health department officials to create a garden and compost program in every school,
and monitor edible food recovery efforts.

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.

1.13 All 80 school districts should develop a garden/compost program that can be
available for students in the myriad after-school daycare options available on campus
(LACER, After the Bell, STAR, etc.).

Not applicable to City of Hermosa Beach.

1.14 Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the
March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the
need fo increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

. Commercial Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance with requirements for
businesses and haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already
in place). Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with
requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City is cumrently implementing this recommendation. We are working with
CdlRecycle to craft an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory organics
recycling requirements of AB1826 and SB1383. This was described in the City's
Formal Plan submitted to CalRecycle in Spring 2020 which states that this ordinance
will be finalized and approved before the end of 2020. This Ordinance willmandate
organics recycling for all customers as well as monitoring and education activities
to ensure compliance with CalRecycle's mandates. The City is anticipating model
language for this Ordinance will be released by CalRecycle in Fall 2020.
Page 4 of 8
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2. SFR Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection
requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to
single-family residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-
4 units. Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with
requirements and methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. We are working with
CalRecycle to craft an Ordinance that will codify mandatory organics recycling
requirements (as mentioned above). This was described in the City's Formal Plan
submitted to CalRecycle in Spring 2020. This Ordinance will include mandatory
organics recycling programs for all commercial and residential customers. This will
be made possible utilizing the City's existing disposal service which include a variety
of container size options and curbside pick-up for organics.

3. Self-Haul Standards. Establish standards or requirements for self-haul {landscapers
and other qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting
requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met
as well as licensing requirements.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation by including equivalent
language in an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory organics recycling
requirements of SB1383. This was described in the City’s Formal Plan submitted to
CalRecycle in Spring 2020. This will utilize annual customer audits and reporting
requirements implemented in cooperation with the City’s franchised waste hauler
per the existing franchise agreement.

4. Flow Control. Flow control to direct material collected to quadlified processing or
composting facilities.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in
its franchise agreement currently that ensures maximum diversion and composting
of organic waste. The agreement requires the hauler to take green waste to a
facility that ensures maximum diversion upon approval by the City. A future
amendment to the agreement is planned for 2021 that will sirengthen this
language, in line with the requirements of SB1383, by extending this requirement
indefinitely and requiring it be adaptable for any future changes in State or local
laws

5. Contract Modification. Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection
contract or franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may
include contract language modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family
collection into separate contract(s}, extension of existing contracts or franchises or
quadlified licensing. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.
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The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in
its franchise agreement currently that ensures maximum diversion and composting
of organic waste. A future amendment to the agreement is planned that will
strengthen this language, in line with the requirements of SB1383 as mentioned
above.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling. Establish new frash collection confracts or
franchises with commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling
requirements. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in
its franchise agreement currently that ensures maximum diversion and composting
of organic waste. Annual reporting requirements also include detailed information
on tonnage and facilities used for organic waste processing. A future amendment
to the agreement will sirengthen this language, in line with the requirements of
SB1383, to include food donation education and reporting along with customer site
audits to help monitor contamination.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection. Modify existing contract or establish a
new frash collection contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide separate
collection of organic waste to entities (i.e., residential and commercial] that
generate organic waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling
or composting facility. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

The City agrees with this recommendation and has implemented it. This is in the
current franchise agreement and will be included in any amendments or new
agreements.

8. Wet/Dry Collection. Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for
wet/dry commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are
delivered to a maiterials recovery facility with organics extraction technology.
Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions.

The City currently offers all customers source-separate collection of organics using
dedicated organics containers. The City does not see a need for wet/dry
separation at this time. Ongoing monitoring of the service will help determine need
and feasibility before considering implementation of any changes 1o this existing
service.

9. Incentives. Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by
implementing subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and
processing of organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and establish
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a successful base program. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery and
reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.

The City agrees with this recommendation and has implemented it. Commercial
organics service is free and can help reduce solid waste costs for customers.
Residential organics service is available for a nominal fee and also can offset solid
waste service costs. Existing monitoring and reporting requirements will help gauge
effectiveness of this program. These include tracking tonnage and audits of
customers to determine contamination levels. The City's business recognition
programs mentioned above provide additional incentives to customers for their
organics recycling efforts.

10. Education Only. No change to contiracts but educate businesses to comply with
the law. Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources
that would be made available to businesses to ensure compliance and build
program support.

The City agrees with this recommendation and has implemented it. Education and
outreach are essential components of the City's waste program including: site visits,
distribution of education materials, recognition of sustainable businesses, and more.
Site visits performed by the waste hauler monitor contamination levels and proper
usage of containers as well as training for staff. These site visits are required annually
for all organics customers. Education materials are available in City facilities,
distributed to customers by the waste havuler via mail and in-person, and provided
to the public at special events and through digital media.

11. On-Site Management. Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the
implementation of scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods
and available technologies.

The City agrees with this and has implemented it. As mentioned above, the waste
hauler is required to annually visit each organics recycling customer to provide
education and training. This includes contamination monitoring, offering a variety
of container and service types, and training to customers and staff. Additionaily,
through the City's Clean Bay Restaurant program, every restaurant in the City is
inspected annually and organics recycling education is a mandatory component
of these inspections.
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Please feel free to contact the City's Environmental Programs Manger, Douglas Krauss,
for additional information. He can be reached aof N ©

Sincerely,

[ Mary Cmpll. (e

09A821C62C88498...
Dr. Mary Campbell
Mayor

cc: City of Hermosa Beach City Council
Suja Lowenthal, City Manager
Michael Jenkins, City Attorney
Judith Krimmel, Foreperson
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City of Hidden Hills

6165 Spring Valley Road * Hidden Hills, California 91302
(818) 888-9281 * Fax (818) 719-0083

October 25, 2021

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles County Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminai Justice Center
210 West Temple Street

Eleventh Floor — Room 11-506

Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: City of Hidden Hills Response to the Los Angeles Grand Jury Report “A Diet for
Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste”

Honorable Presiding Judge:

On behalf of the City of Hidden Hills and the Mayor of the City of Hidden Hills (City), please
accept this as our official response to the 2019-2020 County of Los Angeles Civil Grand Jury
regarding the report entitled “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (“Report”).
At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response from the City of Hidden
Hills to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8 and 1.14. We appreciate the ability to submit this letter
as we did not realize that our City did transmit its response. At the October 25, 2021 regular
meeting, the Mayor and the City Council publicly reviewed and approved this letter and below
are the responses as required by California Penal Code Sections 933(c), 933.05(a), and
933.05(b):

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated
areas should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s
market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate
site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby
facility for recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

City’s Response to Recommendation 1.1: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. The City of Hidden Hills is a small city with
approximately 560 households. A weekly food waste drop-off center is not warranted for a city
of our size and implementation would likely result in minimal diversion and would be an
expense and burden on a staff of four persons. In addition, the City is comprised of residential
homes and no businesses (except for a small real estate office). Residents are provided a green
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waste bin and can place food waste in that container. The City’s waste hauler processes the bin
for compost.

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.3: County and City officials should create an incentive
program for residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift
card to local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in
the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have
signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off
their trash collection fee.

City’s Response to Recommendation 1.3: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted and is not reasonable. The City of Hidden Hills is a small city with
approximately 560 households. Residents are provided a green waste bin and can place food
waste in that container. The City’s waste hauler processes the bin for compost. In addition, the
City is comprised of residential homes and no businesses (except for a small real estate office).
Creating an incentive program is not warranted for a city of our size in addition to the fact that
the City has no businesses in its jurisdiction. Furthermore, implementation would likely result in
minimal diversion and would be an expense and burden on a staff of four persons.

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.8: County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food
waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl which draws more than
17,000 people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implanting a food waste recycling
program can be part of a public education campaign

City’s Response to Recommendation 1.8: The recommendation will not be implemented
because it is not warranted since it pertains to County facilities.

Grand Jury Recommendation 1.14: Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt
the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and
express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle
organic waste.

City’s Response to Recommendation 1.14: The City partially agrees with this
recommendation, however, the City will adopt what is required to be adopted by State Law. In
addition, several of the suggestions from the Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan will
not be implemented because it is not warranted or not reasonable as the City does not have any
commercial facilities or businesses. The City’s response to each of the suggestions is as follows:

1. The City has no commercial facilities or businesses therefore this is not applicable.
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2. A Single-Family Residential Recycling Ordinance has already been adopted. All
residents are provided with a green cart for their green waste and food waste. The
franchise hauler is contracted to pick up and process for compost.

3. The City’s solid waste ordinance contains self-haul provisions that require reporting of
waste hauled to ensure diversion requirements are met.

4. The City’s franchise hauler is contracted to process all the residential organic waste
generated in the City.

5. The City’s franchise hauler is contracted to process all the residential organic waste

generated in the City ard is required to submit monthly reports of all activities to ensure

compliance with state solid waste regulations.

The City has no commercial facilities or businesses therefore this is not applicable.

All residents are provided with a green cart for their green waste and food waste. The

franchise hauler is contracted to pick up and process for compost.

The City has no commercial facilities or businesses therefore this is not applicable.

The City only has only residential homes and no commercial facilities or businesses.

There is no need to provide any incentives as residents can place their food waste in their

green waste bin and the waste hauler will pick up and process for compost.

10. The City has no commercial facilities or businesses therefore this is not applicable.

11. The City has no commercial facilities or businesses therefore this is not applicable.

N

O x®

Thank you for providing the City of Hidden Hills with an opportunity to respond to the Report.
Should you have any questions concerning the responses contained in this letter, please contact
City Manager Kerry Kallman a
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October 14, 2020

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11* Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: City of Irwindale’s Response to County of Los Angeles Civil Grand Jury Report entitled “A
DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste™

Dear Honorable Judge Brazile:

The City of Irwindale is in receipt of the 2019-2020 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury letter
and report dated July 8, 2020 and entitled “A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down Food
Waste.” The report outlines findings and extensive recommendations for cities and districts located
in and including Los Angeles County. Such recommendations include creating a food waste drop-
off center; incentive programs for residents and businesses; modifying contracts with food vendors
for large city-owned facilities; and the adoption of 11 Countywide Organics Waste Management
suggestions. City Staff has thoroughly reviewed these recommendations to determine feasibility,
locations, cost, and staff required to implement these recommendations. As such, the City’s
response is outlined below in accordance with Penal Code §933.05.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should
establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. T he center can be at a farmer’s market, such as
the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or another appropriate site. City and
County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for
recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

The City of Irwindale disagrees with this recommendation. A weekly food waste drop-off center
is not feasible for residents or businesses to transport to another location, would likely result in
minimal diversion, and places a strain on City resources due to staffing requirements for
determining a viable location, cleanup, and possible traffic control. While the City does not agree
with this recommendation, we feel that there are other opportunities that are more practical than
providing a drop off center. This opportunities include our comprehensive Organics Recycling
Program for commercial businesses, the future Food Recovery Program required by SB 1383, and
the possibility of creating a community garden with a composting feature for educational purposes
only. Further information is included below on these programs.
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Organics Recycling Program
On December 11, 2019, the City of Irwindale City Council approved the third amendment to the

Exclusive Franchise Agreement for Waste Hauling Services between the City of Irwindale and
Arakelian Enterprises, Inc. dba Athens Services. The amendment added a comprehensive Organics
Recycling Program for all commercial businesses in the City of Irwindale that went into effect on
January 1, 2020. Businesses are offered a separate organics bin(s) based on the level of solid waste
collected weekly until December 31, 2021. The organics bin will also be collected on a weekly
basis. Training and education on what entails organic waste and what goes into the organic waste
bin will be provided by Athens Services’ Recycling Coordinators. Beginning January 1, 2022,
when Senate Bill 1383 enforcement goes into effect per CalRecycle regulations, a 75% discount
will be provided to customers required to recycle their organic waste. Discounts will continue until
January 1, 2025 when customers will be required to pay 100% of the cost to recycle organic waste.

Edible Food Recovery Program

Senate Bill 1383 requires cities and counties to establish an Edible Food Recovery Program. This
program focuses on donating edible food to local food banks such as Shephard’s Pantry, which is
located in the City of Irwindale. As the City of Irwindale and Athens Services work on the City’s
Edible Food Recovery Program, we are currently providing businesses with Shepherd’s Pantry
and Foothill Unity Center’s information to see if they can partner together to divert food from
landfills and even recycling centers, especially restaurants, food distributors, and food
manufacturers.

Potential City Garden
Another partnership the City of Irwindale is considering is with the Los Angeles Community

Garden Council for one of the following:
¢ Educational gardens where staff/independent contractors can teach gardening, landscaping,
composting, nutrition, and cooking.
e Urban farms where volunteers grow vegetables for local markets and people in need.

Staff has completed some research on this program and identified an area at the Jardin de Roca
Skate Park, and an area at Irwindale Park.

The cost to start a garden can be up to $30,000 with a $2,500 annual maintenance cost. Due to
COVID-19, we are unable to move forward with this project; however, it remains on the City’s
list of future projects.

Recommendation 1.3 County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents
and commercial businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a
local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city
of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed
up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their
trash collection fee.

The City of Irwindale agrees with this recommendation. As stated above and included in the City’s
Organics Recycling Program, Athens Services is providing organic waste outreach and education
to Irwindale businesses. Part of that outreach includes setting up organic waste recycling and



referring businesses (restaurants, food distributors and food manufacturers) to food pantries such
as Shepard’s Pantry and Foothill Unity Center to see if there is a viable partnership. Additionally,
Athens Services is working with businesses by identifying their waste stream and the potential to
reduce their trash services by opting into the organics recycling program, which is being offered
as part of their waste hauling services until December 31, 2021. As a continued incentive, discounts
on Separate Organic Waste Services will continue as follows:

Calendar Year Discount

2022 75%

2023 50%

2024 25%

2025 and beyond 0% full cost implemented

Furthermore, the City of Irwindale Public Works Services (PWS) Department is working on
providing other incentives such as indoor organics recycling bins for its businesses. Staff recently
purchased three indoor triple recycling stations for bottles/cans, trash, and organic waste.
Businesses who have set up an organics recycling bin with Athens Services will be entered into a
raffle to win one of these bins. PWS staff is also working with the City’s Public Information Officer
on a social media campaign that would allow for Irwindale businesses to enter a raffle through
social media for another bin. Staff is working on a quarterly raffle where Athens Services
nominates businesses that are recycling their organics and have not had any contamination. Each
winner would receive an indoor triple recycling station for their facility. The goal is to have these
stations available to businesses to help employees sort their organics indoors before they are taken
outside to the organic waste containers. As the program progresses, the City could select other
products and tools needed to have a sustainable and contamination-free organics recycling
program in place for businesses and their employees.

During 2021, City Staff and Athens Services will be working together on residential organic waste
recycling and incentives for residents to recycle their organics.

Recommendation 1.8 County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that
are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000
people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally
draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can
be part of a public education campaign.

The City of Irwindale disagrees with this recommendation as the City does not own any large
facilities such as those listed under Section 1.8 of the Recommendations; thereby, making this
recommendation not applicable. The City will, however, implement mandatory organics recycling
for its Senior Center’s and Recreation Department’s lunch and summer lunch programs,
respectively.



Recommendations 1.14 Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express
support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic

waste.

The City of Irwindale partially agrees with this recommendation. The following is the City’s
response to the 11 suggestions outlined in the LA County March 2018 Countywide Organics
Management Plan and the City position on each suggestion.

ID

POSITION

OPTION

OPTION DESCRIPTION/CITY OF IRWINDALE’S
SUMMARY

1.

Agree

Commercial Recycling
Ordinance

Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and
haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not
already in place). Include system to quantify recovery,
monitor compliance with requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary.

The City will be drafting an organic waste recycling and
general recycling ordinance in 2021.

Agree

SFR Recycling Ordinance

Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection
requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including
but not limited to single-family residential (SFR) dwellings
and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Include
system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with
requirements and methods for enforcement action as
necessary.

Athens and the City will be meeting and conferring in 2021 to
discuss the residential organic waste requirements. Once
finalized, the City will outline these requirements in the
organic waste recycling ordinance. To this end, the ordinance
is set to go before city council in the latter part of 2021.

Disagree

Self-Haul Standards

Establish standards or requirements for self-haul
(landscapers and other qualified providers) to meet recycling
requirements. Includes reporting requirements and audit
procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as
well as licensing requirements.

This recommendation is not feasible due to insufficient staff
available to implement, monitor and audit self-hauling reports
from third party landscapers. The City is asking its businesses
to submit Self-Hauling forms at the end of each year. At this
time, businesses submitting their forms are not providing
recycling data.

Agree
Implemented

Flow Control

Flow control to direct material collected to qualified
processing or composting facilities.

Flow control is currently being implemented through its
Exclusive Franchise Agreement with Athens Services.




Agree
Implemented

Contract Modification

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection
contract or franchise to include specified recycling
requirements. Such action may include contract language
modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family
collection into separate contract(s), extension of existing
contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance,
and enforcement actions.

On December 11, 2019, the City of Irwindale City Council
approved a third amendment to the Exclusive Franchise
Agreement for Waste Hauling Services between the City of
Irwindale and Arakelian Enterprises, Inc. dba Athens Services,
which included a comprehensive Organics Recycling Program
for businesses, which include education, reporting compliance
and enforcement actions.

Agree
Implemented

Exclusive Commercial
Hauling

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with
commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified
recycling requirements. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement
action.

On April 13, 2011, the City of Irwindale entered into an
exclusive commercial and residential waste hauling agreement
with Arakelian Enterprises, Inc. dba Athens Services. The
agreement is for mixed waste processing which allows trash
and recyclables to be commingled into one bin and taken to a
Materials Recovery Facility and Transfer Station. Businesses
do have the option to source separate their recyclables and
some businesses do request this service. Construction and
debris material is also source separated. In 2020, organic waste
is collected in a separate container with separate pick up.

Agree

Source Separated
Organics Collection

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection
contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide
separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e.,
residential and commercial) that generate organic waste and
deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or
composting facility. Should include provision for quantifying
recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

On December 11, 2019, the City of Irwindale City Council
approved a third amendment to the Exclusive Franchise
Agreement for Waste Hauling Services between the City of
Irwindale and Arakelian Enterprises, Inc. dba Athens Services,
which included a comprehensive Organics Recycling Program
for businesses. The City and Athens will meet and confer in
2021 to discuss requirements for Residential Organics
Recycling.

Disagree

Wet/Dry Collection

Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for
wet/dry commercial collection system in which the contents
of certain bins are delivered to a materials recovery facility
with organics extraction technology. Should include




provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance
and enforcement actions.

The City’s current franchise agreement with Athens does
specify collection, diversion, and reporting requirements, as
well as enforcement actions. Organic material is collected
separately from recycling and refuse. The City does not have a
wet/dry collection program in place.

Agree

Incentives

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by
implementing subsidies to offset costs of collection,
separation and processing of organics to the degree
necessary to change behavior and establish a successful base
program. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery
and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for
incentives.

The City and Athens have worked together to develop an
incentive program whereby businesses can complete a waste
stream audit to see how they are able to decrease their waste
services by separating their organics from their waste stream.
Organic recycling bins are included as part of the waste
hauling fees until December 31, 2021. Discounts will be
provided each year and until 2025 when the customer will be
required to pay 100% of their organic services.

10.

Agree
Implemented

Education Only

No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply
with the law. Includes business compliance monitoring and
identification of resources that would be made available to
businesses to ensure compliance and build program support.

The third amendment with Athens Services identifies the
education and public outreach for both AB 1826 and SB 1383.

11.

Agree
Implemented

On-site Management

Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the
implementation of scalable on-site organics management
aggregation methods and available technologies.

On-site management has already been established through the
third amendment with Athens Services. Athens has an
outreach team committed to work with each business to
discuss their solid waste, recycling, and organic recycling
needs. Part of the outreach includes training employees on
identifying organic waste by providing them with printed
materials and offering recommendations on equipment that
will assist with organics recycling.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this report. Should you have any further questions,
please do not hesitate to contact our City Manager William Tam.

Sincerely,

wLbs I B b1

Mayor Albert F. Ambriz




cc:

Irwindale City Council

William Tam, City Manager

Adrian Guerra, City Attorney

Elizabeth Rodriguez, Public Works Services Manager

Judith Krimmel, Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Foreperson



City Council

Michael T. Davitt, Mayor

Jonathan C. Curtis, Mayor Pro Tem
Keith Eich

Richard B. Gunter Ill

Via Certified Mail: Return Receipt Requested Terry Walker
R

FLINTRIDGE

October 27, 2020

Presiding Judge :

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 1 1™ Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Honorable Judge:

The purpose of this letter is to provide required responses to the four recommendations
specified for cities in the Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury report entitled A DIET
FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste. In particular, each of the
recommendations for cities numbered 1.1, 1.3. 1.8 and 1.14 are presented below in bold
font followed by the City’s response.

Recommendation 1.1: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas,
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s
market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to
be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish contracts with
organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping
companies for composting,

The City of La Cafiada Flintridge has already established food waste collection and
composting services available to multi-family and commercial customers through the
City’s three contract haulers. The food waste collected is transported rather long distances
to highly specialized processing and composting facilities that reguire specific types of
permits to site and operate. The City is planning to extend the food waste collection service
to single family residential customers as part of the SB 1383 programs no later than January
1, 2022. In the interim, a community garden or landscaping company is not expected to
have the ability to process food waste, especially including non-vegetative types of food
waste (e.g., meat, fish, seafood and milk products) in a local setting. These types of
facilities require extensive permits and management.

Recommendation 1.3: County and city officials should create an incentive program
for residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift
card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For
example, in the city of Santa Barbara, businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee
shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several
hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.
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The City of La Cafiada Flintridge has already established food waste collection and
composting services available to multi-family and commercial customers through the
City’s three contract haulers. Commercial customers that generate two or more cubic yards
of solid waste per week, including 0.5 cubic yard/week or more of organic waste (i.c., food
waste, food soiled paper that is mixed with food waste, green waste, landscape and pruning
waste, and untreated lumber) are required by AB 1826 to recycle their organic waste. The
requirement also applies to green, landscape and pruning waste for multi-family housing.
The City’s three contract haulers set the rates for services, so there is no opportunity for
the City to restructure the service fee schedules to subsidize the food waste collection costs
with the refuse service fees. With the implementation of SB 1383, these requirements will
be extended to single and multi-family housing, and the food waste recycling program will
be made available to single family residences. The mandated fines associated with non-
compliance with SB 1383 will incentivize residents and businesses to participate in the
organics diversion programs.

Recommendation 1.8: County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the
Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County
hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood
Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert events,
has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking
crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public
education campaign.

The Los Angeles County-owned Descanso Gardens facility, located in the City of
La Cafiada Flintridge, should modify its contracts with food vendor companies to
implement a food waste recycling program.

Recommendation 1.14: Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and

express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.

The 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Otfganics Waste Management Plan are
listed in bold type below followed by the City’s response to each.

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance

Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and haulers to achieve specified
recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes system to quantify recovery,
monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action as
necessary. :

This has been completed and addressed in the La Cafiada Flintridge Municipal Code
Chapter 9.12 Solid Waste Management and Control; Chapter 9.14 Recycling and Diversion
of Construction and Demolition Debris; Service Agreement for Residential Waste,
Recyclables and Green Waste Collection, Disposal and Processing; and, Service
Agreement for Commercial Solid Waste and Recyclables and/or C&D Debris Collection,
Disposal and Processing.
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2. SFR Recycling Ordinance

Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on properties not
subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single family residential (SFR) dwellings
and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system to quantify
recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action as
necessary. ‘

With the implementation of the mandatory ordinance provisions of SB 1383, these
requirements will be extended to single and multi-family housing, and the food waste
recycling program will be made available to single family residences.

3. Self-Haul Standards

Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other qualified
providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements and audit
procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as well as licensing
requirements.

As provided in the City’s current ordinances, self-haul is limited to special authorized
circumstances. The City has an active program to monitor facility reports, although due to
the lack of a statewide requirement for identifying haulers by traceable contact information
(i.e., name and address) the City’s ability to fully audit these reports is limited.

4. Flow Control
Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting facilities.

The City’s authorized waste haulers are required by contract to deliver materials collected
to qualified processing or composting facilities.

5. Contract Modification

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to
include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract language
modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate
contract(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should
include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement
actions.

The City is planning to undertake a contract modification project to address the
requirements of SB 1383 and other issues.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with commercial or other
exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City limits hauling to the City’s authorized waste haulers and occasionally to special
authorized self-haulers.
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7. Source Separated Organics Collection

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or franchise to
require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e.,
residential and commercial) that generate organic waste and deliver the material to a
qualified organics recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City of La Cafiada Flintridge has already established green waste collection and
recycling/composting services for single family residences and organics waste collection
and recycling/composting services available to multi-family and commercial customers
through the City’s three contract haulers. With the implementation of SB 1383, all service
customers in the City will be provided with organics collection and recycling/composting
services. ‘

8. Wet/Dry Collection

Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry commercial collection
system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a materials recovery facility
with organics extraction technology. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery,
reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

Each of the City’s three contract haulers determine which collection system is best for their
operations and receiving facilities.

9. Incentives

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing subsidies to
offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and processing of organics to the
degree necessary to change behavior and establish a successful base program. Should
include provisions for quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain
eligibility for incentives.

The City’s three contract haulers set the rates for services, so there is no opportunity for
the City to restructure the service fee schedules to subsidize the food waste collection costs
with the refuse service fees. With the implementation of SB 1383, the food waste recycling
program will be made available to single family residences and these requirements will be
extended to single and multi-family housing. The mandated fines associated with non-
compliance with SB 1383 will incentivize residents and businesses to participate in the
organics diversion programs.

10. Education Only

No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law. Includes business
compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be made available to
businesses to ensure compliance and build program support.

The City and the City’s three contract haulers have active outreach and monitoring
programs to inform businesses about the AB 1826 requirements and organics services
available and to monitor participation and compliance with these programs and AB 1826.
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11, On-Site Management
Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of scalable on-site
organics management aggregation methods and available technologies.

The City’s three contract haulers have active outreach programs that provide assistance to
businesses regarding organics management aggregation methods. Research and
implementation of technologies, such as organics dehydrators are the responsibility of
individual businesses.

If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Public Works

Management Analyst Jackson Dodd at || o:

Sincerely,

il

Michael T. Davitt
Mayor

cc: Mark R. Alexander, City Manager, La Caiiada Flintridge
Patrick V. DeChellis, Director of Public Works, La Cafiada Flintridge
Jackson Dodd, Management Analyst, Public Works Department, La Cariada Flintridge
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Vicki L. Stuckey
Council Member
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Vice Mayor

Ariel Pe
Council Member
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October 21, 2020 Mavor

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Lakewood Response to Recommendations of 2019-2020 Los Angeles Civil Grand Jury
Report on A Diet For Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste

Dear Presiding Judge:

The City of Lakewood has reviewed the Grand Jury Report on A Diet For Landfills: Cutting Down on
Food Waste. In accordance with California Penal Code Sections 933(c) and 933.05, the following is the
City’s response to the report:

Recommendation 1.1 - Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish
a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held
each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials
can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish
contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping
companies for composting.

The City of Lakewood does not intend to implement this recommendation of providing weekly food
waste drop-off centers. The City of Lakewood will implement the requirements of the State mandated SB
1383 for commercial and residential generators no later than January 1, 2022, which will be conveniently
located at each generator’s address.

Recommendation 1.3 - County and City officials should create an incentive program for residents
and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery
store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the City of Santa Barbara,
150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the City’s
Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

The City of Lakewood does not intend to implement this recommendation of creating an incentive
program for residential and businesses to separate food waste. The City is currently in a structural deficit
and has had a loss of sales tax due to COVID-19. Additionally, the City will have to implement SB 1383,
which is an unfunded mandate that will cost the City and ratepayers more money. Therefore, the City is
not in a position to subsidize food waste services and therefore, cannot provide incentives.

Recommendation 1.8 - Modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County facilities,
such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias
located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling.

[Lakewood

050 Clark Avenue. Lakewood, CA 90712 « (562) 866-9771 « Fax (562) 866-0505 « www.lakewoodcity.org « Email: servicel @lakewoodcity.org
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The City of Lakewood cannot comment on this recommendation of modifying contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities. This is not in the City’s authority.

Recommendation 1.14 - Elected officials in the County and Cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in
the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to
increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

The City of Lakewood neither agrees nor disagrees with this recommendation of adopting all of the 11
suggestions in the Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan. Many of the 11 suggestions are
required with the mandatory implementation of SB 1383 by January 1, 2022.

Commercial Recycling Ordinance — Required under SB 1383. 7

SFR Recycling Ordinance - Required under SB 1383. ~

Self-Haul Standards — Required under SB 1383.

Flow Control — The City’s hauler is responsible for flow control in order to meet all State

requirements (i.e. AB 341, AB 1826, and SB 1383). «

Contract Modification — Contract between the City and hauler will be discussed as required, to

meet all State requirements (i.e. AB 341, AB 1826, and SB 1383)._

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling — City currently has an exclusive contract with one (1) hauler
for both commercial and residential service.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection — Contract between the City and hauler will be discussed
as required, to meet all State requirements (i.e. AB 341, AB 1826, and SB 1383). ~

8. Wet/Dry Collection — Required under SB 1383. _-

9. Incentives — The City does not support, as SB 1383 will mandate organic recycling. ~

10. Education Only — Required under SB 1383. —

11. On-Site Management — Required under SB 1383. ./

PO

w

The majority of the 11 suggestions will be a part of the implementation of the Mandatory SB 1383
requirements and schedule. If the schedule for SB 1383 should be legislatively delayed, so too will the
City’s implementation of those requirements.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to the Civil Grand Jury’s Report. Should you have any
questions, please direct them to Konya Vivanti, Environmental Programs Manage ||| | I <t

M o via cmail of S

Sincerely,

Rl TN >

Todd Rogers
Mayor
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September 29, 2021

Honorable Thomas O’'Shaughnessy
Foreperson

2021-22 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury
222 South Hill Street

Sixth Floor, Suite 670

Los Angeles, California 90012

SUBJECT: RESPONSES TO CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS ON A
DIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

Dear Hon. Foreperson O’'Shaughnessy:

Thank you for your recent letter notifying that the 2021-22 Los Angeles County Civil Grand
Jury Continuity Committee has reviewed all responses regarding the 2019-2020
Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Final Report. As you mentioned, the 2019-2020
Civil Grand Jury issued a report regarding cutting down on food waste and reducing the
impact on local landfills. Responses were required from all 88 cities in Los Angeles
County regarding Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14. You noted the City of
La Mirada did not provide the required responses.

Thank you for bringing this item to the City of La Mirada’s attention and please accept our
apologies for not providing timely responses. Staff has reviewed the Recommendations
and the required responses are provided below.

11 Each of the 88 cities, and the County's unincorporated areas, should
establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a
farmer's market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City
Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for
the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can
establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

Beginning January 1, 2022, all residential refuse/recycling collection accounts in
La Mirada must recycle organic waste in their existing green waste bins.
Recycling crganic material, including food waste, is already a requirement for
most commercial businesses and will become a requirement for all businesses
on January 1, 2022. As you might be aware, a similar requirement as the Grand
Jury’s recommendation is included in Senate Bill 1383, which was enacted during
the 2015-16 legislative session. The City will continue to monitor the needs of the
community and consider implementation of a food waste drop-off center.
Potential partnersnips regarding this endeavor are currently being explored.

Ed Eng, EdD Anthony A. Otero, DPPD Steve De Ruse, D. Min. John Lewis, Esq. Andrew Sarega Jeff Boynton

Mayor Pro Tem Councilmember Councilmember Councilmember City Manager

Mayor
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County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents
and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift
card to a local grocery store/farmer's market, or a discount on a solid waste
fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants,
grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city's Foodscraps
program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee.

This is an interesting 1dea; however, at this time, the City does not anticipate a
need to create an incentive program. Organics recycling will very soon become
mandatory for residential and commercial refuse/recycling collection accounts.
Compliance will be ensured through education and enforcement, as needed. An
incentive program might be considered as an additional tool if organics recycling
is not being achieved at the required level.

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that
are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County
hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the
Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people 142 for most of its
summer concert events, has several food options onsite, 143 and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a
food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

The City of La Mirada operates Splash! La Mirada Regional Aquatic Center and
La Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts. Both facilities use a combination of
City staff and vendors to provide food services. Refuse disposal and recycling
collection, including organics recycling, is handled by EDCO Disposal, the City’s
franchised waste hauler. This past summer, all pre-consumer food waste was
collected and recycled from Splash!. A similar service is scheduled to be
established at the Theaire in the near future.

#1 COMMERCIAL RECYLING ORDINANCE

Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and haulers to
achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes
system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and
methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City has deveioped a comprehensive Organics Recycling Ordinance based
cn the model ordinance provided by CALRecycle. The ordinance addresses the
provisions of SB 1383, AB 341, and SB 1826 including collection, education,
waivers, monitoring, reporting, and enforcement. A first reading of the ordinance
is scheduled for the October 12, 2021 regular City Council meeting with a second
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reading likely to follow at the regular City Council meeting to be held October 26,
2021. The effective date will be January 1, 2022.

#2 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE (SFR) RECYCLING ORDINANCE

Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on
properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to SFR dwellings
and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system to
quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary.

Requirements for properties not subject to AB 1826 are included in the City's
proposed Organics Recycling Ordinance. All La Mirada properties will be required
to participate in organics recycling.

#3 SELF-HAUL STANDARDS

Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other
qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting
requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being
met as well as licensing requirements.

Requirements tor seif-haulers are included in the City’s proposed Organics
Recycling Ordinarnice. The ordinance includes permitting requirements, record
and reporting requirements, and recycling facility requirements.

#4 FLOW CONTROL
Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or
composting facilities.

The City’s franchised hauler, EDCO Disposal, has agreements with several
composting facﬂmns in Southern California. Additionally, EDCO is completing
construction on & new Anaerobic Digestion Facility to ensure capacity for the
City's organic waste stream.

#5 CONTRACT MODIFICATION

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collectiorn contract or
franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may
include contract Ianguage modifications, separation of commercial/muliti-
family coliectior into separate contract(s), extensicn of existing contracts
or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City Attorney is currently drafting an amendment to the franchise agreement
to inciude recycling requirements for organics recycling. EDCO Disposal has
presented a comprehensive organics recycling plan to the City documenting its
responsibilities including collection, reporting, education, and enforcement.
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#6 EXCLUSIVE COMMERCIAL HAULING

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with commercial or
other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should
include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions.

The City currently has an exclusive franchise agreement for commercial
collection, disposal, and recycling with EDCO Disposal including provisions for
guantifying recovery, reporting compliance, and enforcement actions. Any gaps
in these areas will be addressed through the amendmeit process.

#7 SOURCE SEPARATED ORGANICS COLLECTION

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or
franchise to require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic
waste to entities (i.e., residential, and commercial) that generate organic
waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or
composting facility. Should ‘include provisions for quantifying recovery,
reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

Mandatory source separated organics collection will be addressed in the
previously mentioned amendment to the agreement with EDCO Disposal as well
as the proposed ordinance.

#8 WET/DRY COLLECTION

Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry
commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are
delivered to a materials recovery facility with orgarics extraction
technology. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

EDCO Disposal will be processing all separated commercial organics at a
dedicated facility and wiii not need to sort by wet/dry condition of materials. The
City has concerns with the amount of physical space needed to accommodate
twe separate bins within existing refuse enclosures at many commercial
businesses in La Mirada.

#9 INCENTIVES

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing
subsidies to offset the incremental costs of coliection, separation, and
processing of organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and
establish a successful base program. Should inciude provisions for
quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for
incentives.
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Currently, the City does not plan to offer incentive programs. The proposed
ordinance will mandate all residentiai, multi-family, and commercial accounts to
recycle organic waste in compliance with state law. The City and EDCO Disposal
will provide a comprehensive education program to ensure all accounts are aware
and in compliance with organics recycling requirements.

#10 EDUCATION ONLY

No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law.
includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources
that would be made available to businesses to ensure compliance and build
program support.

The City and EDCO Disposal have developed a comprehensive educational
program to promete compiiance. Information is provided through billing invoices
and online on the City's and EDCO Disposal's websites.

#11 ON-SITE MANAGEMENT

Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of
scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods and available
technologies.

EDCO Disposal provides free waste stream audits and mulitiple service options
including frequency of collection and bin size to help commercial accounts
determine the correct service level for their needs.

On behalf of the City of La 'Vllrada | appreciate the opportunity to respond to these
'ecommendatlono If you have any questions, please do ot hesitate to contact my office
at (562) 943-013

Sincerely,

CITY OF LA MIRADA

o “\B%ﬁ

Jeff Boynton

City Manager
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September 29, 2021

Honorable Thomas O'Shaughnessy
Foreperson

2021-22 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury
222 South Hill Street

Sixth Floor, Suite 670

Los Angeles, California 90012

SUBJECT: RESPONSES TO CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS ON A
DIET FOR LANDFILLS: CUTTING DOWN ON FOOD WASTE

Dear Hon. Foreperson O'Shaughnessy:

Thank you for your recent letter notifying that the 2021-22 Los Angeles County Civil Grand
Jury Continuity Committee has reviewed all responses regarding the 2019-2020
Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Final Report. As you mentioned, the 2019-2020
Civil Grand Jury issued a report regarding cutting down on food waste and reducing the
impact on local landfills. Responses were required from all 88 cities in Los Angeles
County regarding Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14. You noted the City of
La Mirada did not provide the required responses.

Thank you for bringing this item to the City of La Mirada’s attention and please accept our
apologies for not providing timely responses. Staff has reviewed the Recommendations
and the required responses are provided below.

1.1 Each of the 88 cities, and the County's unincorporated areas, should
establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a
farmer's market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City
Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for
the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can
establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

Beginning January 1, 2022, all residential refuse/recycling collection accounts in
La Mirada must recycle organic waste in their existing green waste bins.
Recycling organic material, including food waste, is already a requirement for
most commercial businesses and will become a requirement for all businesses
on January 1, 2022. As you might be aware, a similar requirement as the Grand
Jury’s recommendation is included in Senate Bill 1383, which was enacted during
the 2015-16 legislative session. The City will continue to monitor the needs of the
community and consider implementation of a food waste drop-off center.
Potential partnerships regarding this endeavor are currently being explored.

Ed Eng, EdD Anthony A. Otero, DPPD Steve De Ruse, D. Min. John Lewis, Esq. Andrew Sarega

Mayor

Jeff Boynton

Mayor Pro Tem Councilmember Councilmember Councilmember City Manager
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County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents
and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift
card to a local grocery store/farmer's market, or a discount on a solid waste
fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants,
grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city's Foodscraps
program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee.

This is an interesting idea; however, at this time, the City does not anticipate a
need to create an incentive program. Organics recycling will very soon become
mandatory for residential and commercial refuse/recycling collection accounts.
Compliance will be ensured through education and enforcement, as needed. An
incentive program might be considered as an additional tool if organics recycling
is not being achieved at the required level.

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that
are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County
hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling. Especially at the
Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people 142 for most of its
summer concert events, has several food options onsite, 143 and
traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a
food waste recycling program can be part of a public education campaign.

The City of La Mirada operates Splash! La Mirada Regional Aquatic Center and
La Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts. Both facilities use a combination of
City staff and vendors to provide food services. Refuse disposal and recycling
collection, including organics recycling, is handled by EDCO Disposal, the City’s
franchised waste hauler. This past summer, all pre-consumer food waste was
collected and recycled from Splash!. A similar service is scheduled to be
established at the Theatre in the near future.

#1 COMMERCIAL RECYLING ORDINANCE

Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and haulers to
achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes
system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and
methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City has developed a comprehensive Organics Recycling Ordinance based
cn the model ordinance provided by CALRecycle. The ordinance addresses the
provisions of SB 1383, AB 341, and SB 1826 including collection, education,
waivers, monitoring, reporting, and enforcement. A first reading of the ordinance
is scheduled for the October 12, 2021 regular City Council meeting with a second
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reading likely to follow at the regular City Council meeting to be held October 26,
2021. The effective date will be January 1, 2022.

#2 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE (SFR) RECYCLING ORDINANCE

Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on
properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to SFR dwellings
and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system to
quantify recovery, monitor compliance wnth requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary.

Requirements for properties not subject to AB 1826 are included in the City’s
proposed Organics Recycling Ordinance. All La Mirada properties will be required
to participate in organics: recycling.

#3 SELF-HAUL STANDARDS

Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other
qualified providers) to meet recycling requurements Includes reporting
requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being
met as well as licensing requirements.

Requirements for self-haulers are included in the City’s proposed Organics
Recycling Ordinance. The ordinance includes permitting requirements, record
and reporting requirements, and recycling facility requirements.

#4 FLOW CONTROL
Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or
composting facilities.

The City’s franchised hauler, EDCO Disposal, has agreements with several
composting facilities in Southern California. Additionally, EDCO is completing
construction on a new Anaerobic Digestion Facility to ensure capacity for the
City's organic waste stream.

#5 CONTRACT MODIFICATION

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or
franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may
include contract language modifications, separation of commercial/multi-
family collection into separate contract(s), extension of existing contracts
or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City Attorney is currently drafting an amendment to the franchise agreement
to include recycling requirements for organics recycling. EDCO Disposal has
presented a comprehensive organics recycling plan to the City documenting its
responsnbllmes mc.ludmg collection, reporting, education, and enforcement.
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#6 EXCLUSIVE COMMERCIAL HAULING

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with commercial or
other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should
include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions.

The City currently has an exclusive franchise agreement for commercial
collection, disposal, and recycling with EDCO Disposal including provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance, and enforcement actions. Any gaps
-in these areas will be addressed through the amendment process.

#7 SOURCE SEPARATED ORGANICS COLLECTION '
Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or
franchise to require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic
waste to entities (i.e., residential, and commercial) that generate organic
waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or
composting facility. Should ‘include provisions for quantifying recovery,
reportmg compliance and enforcement actuons

Mandatory source separated organics collection will be addressed in the
previously mentioned amendment to the agreement with EDCO Disposal as well
as the proposed ordinance.

#8 WET/DRY COLLECTION '

Require the hauler to prowde 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry
commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are
delivered to a materials recovery facility with organics extraction
technology. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

EDCO Disposal will be processing all separated commercial organics at a
dedicated facility and will not need to sort by wet/dry condition of materials. The
City has concerns with the amount of physical space needed to accommodate
two separate bins within existing refuse enclosures at many commercial
businesses in La Mirada.

#9 INCENTIVES

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing
subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation, and
processing of organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and
establish a successful base program. Should include provisions for

quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for
mcentlves
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Currently, the City does not plan to offer incentive programs. The proposed
ordinance will mandate all residential, multi-family, and commercial accounts to
recycle organic waste in comipliance with state law. The City and EDCO Disposal
will provide a comprehensive education program to ensure all accounts are aware
and in compliance with organics recycling requirements.

#10 EDUCATION ONLY

No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law.

Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources
- that would be made available to businesses to ensure compliance and build

program support.

The City and EDCO Disposal ‘have developed a comprehensive educational
program to promote ¢compliarice. Information is provided through billing invoices
and online on the Clty s and EDCO Disposal’'s websites.

#11 ON-SITE MANAGEMENT
Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of

scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods and available
technologies.

EDCO Disposal provides free waste stream audits and multiple service options
including frequency of collection and bin size to help commercial accounts
determine the correct service level for their needs.

On behalf of the City of La’ Mnrada | appreciate the opportunlty to respond to these
recommendations If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office

1
Sincerely,
CITY OF LA MIRADA

qb%”

Jeff Boynton
City Manager
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October 22, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles County Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re:  Response of City of Lancaster to Los Angeles County Grand Jury Report 4 DIET
FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste

Dear Honorable Presiding Judge:

The City of Lancaster (“Lancaster”) hereby responds to the recommendations set forth in
the Los Angeles County Grand Jury Report A DIET FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food
Waste (“Report”) pursuant to Penal Code Sections 933 and 933.05 and the instructions contained
in the Report. Lancaster responds as follows:

Recommendation “Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should
1.1: establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a
farmer’s market, such as the one held each Thursday near Los
Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County
officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a
nearby facility for recycling, or can establish contracts with
organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or
landscaping companies for composting.”

Response: This recommendation will not be implemented because it is neither
warranted nor reasonable. The definition of the term “Organic
Waste” includes food waste. (Pub Resources Code § 42649.8.)
Businesses and multifamily dwellings that generate four cubic yards
of commercial solid waste per week are required to arrange for
organic waste recycling. (Pub Resources Code § 42649.81.) Organic
waste recycling services are currently offered by Waste Management
— Lancaster’s franchise waste hauler. Establishing a weekly food
waste drop-off center would result in unnecessarily increased costs to
either Lancaster or those persons utilizing the drop-off center.

Recommendation “County and city officials should create an incentive program for
1.3: residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the
form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a
discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa
Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops,

44933 Fem Avenue = Lancaster, CA 93534 + 661.723.6000
www.cityoflancasterca.org
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etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save
several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.”

Response:

This recommendation requires further analysis. Providing a discount
on a business’s solid waste fee is not reasonable because it would
require an amendment to the contract between Lancaster and Waste
Management. Therefore, Lancaster is evaluating whether other
methods to incentivize separation of food waste exist and whether
such incentives would result in meaningful separation of food waste.
Given the current economic uncertainty caused by the global COVID-
19 pandemic, Lancaster’s focus is on incentives that would not require
an expenditure of city funds. Lancaster will complete its evaluation
within six months of the publication date of the Report.

Recommendation
1.8:

“County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood
Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and
cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which
draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer concert
events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws large
pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling
program can be part of a public education campaign.”

Response:

This recommendation requires further analysis. Once county
officials have acted upon this recommendation, Lancaster will
analyze such actions and determine whether the same or similar
actions can be taken in Lancaster. Lancaster is also considering an
ordinance establishing requirements for the collection and recycling
of recyclable materials and collection and organics processing of
organic material. If adopted in its current form, this ordinance would
require special events, which is defined generally as events involving
50 or more people at which entertainment is provided or made
available, to separate organic materials from garbage. Lancaster
expects to act upon this proposed ordinance by the end of the year
and will complete its investigation of the County’s actions within six
months of the publication date of the Report.

Recommendation
1.14:

“Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan and express support for the need to increase
capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.”

Response:

This recommendation has been implemented in part and will not be
implemented in part. Of the 11 separate suggested actions set forth
in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan,

Lancaster has implemented suggested actions 10 and 11. Suggested
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actions 1 and 3 are likely to be addressed by the ordinance identified
in response to recommendation 1.8 above. The remaining suggested
actions will not be implemented at this time because SB 1383
addresses those suggested actions.

Sincerely,
R. Rex Parris
Mayor of the City of Lancaster

cc: Allison E. Burns, City Attorney

44933 Fern Avenue « Lancaster, CA 93534 + 661.723.6000
www.cityoflancasterca.org
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October 5, 2021

County of Los Angeles

Civil Grand Jury

ATTN: Presiding Judge

222 South Hill Street, Sixth Floor, Suite 670
Los Angeles, CA 20012

RE: RESPONSE TO THE 2019-2020 LOS ANGELES COUNTY CIVIL GRAND
JURY FINAL REPORT: A DIET FOR LANDFILLS

Dear Presiding Judge,

The City of La Verne has received the 2019-2020 Los Angeles County Civil Grand
Jury Final Report (Report) titled, “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste”
and has prepared responses to the recommendations located on page 19, below.

Recommendations:

1.1 Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish
a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer's market,
such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another
appropriate site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste
collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish contracts
with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or
landscaping companies for composting.

Despite the City's agreement thai this is a greai suggesiion fot inaiy
communities, it is not practical for the City of La Verne, so the City is choosing
not to implement this suggestion. A weekly food drop off center would be very
costly and not very effective after considering contamination and amount of
anticipated use, due to inconvenience. In lieu of this suggestion, the City of
La Verne has instead chosen to focus on establishing curbside recycling for
food and other organic waste through our Waste Management collection
services, which will officially begin January 1, 2022. Residents will be able to
add food waste into their green carts, which will be picked up weekly for
transportation to an anaerobic digestion facility that will turn it into compost.
Therefore, a drop off center will not be necessary.

SISTER CITIES ngeral Administration 909/596-8726 * Water Customer Service 309/596-8744 e Community Services 309/596-8700
Public Works 909/596-8741 e Finance 909/596-8716 ® Community Development 909/536-8706 e Building 309/596-8713
Police Department 809/596-1913 e Fire Department 909/596-5991 e General Fax 309/596-8737
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1.3 County and City officials should create an incentive program for residents and
businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a
local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For
example, in the City of Santa Barbara,, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery
stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program,
and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

The City of La Verne understands the benefits of this suggestion for many
communities, but is choosing not to implement this suggestion at this time.
Since organic waste (primarily food) waste diversion is mandated by law,
incentives aren’t necessary. Leading up to January 1, 2022 and beyond, the
community will be receiving education and outreach to ensure they understand

that they're required to be adding food waste into their green/organics bins.
Residential properties are already depositing landscape waste into the green

bin, and will now transition into adding food and other organic waste.

The City will be reaching out to non-compliant multi-family and commercial
customers to educate and encourage them to get organics bins before enforcing
the City of La Verne Municipal Code reinforcing the requirements of SB 1383.

1.14 Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the
March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express
support for the need to increase capacily and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste.

Most of the suggestions listed in the 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan are in process or are already being implemented within the
City of La Verne. La Verne is committed to finding practical solutions and
implementation for beneficial use of organic material. As program elements for
SB 1383 are fully implemented, we are confident we will see the results come
to fruition.

Should you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Shawn

Igoe, Director of Public Works at_ or a_.

Sincerely,
Tim Hepburn

Mayor
City of La Verne
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Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11% Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, California 90012

RE: CITY OF LAWNDALE RESPONSES TO RECOMMENDATIONS -
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES’ CIVIL GRAND JURY REPORT
“A DIET FOR LANDFILLS”

The City of Lawndale has provided the following responses to the recommendation numbers 1.1,
1.3, 1.8, 1.14 included in the County of Los Angeles’ Civil Grand Jury’s “A Diet for Landfills”

report.

RECOMMENDATIONS
We recommend:

1.1 Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a
weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as
the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate
site. City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken
to a nearby facility for recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such
as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for
composting.

The City of Lawndale partially agrees with the recommendation. The City is
planning to establish a farmer’s market and is looking into the feasibility of having
a food waste drop-off center at the same location.

14717 BURIN AVENUE + LAWNDALE, CA 90260 -+ (310)973-3200 + Fax (310)644-4556
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1.3

1.8

1.14

County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and
businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local
grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in
the city of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops,
etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred
dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

The City of Lawndale disagrees partially with the recommendation. The City’s
exclusive solid waste franchised hauler provides food waste collection for businesses
that meet the thresholds of AB 1826. Beginning January 1, 2022, all organics
generators will be offered an organics collection program by the franchised hauler. All
customer rates include refuse, recycling and organics collection, and therefore, there
is not a discount for organics service.

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside
County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food
waste separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws

more than 17,000 people:142 for most of its summer concert events, has several food
options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds,
implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education
campaign.

The City of Lawndale agrees partially with this recommendation. While this is an
important program, the City of Lawndale does not contract with any food vendors.

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the
March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Planl40 and express
support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle
organic waste.

Please see the City of Lawndale responses in blue font.

1 Commercial Recycling Ordinance
Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and haulers to achieve
specified recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes system to
quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for
enforcement action as necessary.

The City of Lawndale’s mandatory recycling and organics ordinance will .go
before the City Council on November 1, 2021. The ordinance includes
mandatory recycling and organics collection for residential, multi-family, and
commercial premises.
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SFR Recycling Ordinance

Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on properties
not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single- family residential
(SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes
system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and
methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City of Lawndale’s mandatory recycling and organics ordinance will go
before the City Council on November 1, 2021. The ordinance includes
mandatory recycling and organics collection for residential, multi-family, and
commercial premises.

Self-Haul Standards

Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other
qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting
requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met
as well as licensing requirements.

Self-haul standards are incorporated in the ordinance referenced in items #1
and #2 above.

Flow Control
Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting
facilities.

The City of Lawndale does not enforce flow control. The City’s exclusive solid
waste agreement includes the transfer and processing standards included in SB
1383.

Contract Modification

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or
franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include
contract language modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family
collection into separate contract(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises
or qualified licensing. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery,
reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City of Lawndale entered into ‘a new exclusive solid waste franchise
agreement on January 1, 2020, to comply with the requirements of SB 1383.
The exclusive agreement includes recycling and organic recycling services to
residential, multi-family, and commercial premises throughout the City.
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Exclusive Commercial Hauling

Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with commercial or other
exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement
actions.

Please see item #5 above. The exclusive agreement also includes reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

Source Separated Organics Collection

Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or
franchise to require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic waste
to entities (i.e., residential and commercial) that generate organic waste and
deliver the material to a qualified organics recycling or composting facility.
Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions.

The City of Lawndale’s exclusive solid waste franchise agreement requires
source-separated organics collection.

Wet/Dry Collection

Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry commercial
collection system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a
materials recovery facility with organics extraction technology. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement
actions.

The City of Lawndale’s exclusive franchised hauler only offers source-
separated organics collections and does not offer wet/dry routing.

Incentives

Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing
subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and
processing of organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and establish
a successful base program. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery
and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.

The City of Lawndale’s rates for the collection and processing of organic waste
were set through a competitive request for proposals process. As stated in
response to Recommendation 1.3 above, all customer rates include refuse,
recycling and organics collection, and therefore, there is not a discount for
organics service.
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Sincerely,

10  Education Only

11

No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law. Includes
business compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be
made available to businesses to ensure compliance and build program support.

Both the City of Lawndale and its exclusive franchised hauler provide
extensive education to all organics generators. The exclusive solid waste
franchise agreement includes the SB 1383 requirements for compliance
monitoring.

On-Site Management
Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of scalable
on-site organics management aggregation methods and available technologies.

The exclusive solid waste franchise agreement includes requirements for site
visits to assist businesses with implementation of organic programs and
reduction in refuse collection.

K Futln-poid

Robert Pullen-Miles

Mayor

cc:  Kevin M. Chun, City Manager
Julian Lee, Public Works Director
File
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CITY OF LOMITA

September 15, 2020

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11th Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re:  City of Lomita Response to Grand Jury Report Entitled “A DIET FOR LANDFILLS:
Cutting Down on Food Waste”

Honorable Judge Brazile:

On July 8, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitled “A DIET FOR
LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (the “Report”). In the Report, the Civil Grand Jury
recommends that cities and districts in Los Angeles County recommend a public education campaign
around food waste that creates drop-off food waste centers in more areas of the County and provides
financial incentives, as well as County-owned facilities “leading by example” in recycling food waste.

At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response from the City of Lomita (“City”)
to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8 and 1.14. The City provides the following responses to these
Recommendations in accordance with Penal Code §933.05.

Recommendations:

11 The Grand Jury recommends that each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas,
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as
the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County
officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling or can
establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council or
landscaping companies for composting.

CITY HALL OFFICES ¢ 24300 NARBONNE AVENUE, LOMITA * CALIFORNIA 90717
(310) 325-7110 * FAX (310) 325-4024 » www.lomita.com/cityhall



The City will not implement this recommendation. While the City agrees that food waste must
be collected the establishment of a drop-off center is not necessary or feasible. Currently, the
City’s exclusive franchise agreement with CalMet Services, Inc. includes organic waste service
for all residential and commercial customers for a nominal charge. As part of the City’s efforts
to ensure compliance with the State organic waste mandates (AB1826, SB1383 and AB827), all
customers will be required to subscribe to organics waste service. Food waste recycling
regulations as adopted by the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
(CalRecycle) require cities to pass an ordinance mandating on-site separation and recycling of
food waste for both the commercial and residential sectors under a specific timeline (enforcement
is to begin January 1, 2022). Further, due to budgetary restrictions resulting from the COVID-19
pandemic, the City has neither the staff nor the funds to arrange for regular pickup and delivery
of food waste as recommended. Thus, a separate drop-off location will be unnecessary and
impractical. However, the City will monitor resident demands and work with its waste hauler to
gauge feasibility of a drop-off program and will require its inclusion in any future amendment to
the franchise agreement.

1.3. The Grand Jury recommends that County and City officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery
store/farmer’s market, or a discount on solid waste fee. For example, in the City of Santa Barbara, 150
businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s Foodscraps
program and can have several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection fee.

The recommendation has not yet been implemented but the City will work towards implementing
it in any future rate adjustment/ amendment to the franchise agreement. The City will review
potentially including a discount for those who source separate rather than co-mingle and require
material recovery facility processing (MRF). Incorporating such discounts will provide incentive
to separate food waste. However, as stated above, the City’s exclusive franchise agreement
already includes organic waste service for all residential and commercial customers.

1.8. The Grand Jury recommends County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies
that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and
recycling, etc... implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public education
campaign.

The City will not implement this recommendation. This recommendation is not applicable to the
City because the City has no permanent large venues and the City does not have food vendor
companies that are inside City facilities. The City actively adheres to the requirements of AB2176
(large venue and large event recycling) and reports its compliance annually to CalRecycle.
Producers of large events in the City are required to ensure that organic waste recycling service
options separate from traditional recycling services are provided at food vendor establishments
as well as larger central separated containers and regular service at the event as a whole. Events
may also utilize food donation programs, per their sustainability plans.

CITY HALL OFFICES ° 24300 NARBONNE AVENUE, LOMITA * CALIFORNIA 90717
(310)325-7110 » FAX (310) 325-4024 * www.lomita.com/cityhall




1.14 The Grand Jury recommends elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for
the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and
haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already in place). Includes system to

quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action
as necessary.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City is working with CalRecycle
to craft an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory organics recycling requirements of SB1383.
This Ordinance will mandate organics recycling for all customers as well as monitoring and
education activities to ensure compliance with CalRecycle’s mandates. The City is anticipating
model language for this Ordinance will be released by CalRecycle in Fall 2020.

2. SFR Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection requirements on
properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single-family residential (SFR)
dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units. Includes system to quantify
recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement action as
necessary.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. As previously mentioned, the City is
working with CalRecycle to craft an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory organics recycling
requirements of SB1383 (as mentioned above). This Ordinance will include mandatory organics
recycling programs for all commercial and residential customers.

3. Self-Haul Standards. Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other
qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements and audit
procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as well as licensing requirements.

The City is currently implementing the former part of this recommendation by including
equivalent language in an Ordinance that will codify the mandatory organics recycling
requirements of SB1383. This will utilize annual customer audits and reporting requirements
implemented by the City’s franchised waste hauler per the existing franchise agreement.

However, establishing a system to regulate self-haul landscapers would be very challenging
logistically and thus the latter part of this recommendation is impractical to implement. The sheer
volume of unlicensed gardening, and landscaping contractors in the greater Los Angeles area
alone would make this very difficult. It would require a significant amount of staff effort to
manage. This would impose a regulatory staffing and fiscal burden on the City. Further, due to
budgetary restrictions resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, the City has neither the staff nor
the funds to implement the latter part of this recommendation at this time.
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Flow Control. Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting
Jacilities.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in its franchise
agreement currently that ensures maximum diversion and composting of organic waste. A future
amendment to the franchise agreement is planned for 2021 that will strengthen language related
to this recommendation in line with the requirements of SB1383.

Contract Modification. Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract or
franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract
language modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate
contract(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in its franchise
agreement currently that ensures maximum diversion and composting of organic waste. As
previously mentioned, a future amendment to the franchise agreement is planned for 2021 that
will strengthen this language related to this recommendation in line with the requirements of
SB1383.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling. Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with
commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in its franchise
agreement currently that ensures maximum diversion and composting of organic waste. Annual
reporting requirements also include detailed information on tonnage and facilities used for organic
waste processing. As previously mentioned, a future amendment to the franchise agreement is
planned for 2021 that will strengthen this language related to this recommendation in line with
the requirements of SB1383.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection. Modify existing contract or establish a new trash
collection contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide separate collection of organic
waste to entities (i.e., residential and commercial) that generate organic waste and deliver the
material to a qualified organics recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing this recommendation. The City has language in its franchise
agreement currently that ensures maximum diversion and composting of organic waste. Annual
reporting requirements also include detailed information on tonnage and facilities used for organic
waste processing. As previously mentioned, a future amendment to the franchise agreement is
planned for 2021 that will strengthen this language related to this recommendation in line with
the requirements of SB1383.
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8. Wet/Dry Collection. Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for wet/dry
commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are delivered to a materials
recovery facility with organics extraction technology. Should include provisions for quantifying
recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City currently offers all customers source-separate collection of organics using dedicated
organics containers. The City does not see a need for wet/dry separation at this time. City will
monitor commercial needs and work with its waste hauler to gauge feasibility of this
recommendation and will consider it to be included in any future amendment to the franchise
agreement.

9. Incentives. Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by implementing
subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation and processing of organics to
the degree necessary to change behavior and establish a successful base program. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for
incentives.

The recommendation has not yet been implemented but the City will consider it to be included in
any future rate adjustment/ amendment to the franchise agreement. The City will review
potentially including a discount for those who source separate rather than co-mingle and require
material recovery facility processing (MRF). Incorporating such discounts will provide incentive
to separate food waste. However, as stated above, the City’s exclusive franchise agreement
already includes organic waste service for all residential and commercial customers.

10. Education Only. No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply with the law.
Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of resources that would be made
available to businesses to ensure compliance and build program support.

The City agrees with this recommendation and has implemented it. Education and outreach are
essential components of the City’s waste program. The waste hauler per the franchise agreement
performs annual visits for subject organics generators, offering a variety of container and service
types, ongoing monitoring, inspections, training to customers and staff, distribution of education
materials, recognition of sustainable businesses, and more. Education materials are available in
City facilities, distributed to customers by the waste hauler via mail and in-person, and provided
to the public at special events and through digital media.

11. On-Site Management. Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the implementation of
scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods and available technologies.

The City agrees with this recommendation and has implemented it. Education and outreach are
essential components of the City’s waste program. The waste hauler per the franchise agreement
performs annual visits for subject organics generators, offering a variety of container and service
types, ongoing monitoring, inspections, training to customers and staff, distribution of education
materials, recognition of sustainable businesses, and more. Education materials are available in
City facilities, distributed to customers by the waste hauler via mail and in-person, and provided
to the public at special events and through digital media.
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We thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Report. Should you have any further questions or
desire any further information, please contact me or City Manager Ryan Smoot.

Sincerely,
JKG;ley, Mayor

cc:  Lomita City Council
Ryan Smoot, City Manager
Christi Hogin, City Attorney
Judith Krimmel, Foreperson
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CITY OF Office of the City Manager

LO N < ; | 411 West Ocean Boulevard, 10th Floor Long Beach, CA 90802

(562) 570-6711 FAX (562) 570-7650

October 29, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center

210 West Temple Street, 11t Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Response to “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste”
To Whom It May Concern,

Please see the City of Long Beach'’s (City) responses to the County of Los Angeles Civil Grand Jury’s
recommendations regarding “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste.”

Recommendation 1.1

Grand Jury Recommendation: Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas,
should establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market,
such as the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site.
City and County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility
for recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

City Response: The City believes there are more effective methods to achieve this goal. The City’s
Public Works Department is focused on establishing comprehensive organics recycling systems
to maximize organics diversion and participation as required by SB 1383. The City, as mandated
by state law, must establish residential and commercial organics recycling programs by January
1, 2022.

Recommendation 1.3

Grand Jury Recommendation: County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a
local grocery store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the City
of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up
for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee.




City Response: This work is already underway through the City’s efforts to encourage composting.
The City has been teaching backyard composting to our residents for more than 20 years and
offers compost bins to residents at reduced prices. These well-attended workshops are available
in English and in Spanish.

Recommendation 1.8

Grand Jury Recommendation: County officials should modify contracts with food vendor
companies that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bow!, which draws more than 17,000
people for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally
draws large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be
part of a public education campaign.

City Response: The City cannot comment on practices within County facilities. Under SB 1383,
there are specific food waste and edible food recovery requirements for events and venues. The
City intends to adopt these requirements.

Recommendation 1.14

Grand Jury Recommendation: Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express
support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic
waste.

City Response: The 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan outlines 11
suggestions/strategies that are necessary to ensure a successful organics waste recycling
program. The City is researching these strategies to see which ones are compatible and will work
best for the City. Once this research is completed, the City will take the steps necessary to
implement these strategies.

Should you have any follow-up questions regarding the City’s responses, please do not hesitate
to contact my office.

Sincerely,

— =

THOMAS B. MODICA
City Manager




CITY OF Health and Human Services

. 2525 Grand Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90815
(562) 570-4000 FAX (562) 570-4049

October 8, 2020

Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center

210 West Temple Street, 11th Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: A Diet for Landfills, Cutting Down on Food Waste

The City of Long Beach Department of Health and Human Services (Health Department)
appreciates the Grand Jury’s responsibilities and commitment to public service. Pursuant
to Penal Code Section Code 933.05, the following acknowledgments and information are
respectfully submitted relating to matters under the jurisdiction of the Board of
Supervisors.

Mandated Report — 1.6 Training Food Inspectors

Recommendations:

The Grand Jury report suggests that the Department of Long Beach Health and Human
Services develop a program to train its food inspectors as “ambassadors” when they are
in the field. The inspectors need to be armed with the Food Drop brochure, as well as
information about how that establishment can safely separate and recycle any food
waste.

Response:

The Health Department’s Bureau of Environmental Health will adopt and modify the Los
Angeles County’s brochure on safe separation and recycling of food waste. Designated
environmental health district inspectors will be trained to distribute the brochure and
educate food facility operators during on-site inspections and final plan check for new
food facilities.

Mandated Report — 1.7 Permit Process as Educational Component

Recommendation:

The Long Beach Department of Health and Human Services should take the lead in
creating a food waste education component as part of its permit process required for all
outdoor public events that will be serving food. Department officials can work with the
event manager ahead of time to plan for excess edible food donation, and for how food
waste will be collected and separated.

Response:

The Health Department's Bureau of Environmental Health Bureau has a designated
environmental health specialist who works with food vendor organizers and City officials
managing outdoor public events. The environmental health specialist will include
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education on waste reduction through food donation and waste management with
certified market and special event organizers prior to health permit approval.

We are committed to reducing organic waste sent to landfills and hope to begin the
development, and implementation of this program in the next six to twelve months. We
will also work closely with the Los Angeles County Public Health Department to ensure

that the timeframe, and educational materials for these specific areas are aligned and
consistent.

Sincerely,

gy b

Kelly Colopy
Director of Health and Human Services
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ErRIC GARCETTI
MAYOR

VIA EMAIL ONLY Q)

October 29, 2020

The Honorable Kevin C. Brazile, Presiding Judge

The Honorable Eric C. Taylor, Assistant Presiding Judge
Los Angeles County Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center

210 West Temple Street, Eleventh Floor - Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 80012

Re: 2019-2020 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Responses
Dear Presiding Judge Brazile and Assistant Presiding Judge Taylor,

On behalf of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, please find enclosed the following responses to
the 2019-2020 Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury:

o Responses from the City of Los Angeles Office of the Mayor to the 2019-2020 Los
Angeles County Civil Grand Jury Report, entitled “A Diet for Landfills: Cutting Down on
Food Waste”

Sincerely,

Ay

Skyler Gray
Deputy Legal Counsel
Mayor Eric Garcetti

200 N. SPRING STREET, ROOM 303 LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 (213) 978-0600
MAYOR.LACITY.ORG



RESPONSE FROM THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

SUBJECT: 2019-2020 CIVIL GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
A Diet for lls: i E e

OFFICE OF THE MAYO TY OF LOS ANGELES

For the 2019-2020 term, the Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury issued a report titled “A Diet
for Landfills: Cutting Down on Food Waste.” The required responses are provided below. The
Office of the Mayor concurs with the overall findings for the need for infrastructure investment to
expand access to food waste processing and for extensive education to residents on the options
currently available to them.

RECOMMENDATION 1.1- Each of the 88 cities, and the County's unincorporated areas, should
establish a weekly food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as
the one held each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and
County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for
recycling, or can establish contacts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community
Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATION 1.1:
Agree. This recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the
future.

The 2019 Sustainable City Plan, called the Green New Deal, established the target to eliminate
organic waste going to landfill by 2028. We will achieve this goal by expanding access city-wide
to food waste recycling and food rescue options. We set the goal of expanding food scraps
drop-off collections to city farmers markets by 2021 and by launching city-wide residential food
scrap collection, also by 2021.

At the start of 2020, the Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN) was in discussions with LA
Compost to expand food waste drop off at three farmers markets as a pilot before a city-wide
expansion. Timing of this launch and future expansion is subject to budgetary priorities and the
availability of funding in future budgets.

RECOMMENDATION 1.3 - County and city officials should create an incentive program for
residents and businesses to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a
local grocery store/farmer’'s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city
of Santa Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, ectc.) have signed
up for the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their
trash collection fee.

RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATION 1.3:
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Disagree. This recommendation will not be implemented.

While there is a need to encourage residents and businesses to separate food waste, a one-off
incentive program is not the best use of available funds. SB 1826 already requires all
businesses and muiti-family dwellings of five or more units to recycle their organic waste.
Additionally, SB 1383 requires a 50 percent reduction in organic waste going to landfill from the
2014 level. As noted in the report, achieving these targets will depend on expanding capacity at
local material recovery facilities to process food waste and to teach residents how to properly
separate their waste. Therefore, the City is instead focusing on incorporating food waste
collection into existing solid waste services, and accompanying the roll out with educational
materials. As noted above, this is targeted for 2021, however timing of this launch and future
expansion is subject to budgetary priorities and the availability of funding in future budgets.

RECOMMENDATION 1.8 - County officials should medify contracts with food vendor companies
that are inside County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste
separation and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000
people for most of its summer concerts, has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws
large pre-concert picnicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be part
of a public education campaign.

RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATION 1.8:

Agree. Although the Civil Grand Jury’s recommendation is directed to the County, not the City,
we can say that, within the Cily of Los Angeles, this recommendation has partially been
implemented.

This recommendation has been partially implemented at City facilities with a plan for expansion
to other qualified City facilities. In October 2017, LASAN began a food waste collection pilot at
City Hall in coordination with Homeboy Diner. This consisted of a public-facing green bin for
food scraps, and a back of house collection system with the diner in City Hall. Contamination
was high for the public facing bin. The contamination from food waste collected from Homeboy
Diner's back of house operations is low overall. The total monthly average collected at City Hall
was 0.17 tons in 2019 and 0.23 tons in 2018. In July 2019, LASAN expanded the back of house
collection efforts to the restaurants at the Los Angeles Mall food court.

As part of Executive Directive 25 - City Departments were directed to:

1) ‘[DJevelop and submit to the Mayor’s Office a plan by December 31st, 2020 to achieve a
zero waste City Hall by 2025. The plan shall emphasize waste reduction, include
strategies for employee and stakeholder outreach, and include the development of a
zero waste policy for City-sponsored and permitted events,” and

2) “Submit plans by December 31st, 2020 for their departments to achieve the City’s zero
waste 2025 target, with an emphasis on waste reduction, including plans for employee
and visitor engagement, where applicable.”
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These deadlines were postponed to 2021 due to the COVID-19 disruption to work flows.

LASAN will support these efforts with the formation of “Road to Zero Waste” reference guides.
Key to these targets will be reduction in food waste at all facilities.

RECOMMENDATION 1.10 - The City of Los Angeles should partner with LA Compost to
expand the organization’s footprint in the city to increase its capacity to collect and compost
food waste.

RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATION 1.10:
Agree. This recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the
future.

LASAN is in discussion with LA Compost to launch a pilot program at three farmers markets. As
noted above, timing and funding is subject to budgetary priorities and the availability of funding
in future budgets.

Additionally, LA Compost has already connected with the Los Angeles Recreation and Parks
Department to build a compost hub at Griffith Park, which is expected to launch early 2021. This
site will have the ability to process over 15,000 Ibs of organics weekly.

RECOMMENDATION 1.11 - The City of Los Angeles should work with its 99 Neighborhood
Councils to increase public education around food waste separation/recycling programs.

RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATION 1.11:
Agree. This recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the
future.

This outreach will accompany the roll-out of City-wide collection of food waste.

RECOMMENDATION 1.14 - Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11
suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express
support for the need to i increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic
waste.

RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATION 1.14:
Agree, this recommendation has been implemented.

The City of Los Angeles has enacted options 1, 2, 4, 6, and 7 through the City's franchise
hauling contracts, which went into effect 2017. These options refer to the March 2018
Countyw:de Organics Waste Management Plan page 39 Iocated here:
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City of UN wWOOD -

ALL-AMERICA CITY
A City Meeting Chaﬂﬂenggs \ I
111
11330 BULLIS ROAD i [

LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90262
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (310)603-0220

October 20, 2020

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: City of Lynwood’s Response to the Civil Grand Jury Report entitled “A DIET
FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste”

Dear Judge Brazile,

On July 8, 2020, the County of Los Angeles Civil Grand Jury issued its report entitled “A DIET
FOR LANDFILLS: Cutting Down on Food Waste” (the “Report™) to all 88 cities in the County.
The Report analyzes the challenges and opportunities for cities in the county to divert organic
waste from landfills. In accordance with Cal. Pen Code § 933.05-06, the City has prepared a
response to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14 as requested.

Recommendation 1.1

Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly
Jood waste drop-off center. The Center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held
each Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and
County officials can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility
Jor recycling, or can establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles
Community Garden Council or landscaping companies for composting.

The City disagrees partially with the recommendation. Although a weekly food waste
drop-off program is a viable method of diversion, the City does not currently have an
outlet available for implementation of this type of collection, such as a farmer’s market,
or permanent food waste collection station. The City is built out. A weekly drop-off
center would have to be developed. The City does not have the resources to fund such an
endeavor. Logistical constraints associated with implementation of this kind of program
such as land, staffing, collection and transfer would have to be considered.



Currently, all entities subject to AB 1826 are receiving organics waste collection services
from the City’s hauler, Waste Resources Inc. based on fee for services.

The requirements under AB1826 and SB1383 for organics recycling requires significant
collection of organics waste requiring a larger market for the end product. We feel that
given the requirements under the current legislation, small contracts would be insufficient
to process and receive the anticipated organics to be collected.

Recommendation 1.3

County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses to
separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery store/farmer’s
market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa Barbara, 150
businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for the city’s
Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash collection

Jee.

The City agrees with the recommendation. Incentivizing residents and commercial entities to
separate their food waste can stimulate participation and ultimately waste reduction. This will
allow the City to create education and outreach prior to the implementation of SB 1383, which
will require all entities to have an organics recycling program regardless of incentives. Currently
the City offers discounted bin rates for recycling bins to commercial accounts.

The City is exploring different potential incentive programs such as a pilot composting program
for neighborhoods interested in participating.

Currently, the City launched a “Lynwood Eco-Leader” outreach program that recognizes locals
who are engaging in eco-friendly practices and featuring their stories on the quarterly recycling
newsletter, providing them with free SWAG thereafter.

Recommendation 1.8

County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside County
facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art,
and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation and recycling.
Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people for most of its summer
concert events, has several food options onsite, and traditionally draws large pre-concert
picknicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program can be part of a public
education campaign.

The City agrees with the recommendation. The City of Lynwood does not have jurisdiction
over County’s contracts at County owned facilities. In Lynwood, there are County owned
facilities such as the County Library and the County Sheriff Station/Jail. The City would be in



support of the County modifying contracts with food vendor companies to include food waste
separation and recycling.

Recommendation 1.14

Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March 2018
Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan and express support for the need to increase
capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

The City responds to each of the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide Organics Waste
Management Plan as follows:

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance with requirements for
businesses and haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already in
place). Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements
and methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City is currently implementing the recommendation. The City is reviewing a draft model
ordinance released by CalRecycle to draft an ordinance that will codify the mandatory
organics recycling requirements of SB 1383. The City plans to use the draft model ordinance
as a basis for its regulatory overhaul to include compliance and enforcement programs as
required under SB 1383. The City is anticipating the final model ordinance to be released by
CalRecycle no later than November 2020.

2. SFR Recycling Ordinance. Adopt an ordinance establishing organic collection
requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to single
Jfamily residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4 units.
Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and
methods for enforcement action as necessary.

The City is currently implementing the recommendation .The City is reviewing a draft model
ordinance that will codify the mandatory organics recycling requirements of AB 1826 and
SB 1383. The ordinance will include mandatory organics recycling programs for both
commercial and residential entities in the City. State regulations for implementing SB 1383
are presently being finalized after which the State will release final drafts of model ordinance
language for consideration by jurisdictions.

3. Self-Haul Standards. Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers
and other qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting
requirements and audit procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as well
as licensing requirements.

The City’s waste hauler, Waste Resources, currently identifies self-haulers amongst the
entities that are subject to AB 1826. However, establishing a system to regulate self-haulers
would be very challenging logistically. Auditing and reporting would be difficult in tracking
the amount of unlicensed gardening and landscaping contractors operating in the City.



Implementation of regulatory requirements for self-haulers would impose regulatory staffing
and fiscal burden on the City at a time that is already difficult.

4. Flow Control. Flow control to direct material collected to qualified
processing or composting facilities.

The City has implemented the recommendation. The City’s waste hauler currently transports
all organic waste generated by commercial entities to the Puente Hills Materials Recovery
Facility for processing where it is then turned into either compost or taken to an anaerobic
digester to be transformed into renewable energy. The City’s agreement with the waste
hauler also indicates a requirement to implement programs that result in diversion in order to
meet state requirements. The City feels that there is self-hauling that is occurring since the
City receives reports from other landfills. This self-hauling has been very difficult to track
and control.

3. Contract Modification. Modify existing contract or establish a new trash
collection contract or franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such
action may include contract language modifications, separation of _
commercial/multi-family collection into separate contract(s), extension of existing
contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include provisions for
quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City has implemented the recommendation in part. The City’s agreement with its waste
hauler already warrants recycling and diversion requirements. Renegotiating the contract
with our franchise hauler is needed to incorporate compliance with SB 1383. Final draft
model regulatory language is anticipated to be released by CalRecycle in 2020. This should
provide the City with new terms to include in the contract.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling. Establish new trash collection contracts or
Jranchises with commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling
requirements. Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting
compliance and enforcement actions.

The City has implemented the recommendation in part. The City’s waste hauler currently
provides recycling and organics recycling collection services to all commercial entities
subject to AB 1826. Additionally, the waste hauler provides quarterly reports to the City
quantifying waste generated by the City and diversion rates. The waste hauler also assists
with annual reporting to CalRecycle in conjunction with LARA. SB 1383 model regulatory
language is anticipated to be released by CalRecycle in late 2020, including jurisdictional
reporting, compliance, and enforcement requirements that the City intends to implement.

7. Source Separated Organics Collection. Modify existing contract or establish a
new trash collection contract or franchise to require the hauler to provide
separate collection of organic waste to entities (i.e., residential and commercial)
that generate organic waste and deliver the material to a qualified organics



recycling or composting facility. Should include provisions for quantifying
recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

The City is currently implementing the recommendation in part. The City’s waste
hauler currently provides separate collection of organic waste to entities subject to AB
1826 and transporting the material to qualified organics recycling/composting facility.
The waste hauler reports tonnage diverted to the facility in their quarterly recycling
reports. However, a modification of the agreement to include SB 1383 must be made.

8. Wet/Dry Collection. Require the hauler to provide 2 or more separate bins for
wet/dry commercial collection system in which the contents of certain bins are
delivered to a materials recovery facility with organics extraction technology.
Should include provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and
enforcement actions.

The City’s waste hauler currently provides separate collection to entities subject to AB
1826 and transporting the material to qualified organics recycling/composting facility.
The waste hauler reports tonnage diverted to the facility in their quarterly recycling
reports.

9. Incentives. Provides incentives for participation in organics collection by
implementing subsidies to offset the incremental costs of collection, separation
and processing of organics to the degree necessary to change behavior and
establish a successful base program. Should include provisions for quantifying
recovery and reporting compliance to maintain eligibility for incentives.

The City is currently implementing the recommendation in part. All commercial
entities subject to AB 1826 receive organics commercial services. An incentive
program to increase participating by both commercial and residential entities would be
an excellent tool to increase recycling and organics diversion. Currently, the City offers
a discounted rate for a recycling bin to encourage recycling.

10. Education Only. No change to contracts but educate businesses to comply
with the law. Includes business compliance monitoring and identification of
resources that would be made available to businesses to ensure compliance and
build program support.

The City has implemented the recommendation. The City provides educational material
via outreach outlets (social media, City website, direct mailers, recycling application,
flyers, and booths at special events pre-covid) about state requirements for AB 341, AB
1826, AB 827, and SB 1383. Additionally, the City’s waste hauler provides
comprehensive educational material on their media outlets as well. The hauler also
educates businesses during site visits by providing information on the acceptable
contents into the organics and recyclable bins, provides recycling brochures, and decals
for the bins to label the respective waste stream. Even with the educational outreach in
place, some businesses are still not complying with the recycling mandates or refusing



to utilize their recycling bins. Education should be supplemented at the County or State
level using multimedia.

11. On-Site Management. Provide businesses with guidance/assistance in the
implementation of scalable on-site organics management aggregation methods
and available technologies.

The City is currently implementing the recommendation. The City’s waste hauler
provides on-site assistance to businesses for their organics programs. Additionally, the
hauler provides educational material and recommendations for waste collection services
whenever requested. With the forthcoming SB 1383 requirements, the City will
augment this effort whenever possible to ensure ease of transition into compliance.

We thank you for the opportunity to respond to this Report. Given the Covid-19
pandemic, our face to face public outreach effort to encourage organics recycling has
been halted. Should you have any additional questions about the recycling programs in
the City of Lynwood, please contact City Engineer Thomas Thornton atjjj N

ext. il or via email atj S Y ou can also contact Jennifer
Hernandez oD <. I or via cmail o (R

cc: Michelle Ramirez, Acting City Manager
Noel Tapia, City Attorney



City of Malibu

23825 Stuart Ranch Road - Malibu, California - 90265-4861
Phone (310) 456-2489 - Fax (310) 456-3356 - www.malibucity.org

October 1, 2020

Kevin Brazile, Presiding Judge

Los Angeles Superior Court

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center
210 West Temple Street, 11" Floor, Room 11-506
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: City of Malibu Response to the Los Angeles County Grand Jury Report “A Diet for Landfills:
Cutting Down on Food Waste”

Honorable Judge Brazile:

On July 31, 2020, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury issued its report entitled “A Diet for Landfills:
Cutting Down on Food Waste” (“Report”). In the Report, the Grand Jury identified several
opportunities for supportive public policies that can incentivize and create avenues to increase food
waste recycling and organic waste diversion rates.

At the conclusion of the Report, the Grand Jury requested a response from the City of Malibu (“City”)
to Recommendations 1.1, 1.3, 1.8, and 1.14. The City provides the following responses to these
Recommendations in accordance with Penal Code §933 and 933.05. '

Recommendations:

1.1. Each of the 88 cities, and the County’s unincorporated areas, should establish a weekly
food waste drop-off center. The center can be at a farmer’s market, such as the one held each
Thursday near Los Angeles City Hall, or at another appropriate site. City and County officials
can arrange for the food waste collected to be taken to a nearby facility for recycling, or can
establish contracts with organizations such as the Los Angeles Community Garden Council
or landscaping companies for composting.

This recommendation will not be implemented. The City is working with CalRecycle and its
permitted solid waste haulers to meet the requirements of AB 1826, AB 827, and SB 1383, which
will bring organic service to all residents and businesses. Directly providing customers with organic
waste service will be a more practical and efficient solution to food waste than a weekly food drop
off. While a weekly food waste drop-off center is a good idea, implementing such a program would
not be practical in the City. There are no nearby permitted composting facilities and local landscapers
are not permitted composters, thus the cost of implementing such a program would likely be cost

City of Malibu
Response 1o Los Angeles County Grand Jury Report
Page 1 of 6




prohibitive. The City already requires commercial organic recycling reporting for city-permitted
haulers in compliance with AB 341 and AB 1826.

‘The City’s waste management is unique in that the eastern portion of the City is a part of the County’s

Malibu Garbage Disposal District (“MGDD”) and thus the City does not manage the MGDD, and
due to topographical issues in the City, there is no franchised waste hauler to service areas outside of
the MGDD. In the western portion of the City, there is a permit system where residents directly
contract with approved haulers; however, the City is not a party to those contracts. Thus,
implementing such a program also poses logistical challenges. Further, due to budgetary restrictions
resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, the City has neither the staff nor the funds to arrange for
regular pickup and delivery of food waste ‘over long distances.

1.3. County and city officials should create an incentive program for residents and businesses
to separate food waste. This could be in the form of a gift card to a local grocery
store/farmer’s market, or a discount on a solid waste fee. For example, in the city of Santa

~ Barbara, 150 businesses (restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, etc.) have signed up for
the city’s Foodscraps program, and can save several hundred dollars a month off their trash
collection fee.

This recommendation will not be implemented. As discussed in the response to Recommendation 1.1,
the City is working with CalRecycle and its permitted haulers to bring organic service to residents
and businesses in accordance with SB 1383 so an inventive program will not be necessary for
participation in organic collection. Since incorporation in 1991, the City has never had a franchise
agreement with any hauler, in part due to the difficulties discussed in response to Recommendation
1.1. '

Although the City collects a small portion of fees from permitted haulers, it only covers the
management of the City’s current solid waste program, Outside of the MGDD, solid waste services
are provided by City-permitted haulers; the minimal revenue generated from the solid waste hauler
permits would be insufficient to operate an incentive program for food waste separation. Thus,
implementing such a program also poses logistical challenges. Further, due to the ongoing global
COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent significant impacts to the economy, and with the higher cost of
processing organics in comparison with trash and recycling, an incentive program is not feasible at
this time.

1.8. County officials should modify contracts with food vendor companies that are inside
County facilities, such as the Hollywood Bowl, the Arboretum, the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, and cafeterias located at County hospitals, to include food waste separation
and recycling. Especially at the Hollywood Bowl, which draws more than 17,000 people’42
for most of its summer concert events, has several food options onsite,’43 and traditionally
draws large pre-concert picknicking crowds, implementing a food waste recycling program
can be part of a public education campaign.

Recommendation 1.8 will be implemented. While the City does not have contracts with food vendor
companies for its facilities, all large events (22,000) at non-residential properties must obtain a City
issued temporary use permit. The City requires recycling and disposal reporting as a condition of the
City of Malibu
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permit. City staff will modify the existing permit conditions to align with the goals of SB 1383 by
requiring landfill diversion and edible food recovery to commence by January 2024.

1.14 Elected officials in the County and cities should adopt the 11 suggestions in the March
2018 Countywide Organics Waste Management Plan’ and express support for the need to
increase capacity and site and build new facilities to handle organic waste.

The City will express support for the need to increase capacity and site and build new facilities to
handle organic waste. Below are the responses to the 11 suggestions in the March 2018 Countywide
Organics Waste Management Plan:

Suggestions:

1. Commercial Recycling Ordinance: Adopt an ordinance with requirements for businesses and
haulers to achieve specified recycling requirements (if not already in place) Includes system
to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and methods for enforcement
action as necessary.

Without formally adopting an ordinance, the City has implemented mandatory
commercial recycling and green waste programs since 1995 based on City Council
approved resolutions. Commercial and residential green waste service has been
required and provided by the City’s permitted- solid waste haulers or landscaping
companies. The City is currently implementing this recommendation by working with
CalRecycle to prepare an ordinance for organic recycling. This Ordinance will
mandate organics recycling for all customers as well as monitoring and education
activities to ensure compliance with CalRecycle’s mandates.

The City is .anticipating model language for this Ordinance will be released by
CalRecycle in Fall 2020. Staff will continue to work with CalRecycle and anticipates
City Council will adopt an organic recycling ordinance by January 2022.

2. Single Family Residence Recycling Ordinance: Adopt an ordinance establishing organic
collection requirements on properties not subject to AB 1826 including but not limited to
single-family residential (SFR) dwellings and multi-family residential dwellings with 2-4
units. Includes system to quantify recovery, monitor compliance with requirements and
methods for enforcement action as necessary.

City of Malibu

Suggestion 2 will be implemented in accordance with SB 1383’s timeline. The City is
working with CalRecycle to prepare an ordinance for organic recycling and expects
CalRecycle will soon release a sample ordinance for SB 1383 that will establish
organic collection requirements for single and multi-family residential dwellings.
With SB 1383 in place, City staff will evaluate monitoring and enforcement options
to include in the ordinance. Staff will continue to work with CalRecycle and
anticipates City Council will adopt an organic recycling ordinance by January 2022.
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3. Self-Haul Standards: Establish standards or requirements for self-haul (landscapers and other
qualified providers) to meet recycling requirements. Includes reporting requirements and audit
procedures to ensure minimum standards are being met as well as licensing requirements.

There are many landscapers that work within city limits and dispose of material
without reporting to the City, despite the fact that it is required by all City-permitted
haulers. Thus implementing this requirement is impractical and the cost to audit every
self-hauler is cost prohibitive. Further, the City currently has no inventory or
reasonable method to audit the procedures of all self-haulers since the City does not
operate a business license office; Los Angeles County is responsible for administering
licenses.

4. Flow Control: Flow control to direct material collected to qualified processing or composting
facilities.

The City does not have any solid waste processing and transferring facilities within its
jurisdiction or local certified organic processing facilities to reasonably institute flow
control options. Further, the City operates under a permit system and does not have
any franchise agreements for solid waste collection that would allow the City to direct
materials to specific facilities. Thus, implementing this recommendation is
impractical. However, as part of the City’s solid waste permit system, haulers are
required to submit quarterly reports that detail tonnage and facilities.

5. Contract Modification: Modify existing contract or establish a new trash collection contract
or franchise to include specified recycling requirements. Such action may include contract
language modifications, separation of commercial/multi-family collection into separate
contract(s), extension of existing contracts or franchises or qualified licensing. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

Suggestion 5 will be implemented. Although the City does not have a franchise
agreement, City-issued permits require haulers to comply with recycling mandates. -
The City requires recycling and disposal reporting as a condition of the permit. City
staff will modify the existing permit conditions to align with the goals of SB 1383.

6. Exclusive Commercial Hauling: Establish new trash collection contracts or franchises with
commercial or other exclusivity clauses and specified recycling requirements. Should include
provisions for quantifying recovery, reporting compliance and enforcement actions.

City of Malibu

The City does not have a franchise agreement and there are systems in place that satisfy
this suggestion, thus implementing this recommendation is impractica